
NJHS Candidate Essay Instructions 

National Junior Honor Society Membership 
To become a member of NJHS, you must be selected as a candidate by your chapter's 
faculty council. Students who meet their chapter's Honor Roll GPA requirement are then 
considered for membership on the basis of service, leadership, citizenship and 
character. Students must submit an essay answering the following question based on 
character and citizenship. 

Essay Topic: Character and Citizenship 
Think of three character traits you possess (i.e. bravery, joyfulness, 
punctuality, kindness, loyalty, cheerfulness, honesty, thankfulness, patience, humor, 
sharing, understanding, tolerance, cooperation, perseverance, fairness, generosity, 
etc…).  

Briefly explain how you have exhibited these three characteristics and how they have 
benefited your academic career as well as your school and community. Please provide 
a few descriptive examples to support each trait. Next, explain how these character 
traits could serve your school and community if you are inducted into the National 
Junior Honor Society. Don’t be bashful when explaining your accomplishments; be 
proud of what you have done! 

Guidelines: 
• Essay format (4 paragraphs): 

1. Introduction - Why do you want to be a part of our NJHS? What can you offer 
our school/community in regards to giving to or serving others? 

2. Your three character traits and supporting examples. 
3. Connection to how these traits will benefit others (your school community) as 

an NJHS member by the council. 
4. Conclusion - Why do you want to be a part of our NJHS? Why should you be 

considered as a member. 

• Please type your essay: double-spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman. 

• Please keep your essay to approximately 250 words. This is about 1 to 1 1⁄2 pages 
double spaced). Be creative, but most importantly, be sincere! 

• Proofread. Use proper grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

• Make sure you write your first and last name and grade level. 
• Application and essay are due no later than Monday, August 31st and hand it to Ms. 

Quintanilla to check that you have included all parts of your application 

Please assemble your packet in the following order: 
• Make sure to include a cover page to your essay with your name, NJHS Candidate 

Essay, Grade, and Date (centered on the page). 

• Staple your Invitation/Agreement Letter  in the upper left hand corner and IN FRONT 
of your essay.


