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Curriculum	
  
Our instructional program is based on the principle that human learning does not take place on a single 
level, but is a stratified process. Unless a student has mastered a sufficient amount of the knowledge to 
form a firm enough base on which to build the knowledge of the following year, he/she will not make 
progress in the next class. This means that there is a sequence that is to be observed in teaching. 
Certain things have to be taught first, before it becomes possible to teach other things.  All the 
programs implemented at our school are research-based and clinically designed for students with 
learning differences. Since our program is intervention-based, the curriculum we implement is not 
divided by grade.  Each book is assigned a level from A-E. 

Reading	
  and	
  Language	
  Arts	
  	
  
LOWER	
  ELEMENTARY	
  

–	
  Read	
  Well	
  
Publisher:	
  Voyager	
  

Read Well is an innovative K-3 reading and language program  that helps students build the critical skills 
needed to be successful readers and learners. The research-based program allows teachers to 
effectively target students at all stages of development. Through a blended approach of whole-class 
instruction, differentiation small-group instruction, motivating technology, and individual student 
practice, teachers have the flexibility they need to meet students at their skill levels and adapt 
instruction accordingly. Read Well meets the challenges of the CCSS - along with the needs of each 
child. 

Read Well: 
• Builds close readers 
• Develop proficient writers 
• Provides multiple entry points for appropriate student placement 
• Incorporates an innovative blend of small-group peer collaboration and whole-class instruction 
• Teaches comprehension in an explicit and systematic way 
	
  
	
  
UPPER	
  ELEMENTARY	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Kaleidoscope	
  
Publisher:	
  SRA	
  

	
  

This series is designed to help children with learning disabilities improve two or more grade levels within a 
year. It is a linguistically based program.  Reading, writing, reading comprehension and spelling are 
taught through developmentally appropriate lessons. The method of instruction begins by teaching a 
sufficient set of phoneme/grapheme relationships These sound/letter relationships (the alphabetic 
principle) are taught together as "explicit" phonics. Classroom teachers implement multisensory 
approaches using Direct Instruction.   
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MIDDLE	
  SCHOOL	
  –	
  	
  

-­‐Guided	
  Literature	
  Program	
  

At the Middle School level, students are exposed to literature through novels and poetry. The choice of 
novels are selected from a series of high interest literary pieces that explore social issues and human 
conflict. Through guided instruction, students explore themes, author’s purpose and learn to identify 
implicit and explicit information. The instruction of grammar, vocabulary and the writing process is 
integrated into each unit. A novel is introduced each quarter for a total of 4 novels per school year. 

Titles in 6th Titles in 7th Titles in 8th 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
The Other Half of My Heart 
Tuck Everlasting 
Crispin 

Among the Hidden 
Bud Not Buddy 
The Cay 
Jacob’s Rescue 

The Skin I’m In 
Among the Imposters 
The Giver 
Escape to the Forest 

 

CLINICAL	
  PROGRAM	
  -­‐	
  	
  

PALS	
  

PALS	
  is	
  a	
  revolutionary	
  way	
  of	
  teaching	
  reading.	
  Especially	
  for	
  children	
  with	
  Dyslexia,	
  PALS	
  makes	
  sense	
  
of	
   the	
  complicated	
  English	
   language.	
  Every	
   section	
   in	
   this	
  program	
  builds	
  upon	
   the	
  previous	
  one,	
   so	
  
that	
  when	
  you	
  are	
  teaching	
  Multi-­‐syllables,	
  the	
  same	
  techniques	
  are	
  being	
  taught	
  as	
  were	
  taught	
  in	
  the	
  
very	
  simplest	
  level.	
  	
  	
  

Rewards	
  

This	
   reading	
   program	
   was	
   developed	
   by	
   Dr.	
   Anita	
   Archer,	
   a	
   reading	
   specialist	
   with	
   children	
   with	
  
learning	
   disorders.	
   	
   It	
   is	
   a	
   highly	
   effective	
   program	
   for	
   teaching	
   children	
   how	
   to	
   read	
  multisyllabic	
  
words.	
  

Great	
  Leaps	
  	
  

Great	
   Leaps	
   uses	
   proven	
   instructional	
   tactics	
   with	
   powerful	
   motivators	
   to	
   increase	
   fluency	
   and	
  
processing	
  speed	
  in	
  reading	
  and	
  mathematics.	
  As	
  students	
  achieve	
  goals	
  in	
  each	
  area	
  of	
  concern,	
  they	
  
advance	
  to	
  a	
  more	
  challenging	
  next	
  step.	
  	
  

Study	
  Strategies	
  

Good	
  study	
  habits	
  are	
  a	
  critical	
  element	
  to	
  school	
  success.	
  This	
  program	
  was	
  designed	
  by	
  Dr.	
  Harvey	
  
Parker,	
  a	
  psychologist	
  who	
  specializes	
  in	
  Attention	
  Deficit	
  Disorder.	
  	
  It	
  teaches	
  children	
  basic	
  principles	
  
of	
  effective	
  study	
  strategies	
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Mathematics	
  
LOWER	
  ELEMENTARY	
  	
  

Connecting	
  Math	
  Concepts	
  

Publisher:	
  SRA	
  

This mathematics series also incorporates Direct Instruction.   Mathematics instruction incorporates a 
multi-modal, hands-on approach to learning. Math skills are taught in a hierarchichal process. Through 
assessment, instructors use visual aids, music, and manipulatives in order to increase fluency and 
processing speed. 

UPPER	
  ELEMENTARY	
  AND	
  CLINICAL	
  PROGRAM	
  –	
  	
  

Mastering	
  Math	
  

Publisher:	
  Steck	
  Vaughn	
  

This is a math program designed for special-needs students. It provides straightforward instruction, simple 
design, low readability, and plenty of practice. It’s a unique effective alternative for students who 
require more help in math than a basal can provide. The consistent lesson format includes an 
instructional model, guided practice, independent practice, and a real-world, problem solving 
application. Focused core content eliminates distracting graphics; utilizes individually boxed problems 
to help students focus. 	
  
	
  

MIDDLE	
  SCHOOL	
  –	
  	
  

Pacemaker	
  Mathematics	
  Program	
  

Publisher:	
  Pacemaker	
  

Pacemaker Math is designed for students who need extra help grasping new math concepts at the 
middle school level. The font is large and contains a maximum of 10 -15 problems per concept 
presented. This full-color text teaches the key elements in a step-by-step approach, and helps prepare 
all students for high school entrance exams and state testing. It is also aligned with the Common Core 
Standards.  

6th Basic Math Skills 
7th Pre-Algebra 
8th Algebra 1 



4	
  |	
  P a g e 	
  
	
  

Social	
  Studies	
  
LOWER	
  ELEMENTARY,	
  UPPER	
  ELEMENTARY,	
  AND	
  CLINICAL	
  –	
  

Social	
  Studies	
  Alive	
  

Publisher:	
  TCI	
  

The Social Studies Alive! program teaches students about the world around them in ways that make 
them excited to learn every day. 	
  It	
  combines	
  interactive	
  video	
  lessons	
  with	
  meaningful	
  content.	
  	
  
The	
  lessons	
  are	
  short	
  and	
  use	
  a	
  large	
  font	
  to	
  make	
  learning	
  easy	
  by	
  avoiding	
  any	
  distractions.	
  
The	
  units	
  covered	
  include:	
  

Primary	
  A	
   My	
  School	
  and	
  Family	
  
Primary	
  B	
   My	
  Community	
  
Lower	
  Elementary	
   Our	
  Community	
  and	
  Beyond	
  
Upper	
  Elementary	
   Regions	
  of	
  Our	
  Country	
  
Clinical	
   America’s	
  Past	
  

	
  

MIDDLE	
  SCHOOL	
  –	
  	
  

Pacemaker	
  Social	
  Studies	
  Program	
  

Publisher:	
  Pacemaker	
  

This program provides a complete core program for middle school students who are still 
struggling readers. The Pacemaker program uses full-color text to teach key concepts in a step-
by-step approach. It includes a textbook and workbook that incorporates short but meaningful 
lessons. The units taught include: 

6th US History 
7th World Geography 
8th World History 
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Science	
  	
  
LOWER	
  ELEMENTARY,	
  UPPER	
  ELEMENTARY,	
  AND	
  CLINICAL	
  –	
  	
  

-­‐	
  Snapshots	
  in	
  Science	
  

Publisher:	
  SRA	
  

Snapshots	
   Video	
   Science	
   makes	
   science	
   accessible	
   to	
   all	
   students	
   by	
   using	
   a	
   unique	
  
combination	
   of	
   engaging	
   video	
   lesson	
   and	
   dynamic	
   student	
   books.	
   	
   Through	
   these	
   video	
  
lessons,	
   students	
   learn	
   core	
   science	
   concepts	
   and	
   difficult	
   science	
   vocabulary.	
   Books	
   are	
  
divided	
  by	
  levels	
  form	
  A-­‐C.	
  

	
  

MIDDLE	
  SCHOOL	
  -­‐	
  	
  

Pacemaker	
  Science	
  Program	
  

Publisher:	
  Pacemaker	
  

This program provides a complete core program for middle school students who are still 
struggling readers. The Pacemaker program uses full-color text to teach key concepts in a step-
by-step approach. It includes a textbook and workbook that incorporates short but meaningful 
lessons. The units taught include: 

6th Health 
7th Biology 
8th General Science 
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Instructional	
  Aids	
  
• Time Timer:  The Time Timer is a visual aid that provides a student with ADHD the ability to 

judge how much time is left without having to know how to tell time. To set the Time 
Timer, move the red disc counterclockwise to the desired time interval. The disc 
diminishes as time elapses until no red is visible on the timer face. 
 

• WhisperPhone:  The WhisperPhone is an acoustical voice-feedback headset that enables 
learners of all ages to focus and hear the sounds that make up words (phonemes) more 
clearly as they learn to read, spell, or process language aloud. 

 
• Slant Board for Writing: Used by students with disgraphia in order to support hand 

coordination. 
 

• Chewey Tube: Helps improve jaw stability and provides valuable sensory input to the jaw. 
 

• Therapressure Brush: Tool for treating sensory integration issues in children with Autism and 
is used with the Wilbarger Protocol. 

 
• Weighted Vests: Used by some children with autism, sensory integration disorder, ADHD 

and other neurological disorders. Based on the sensory integration technique of deep 
pressure providing the child with unconscious information from the muscles and the joints, 
the added weight or pressure helps the child become more organized, and improve in 
their ability to concentrate learning or eating.  

 
• Writing Tools:  To assist students with their fine-motor and writing skills, our program 

implements the use of pencil grips, hand weights, and the “Handi-Writer”. 
 

• Hi-Write:  This writing paper has has yellow highlighted rows that are highly visible and 
helps children understand exactly where to write. 

 
• Interactive Learning Materials:  Each classroom is equipped with specialized materials 

that are large in size, and designed for children with learning disorders. 
 

• Smart Board Technology:  These amazing interactive boards create an exciting new way 
for our students to learn and expand their knowledge.  

 


