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Dear Gold Seal Quality Care Program Director: 
 
Congratulations and thank you for your participation in the Gold Seal Quality Care Program! We 
appreciate your hard work and dedication to the program. Your child care program has been awarded a 
Gold Seal Quality Care designation certificate based on your accreditation status with one of the 
approved accrediting associations for the Gold Seal Quality Care Program. We hope you will proudly 
display this certificate acknowledging your accomplishments.  
 
If there are any changes within your program such as a change in name, Florida Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) ID number or ownership and/or accreditation status, please contact the 
Gold Seal Unit and your local Early Learning Coalition immediately. Include the name of the child care 
program, a copy of the accreditation certificate or a letter from the association verifying that the child 
care program is accredited during a specific period, and the child care program's complete mailing 
address and phone number. Please note that a change of ownership or DCF ID number may affect your 
Gold Seal designation, as providers must be operational with children in attendance for a minimum of 
one year pursuant to Rule 6M-10.001, Florida Administrative Code. Additionally, if you feel the effective 
or expiration date on your current Gold Seal certificate is inaccurate, send updated documentation to 
GoldSealProviderApps@thechildrensforum.com for review and revision. 
 
To obtain and maintain a designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider, a child care facility, large 
family child care home or family day care home must meet the criteria in Section (s.) 1002.945(4)(a)-(c), 
Florida Statutes (F.S.). The Gold Seal Quality Care Program is a voluntary program with benefits of 
participation including, but not limited to, a positive marketing tool for parents, sales tax exemption and 
an increased reimbursement rate for children participating in school readiness programs. In addition, 
designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider satisfies a program eligibility requirement for 
participation in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. When advertising your Gold Seal  
 
status, use the term “Gold Seal Designated Provider” to help parents understand and become aware of 
the Gold Seal Program. 
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Review your Gold Seal status at any time at https://caressearch.myflfamilies.com/PublicSearch. 
 
The Florida Department of Education and the Florida Department of Revenue (DOR) have collaborated 
to automate the issuance of a tax exemption certificate for qualified Gold Seal Quality Care-designated 
facilities. If your child care facility meets all three requirements below, complete the Application for 
Sales and Use Tax Exemption for Gold Seal Quality Care Child Care Facilities at 
https://thechildrensforum.com/gold-seal-quality-care-program and mail or fax it to the address in the 
application. Tax exemption data will be exchanged with DOR on a monthly basis; therefore, allow two 
months to receive your Gold Seal Tax Exemption Certificate. Once received, present the certificate to 
retailers for tax exemption of qualified educational materials. To qualify for exemption from sales and 
use tax, the child care facility must: 
 

 meet the licensing standards for child care facilities as outlined in s. 402.305, F.S., or be exempt 
as outlined in s. 402.316, F.S.; 

 be licensed under s. 402.308, F.S.; 
 hold a current Gold Seal Quality Care designation as provided in s. 1002.945, F.S.; and 
 provide all employees with basic health insurance as defined in s. 627.6699(12), F.S., as provided 

in s. 212.08(5)(m), F.S.   
 

Your tax exemption certificate is valid for one year and must be renewed annually during your Gold 
Seal accreditation period. 
 
If you have questions or require additional information, contact the Gold Seal Unit at the Children’s 
Forum at 1-888-352-4453 or at GoldSealProviderApps@thechildrensforum.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Cari Miller 
Chancellor of Early Learning 
 
 
cc: Erin Smeltzer, President/CEO, Children’s Forum  
      Felicia Bonner, Child Care Evaluation Services, Children’s Forum 
      Katerina Maroney, Deputy Director of Program and Policy, Division of Early Learning,  
      Florida Department of Education  
      Beth Jones, School Readiness Specialist, Division of Early Learning, Florida Department of Education  
       
 


