
 

Book 
	 “A Wrinkle in Time”  
         By: Madeleine L’Engle 

Chapter 1: Mrs. Whatsit 
Focus: Character Introduction, Setting, and Emotional Conflict 
1. Why is Meg feeling angry and insecure? How does this set the tone for the story? 
2. How does the storm reflect Meg’s emotional state? What literary technique is this? 
3. How is Charles Wallace introduced? What clues do we get that he’s special? 
4. What can you infer about the Murray family’s values and relationships from their dinner 

scene? 
5. Why is Mrs. Whatsit’s comment about the tesseract so surprising to Mrs. Murry? What 

might this word suggest about the story's direction? 

Chapter 2: Mrs. Who 
Focus: Family Dynamics, Trust, and Friendship 
1. Why is Charles Wallace so trusting of Mrs. Who, and why does he want Meg and Calvin to 

meet her? 
2. What does Meg’s difficulty in school show about her personality and how others view her? 
3. How does Calvin fit in with Meg and Charles Wallace right away? What does this say about 

connection and belonging? 
4. Why do you think Mrs. Who uses so many quotes instead of her own words? What does 

this suggest about her character? 
5. In what ways do the characters start forming a team in this chapter? What do you think 

makes a good team? 

Chapter 3: Mrs. Which 
Focus: Supernatural Helpers, Introduction to the Hero's Journey 
1. What are the three Mrs. W’s (Whatsit, Who, Which) like, and how are they different from 

normal adults? 
2. Why do you think Calvin says, “For once, I feel like I’m where I belong”? How does this tie 

into the book’s theme of finding one’s place? 
3. What is the significance of Mrs. Which’s difficulty in materializing? How does this introduce 

mystery? 
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4. What are some early signs that the children are about to go on a journey? What might this 
journey teach them? 

Chapter 4: The Black Thing 
Focus: Good vs. Evil, Courage, and Cosmic Conflict 
1. How is the planet Uriel described, and how does its beauty contrast with Earth? 
2. What is the "Black Thing"? Why is it important that the children see it for themselves? 
3. How does Charles Wallace respond emotionally to seeing the Black Thing? What does this 

show about his maturity? 
4. Why is the theme of light vs. darkness important in this chapter? How might this relate to 

real-life struggles? 
5. What do the flowers represent when the creatures give them to the children to help them 

breathe? Could this be a symbol? 

Chapter 5: The Tesseract 
Focus: Understanding the Journey, Trust, and the Limits of Science 
1. How does Mrs. Whatsit’s explanation of the tesseract help the children (and the reader) 

understand the concept of time and space travel? 
2. Why is it important that Charles Wallace understands things intuitively while Meg needs 

logical explanations? How does this reflect their personalities? 
3. How do the children react to seeing the Dark Thing engulfing planets? What does this 

reveal about their courage and sense of justice? 
4. Why does Meg struggle with trusting Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which even though 

she wants to believe them? 
5. How does the concept of the tesseract expand the theme of faith versus science? 

Chapter 6: The Happy Medium 
Focus: Perspective, Emotion, and the Reality of Darkness 
1. What role does the Happy Medium play in helping the children see both the good and bad 

in the universe? 
2. When the Medium shows Earth shadowed by the Black Thing, how does Meg react, and 

what does this say about her inner struggles? 
3. How do the stars fighting the darkness represent hope? What message is the author trying 

to share? 
4. Why is it important that the children see Earth is fighting the darkness? How does this 

relate to real-world challenges? 
5. What does Mrs. Whatsit mean when she says that some of the greatest fighters against the 

darkness were humans (Jesus, da Vinci, etc.)? What lesson is being taught here? 
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Chapter 7: The Man with Red Eyes 
Focus: Conformity, Free Will, and Identity 
1. What is disturbing about the way people behave in the city of Camazotz? How does it 

reflect the idea of forced conformity? 
2. How does Charles Wallace attempt to protect Meg and Calvin as they enter CENTRAL 

Central Intelligence? What does this show about his bravery and pride? 
3. Why is Charles Wallace especially vulnerable to the Man with Red Eyes? What does this 

teach us about arrogance and underestimating danger? 
4. How does the Man with Red Eyes try to convince the children that individuality is a 

weakness? What arguments does he use? 
5. Why is it terrifying that Charles Wallace becomes controlled? How does this show the 

danger of losing one's identity? 

Chapter 8: The Transparent Column 
Focus: Love, Powerlessness, and Family Bonds 
1. What are the emotional consequences for Meg when she sees Charles Wallace acting like 

a stranger? 
2. How is IT introduced, and why is it more frightening than a visible monster? 
3. What emotions does Meg feel when she finally sees her father? How do these feelings 

reflect the complexity of their relationship? 
4. Why can’t Mr. Murry rescue Charles Wallace immediately? What does this reveal about 

adult limitations? 
5. How does Meg’s decision to tesser with her father show courage and love? What personal 

cost does it have for her? 

Chapter 9: IT 
Focus: Free Will, Love vs. Control, and Facing Evil 
1. Why does Meg feel disappointed in her father after he tessers her away from IT? What 

does this moment teach her about expectations? 
2. What is IT, and how does its method of control reflect the dangers of total conformity and 

loss of emotion? 
3. How is the atmosphere inside IT’s dome described? How does this physical environment 

support the theme of oppression? 
4. Why is Charles Wallace unable to fight IT’s control once he's in its grasp? What character 

trait made him vulnerable? 
5. What lesson does Meg learn about the limits of intelligence and logic when facing evil? 
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Chapter 10: Absolute Zero 
Focus: Recovery, Physical and Emotional Healing, Trust 
1. How does the cold and stillness of the new planet reflect Meg’s condition after escaping 

from IT? 
2. Who are the creatures that care for Meg, and how does their lack of sight symbolize 

deeper understanding? 
3. Why is Meg initially afraid of the beasts? What does her change in attitude show about 

prejudice and trust? 
4. What does Aunt Beast represent in Meg’s healing journey? 
5. How does this chapter show that love and kindness can be more powerful than knowledge 

or power? 

Chapter 11: Aunt Beast 
Focus: Faith, Inner Strength, and Responsibility 
1. How does Meg come to understand the limitations of her father and the burden of her own 

choices? 
2. Why must Meg be the one to go back for Charles Wallace? How does this mark a turning 

point in her character development? 
3. What is the significance of Meg realizing that love is her only weapon against IT? 
4. How do the beasts help Meg prepare for her return emotionally and spiritually, not just 

physically? 
5. Why do you think the author includes characters like Aunt Beast, who communicate without 

sight or traditional speech? 

Chapter 12: The Foolish and the Weak 
Focus: Love as Strength, Redemption, and Resolution 
1. Why is Meg’s love the only force powerful enough to free Charles Wallace from IT? What 

does this say about the true source of strength? 
2. What does the title of the chapter suggest about the theme of power? Why is it meaningful 

that Meg—often seen as “weak” or emotional—succeeds where others failed? 
3. How does Meg demonstrate growth in this final confrontation? 
4. What is the climax of the novel, and how is it resolved? 
5. How does the family’s reunion at the end bring closure to Meg’s emotional journey? 
6. What final message or lesson does Madeleine L’Engle leave the reader with about 

individuality, love, and courage?
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