
 

Book 
	 “ The Lightning Thief”  
         By: Rick Riordan 

Directions: The following questions do NOT need to be answered. Use this packet to 
assist your reading. It can also be used as a study guide for the test. I strongly 
recommend hi-lighting the answers in the book while reading, but is not a requirement.  

Chapter 1: I Accidentally Vaporize My Pre-Algebra Teacher 
1. Who is Percy Jackson, and what kind of student is he? 
2. Describe Mrs. Dodds. What is unusual about her? 
3. What happens during the field trip at the museum? 
4. How does Percy feel after the incident? Why is he confused? 
5. What clues suggest that something strange is happening? 

Chapter 2: Three Old Ladies Knit the Socks of Death 
1. Who are the three old ladies, and what are they doing? 
2. Why does Grover seem nervous? 
3. What does Percy notice about his life at school? 
4. How does Percy react to Grover’s behavior? 
5. What might the yarn-cutting symbolize? 

Chapter 3: Grover Unexpectedly Loses His Pants 
1. What happens when Percy returns home? 
2. Describe Percy’s relationship with his mother. 
3. Who is Gabe, and how is he portrayed? 
4. What strange event happens during the storm? 
5. Why does Percy’s mom decide to leave suddenly? 

Chapter 4: My Mother Teaches Me Bullfighting 
1. Where are Percy, his mom, and Grover heading? 
2. What creature attacks them? 
3. What happens to Percy’s mother? 
4. How does Percy respond emotionally? 
5. What does this event reveal about Percy’s world? 

Chapter 5: I Play Pinochle with a Horse 
1. Where does Percy wake up? 
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2. Who is Mr. D, and what is he like? 
3. Describe Camp Half-Blood. 
4. Who is Annabeth, and what is her first impression of Percy? 
5. What questions does Percy have about this new place? 

Chapter 6: I Become Supreme Lord of the Bathroom 
1. What does Percy learn about the camp’s purpose? 
2. Describe Clarisse and her interaction with Percy. 
3. What happens in the bathroom? 
4. What does this moment reveal about Percy’s abilities? 
5. Why is this event important? 

Chapter 7: My Dinner Goes Up in Smoke 
1. What tradition takes place at dinner? 
2. What does Percy learn about the Greek gods? 
3. Why is Percy feeling out of place? 
4. What signs point to Percy’s true parent? 
5. How does Percy begin to change? 

Chapter 8: We Capture a Flag 
1. What is Capture the Flag at camp? 
2. How does Percy perform during the game? 
3. What happens when Percy is injured? 
4. What major revelation occurs at the end of the chapter? 
5. How does Percy react to this discovery? 

Chapter 9: I Am Offered a Quest 
1. What is the problem on Mount Olympus? 
2. What quest is Percy given? 
3. Who joins Percy on his journey? 
4. What warnings does Percy receive? 
5. Why is this quest important? 

Chapter 10: I Ruin a Perfectly Good Bus 
1. What happens on the bus? 
2. Who are the Furies, and what do they want? 
3. How do Percy and his friends escape? 
4. What challenges do they face? 
5. What does this reveal about their journey? 

Chapter 11: We Visit the Garden Gnome Emporium 
1. Who is Medusa, and how is she disguised? 
2. Why is she dangerous? 
3. How do Percy and his friends defeat her? 
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4. What clever idea does Percy come up with afterward? 
5. What does this show about Percy’s character? 

Chapter 12: We Get Advice from a Poodle 
1. What strange help do they receive? 
2. How does Percy earn money? 
3. Why do they need supplies? 
4. What does this chapter add to the quest? 
5. What lesson does Percy learn? 

Chapter 13: I Plunge to My Death 
1. What happens at the Gateway Arch? 
2. Why does Percy jump? 
3. What saves him? 
4. What does Percy learn about his powers? 
5. How does this affect his confidence? 

Chapter 14: I Become a Known Fugitive 
1. Why are Percy and his friends in trouble with the law? 
2. How does the media portray them? 
3. What challenges does this create? 
4. How do they continue their journey? 
5. What does Percy think about his situation? 

Chapter 15: A God Buys Us Cheeseburgers 
1. Which god do they meet? 
2. What help does he offer? 
3. What deal does Percy make? 
4. How does this encounter affect their journey? 
5. What does Percy learn about gods? 

Chapter 16: We Take a Zebra to Vegas 
1. What animals are involved in this chapter? 
2. What message does Percy receive? 
3. Why is this important? 
4. How does Percy show compassion? 
5. What does this reveal about him? 

Chapter 17: We Shop for Water Beds 
1. Where do they end up in Las Vegas? 
2. What is strange about the place? 
3. How do they lose track of time? 
4. Why is this dangerous? 
5. How do they escape? 
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Chapter 18: Annabeth Does Obedience School 
1. Who is Procrustes? 
2. What trap does he set? 
3. How do the heroes escape? 
4. What role does Annabeth play? 
5. What does this show about teamwork? 

Chapter 19: We Find Out the Truth, Sort Of 
1. What is in the Underworld? 
2. Who do they meet there? 
3. What shocking truth is revealed? 
4. How does Percy react? 
5. What is the real conflict? 

Chapter 20: I Battle My Jerk Relative 
1. Who is Percy’s enemy in this chapter? 
2. How does Percy prepare for battle? 
3. What happens during the fight? 
4. How does Percy win? 
5. What does this reveal about his growth? 

Chapter 21: I Settle My Tab 
1. How does Percy return home? 
2. What happens with Gabe? 
3. How does Percy’s life change? 
4. What choices does Percy make about his future? 
5. What lesson does Percy learn overall? 

Final Reflection: 
1. What is the main theme of *The Lightning Thief*? 
2. How does Percy change from the beginning to the end? 
3. Who is your favorite character and why? 
4. What lesson did you learn from the story? 
5. If you could add a new chapter, what would happen? 

Bonus Activity: 
Draw your favorite scene or create your own demigod character (include parent god, 
powers, and personality).
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