Highpoint Academy
Gr. K-8 CHARACTER EDUCATION PROGRAM

“Character education is one of the most, if not the most, important answer in our national crisis of character. We need to
implement character education as fast as possible in every school in America as part of any truly effective education reform
movement. Character without knowledge is weak and feeble, but knowledge without character is dangerous and a potential
menace to society. America will not be strong if we graduate young people from our schools who are brilliant but dishonest,
who have great intellectual knowledge but don’t care about others, who are highly creative thinkers but are irresponsible.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Stated it well: ‘Intelligence plus character-that is the goal of true education.’”

-Sanford McDonnell, Chairman of the Character Education Partnership

and Chairman Emeritus of the McDonnell Douglas Corporation.

PROGRAM: During the first 10 to 15 minutes of each Social Studies class, students will discuss, role-
play, and/or write in order to learn about the core values assigned for that month. Throughout the day, the
values learned will be addressed and identified continuously. At the end of each month, a designated
class will do a presentation during our “Behavior Modification Sessions” (BMS). It is essential for all
Highpoint parents to be aware of each month’s teachings and to integrate this Program into their
children’s daily lives, both by example and through repeated conversation.

CORE VALUES THAT WILL BE ADDRESSED EACH MONTH:

Responsibility & Trustworthiness
* Thinking before acting

* Being accountable for your actions

* Responding and recognizing your personal needs and the needs of others
* Being reliable and responsible

* Being discreet and sincere; friends should feel they can trust you

Citizenship & Democracy
* Defining “ethics” and helping to create a good society by being a law abiding citizen

* Helping to build a society with democratic values

* Learning why it is important to follow and to respect rules and regulations
* Learning to be proud of your heritage; being proud of “who you are”

* Defining the needs for Community Service

* Being aware of what “freedom” means

* Being respectful to the Flags of each Country

* Learning about the significance of Laws and of the Constitution

Caring & Kindness
* Being nice to other people and being considerate of the feelings of others

* Being gentle toward people and other living things (animals, plants, etc.)
* Being helpful to those in need; being a loyal friend
* Being compassionate; having the capacity to feel what the other person feels like

Courage & Pursuit of Excellence

* Having faith in yourself; recognizing your individuality; always doing your personal best
* Learning to speak in front of an audience

* Standing up for your rights and privileges

* Learning to do the best with your individual talents or intelligence areas



Striving toward a goal and not giving up

Respect & Self-control

Showing regard to your own worth and dignity and those of others

Learning to listen to each other and to respect each others rights and opinions

Learning to respect personal property (defining vandalism, graffiti, etc.)

Expressing feelings in a controlled manner when there are disagreements of opinion
Developing anger control techniques (deep breathing, countdowns, time-out, etc.)

Learning how to “think” before acting out impulsively

Developing and applying conflict resolution skills; resolving problems through communication
Respecting your body; learning to say “no” and having others respect you

Honesty & Integrity

Dealing truthfully with people

Learning how to get in touch with and be sincere with your true feelings
Not stealing; not taking something that does not belong to you

Not lying to yourself or to others

Not cheating; learning how to “earn” your things

Taking pride in your accomplishments

Learning how be true to yourself and to your ideals

Courtesy & Manners

Learning to say “ please, thank you, you’re welcome and excuse me”
Waiting your proper turn

Being a good listener

Raising your hand before speaking

Not interrupting conversations

Learning to discuss problems respectfully

Learning appropriate table manners

Acting politely at all times

Learning to recognize common courtesy and proper manners

Fairness & Cooperation

Treating people impartially; not playing favorites

Being open-minded and learning to judge people fairly

Learning about discrimination

Maintaining an objective attitude toward those whose ideas differ from ours
Learning to work together in a cooperative manner; helping each other

Character education holds that there are universally important ethical values that must be continuously
emphasized both at home and at school on a daily basis. It means living by these ethical core values -
understanding them, role-playing them, discussing them, and feeling them.

“It is character that will conquer materialism, demonstrate respect for life and property,
and stem the tide of violence in our land. And it is character that
will search for truth and demand diligent scholarship.”
-David L. Davenport




