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WELCOME TO APPS MAGAZINE
Your essential apps guide every issue
RECOMMENDED

NICK
JONES
Editor in Chief

THE INCOMPLETE
MAP OF THE
COSMIC GENOME

iPad+ | £5.99/$8.99

BBC WEATHER
Android| Free

If you need a simple,
straightforward weather
app, then BBC Weather (page 46) is
for you. Not only is it the best weather
app out there, it’s free too.

MARTYN
LANDI
Reviews Editor

A celebration of human
curiosity, The Incomplete
Map of the Cosmic Genome (page
62) is a new science app. It stars The
Infinite Monkey Cage’s Robin Ince and
Brian Cox, so you can’t go wrong.

JACK
PARSONS
Deputy Editor

Underneath Mextures’
retro photo filters beats the
heart of a pro image-editing app (page
60). Textures and an easy interface
make this a must for iPhoneographers.

By the very
nature of
their design,
we take
smartphones
wherever we go – so it’s no
surprise that there is an app
for almost every situation.
This issue we have mapped
out a timeline of the 50
everyday apps you will need
from sunrise to sunset – ideal
for use at home, work, with
friends and on your own.
However, as this technology
becomes ubiquitous, there
are those that would abuse it.
Privacy invasion is a growing
problem, so this month
we’ve gathered top tips and
interviews with industry
experts and compiled a list of
apps to help you stay safe.
Elsewhere this issue, we
compare the leading instant
messaging apps and crown
one the chat champion,
assemble our own league of
the best superhero games,
and – as ever – review the
latest and greatest releases.
Enjoy,

VICTORIA
RICHARDS
Sub Editor

An example of a successful
mashup, Puzzlejuice (page
80) is the combination ofTetris and a
word puzzle game. Complete a line and
quickly form words from the letter tiles
that appear – it’s totally addictive.
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Visit the
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online shop at
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WORK - 24 APPS
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to... Office Mobile

066 Fearless public
speaking

Why pay a hefty subscription fee,
when you can get these office suites
for nothing?

040 Next Browser

Find your voice in front of a
waiting crowd

068 Connecting Dots

Your new default browser for Android

Connect your thoughts with this dotty
note-taking app

046 Avengers Alliance

070 Crumbtrail

Assemble and manage your own team
of iconic superheroes

Contextualise your contacts and
remember when you met them

ENTERTAINMENT - 35 APPS GAMES - 40 APPS
048 Have fun with
photo & video apps

Tools to make your snaps surreal or
just plain silly

050 A Cautionary Tale
An interactive story for kids with
extras for adults too

056 Lullabytes

Send your baby to sleep and log their
sleep patterns

074 The best super
hero games

Tap, swipe, POW! These comic book
games pack a punch

076 XCOM: Enemy
Unknown

The console favourite comes to iPad

084 Limbo

PROTECT
YOUR PRIVACY
WITH APPS

apps and expert advice to
30 Top
protect your mobile privacy

Explore the darkest recesses of your
brain in this platform adventure

EVERYDAY - 26 APPS

058 First Aid apps for
an emergency
Downloads that could help to you
save a life

060 Mextures

38

Meet the most powerful photo filters
app for iPhone, ever

063 Warmly

Wake up to the sound of your choice
with this unusual alarm clock

Turn straight to page 92

HOW
WE REVIEW
PRICE
FORMAT
Some apps are very specific to iPhone
or iPad, however if listed with a plus
symbol apps will work on both devices.

We list the most up to date price possible,
but check the App Store before purchasing.
Free apps may still include in-app purchases.

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v 4.5.2
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v 4.6.3

OPERATING SYSTEM

Certain apps only work on specific
operating systems, check your device
meets the specifications here.
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VERSION
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outline maybe fixed in updated versions.
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012 The best
iPad carrry cases

The best cases and bags to carry our
phones and tablets in style

013 My home screen
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Recipes

APPS PEOPLE GEAR

This main list shows all the
recipes that you are currently
using, and also allows you to
turn any of them on and off.

08 10 11 12
GOOGLE
MAPS
THE FRESH
NEW UPDATE

HOW TO
BECOME A
RAPPING
SUPERSTAR

Q&A
NEW SCIENCE
APP: COSMIC
GENOME

GEAR
GROUP TEST
THE BEST iPAD
CASES

13 14 18 19
MY HOME
SCREEN
BEST APPS
FOR A WRITER

APPS IN
REAL LIFE
JACKSON
KAYAK

SOCIAL
YOUR LETTERS
AND TWEETS
THIS MONTH

COMPETITION
STYLISH iPAD
BACKPACK
WORTH £215

Browse

The glasses icon gives
users the chance to
look through the list
of created and shared
recipes to see if anything
could work for you.

Create

This app is all about
personalising, so tap
the create icon and put
together your own recipe.

GET EXCITED ABOUT…

MAKE YOUR APPS WORK
FOR YOU WITH IFTTT

CONNECT TOGETHER TWO SERVICES TO MAKE YOU AND YOUR SMARTPHONE MORE PRODUCTIVE

T

he phrase ‘if this, then that’ is set to
become very powerful in relation to
productivity on your smartphone thanks to
the app of the same but abbreviated name.
IFTTT allows users to take a familiar app,
combine it with the actions of another service
to create new functions. For example, you can
create what the developer’s call a ‘recipe’ so that
each time you snap an image with your camera,
it is automatically posted to Facebook. Or how
about combining your weather app with SMS

6 www.knowyourapps.com

so that you get a text with the forecast every
morning? The beauty of IFTTT is its scope and
scale, making almost any internet service work
exactly how you want it to.
Such a broad range of potential services and
personal usages to create can leave any user
feeling a bit like a kid in a sweet shop; unsure of
which way to turn. However, IFTTT is actually a
very social app too, in that new recipes created
can be shared with the rest of the community.
So, should you think of something cool like saving

your iOS photos to Dropbox, anyone else using
the app can apply that recipe to their own online
life – this is handy for getting inspiration too.
The aim here is a more personal service that
works exactly as you like, and being able to
mould familiar functions to your specific needs is
a pretty exciting prospect.

IFTTT

iPhone | iOS 6.0 | Free | v1.0

IN TOUCH

FOR A SMARTER WAY
TO SURF ONLINE TRY
NEXT BROWSER

40

GREAT RECIPES TO
GET YOU STARTED

+

=

RSS + MAIL

Get emails about free iOS apps
A great way to stay on top of things in the
world of apps, this recipe will drop you an
email each time news of free apps, or existing apps going free
appear in the news wires. It saves you scrolling through various
sites or the App Store in order to find the downloads you want.

MAKE A
RECIPE

CREATE

From the news
feed you need to
either swipe left
or tap the recipe
icon in the top
right-hand corner
to jump to the
Recipes screen.
From here you can
browse or create
new recipes.

COMBINE

To create your
own, tap the plus
icon and you’ll be
presented with the
phrase ‘if this then
that’ for you to fill
with the relevant
icons. Tap the blue
icon to select your
Trigger app, then
your action.

CONFIRM
Each service will
have a list of the
different actions
that are available
to help you put
together the right
recipe. Confirm
the process you
have created, tap
confirm and then
you can use it!

+

=

FACEBOOK + TWITTER

Update your Facebook and Twitter
profile pictures at the same time
All of us like to keep our social networking
profiles up to date, but having to do so individually can take more
time than perhaps you’re willing to give up. IFTTT has the power
to change this, thanks to this recipe. It hooks up your profile
pictures so that when you change your Facebook image, your
Twitter profile image updates too.

+

=

YOUTUBE + POCKET

Save YouTube videos to Pocket
so that you can watch them later
Surfing the web for news stories and
scrolling through YouTube are two separate activities, but
they can be brought together smoothly. This recipe syncs your
accounts so that videos you mark for later in Youtube appear in
Pocket alongside news articles. It’s everything in one place.

+

=

REMINDERS + GOOGLE CALENDAR

Automatically log all of your
completed goals in Google Calendar
This recipe accesses your Reminders
app and the to-dos you tick off, and adds them to your Google
Calendar. This means that if you have a set workload to hit, you
can keep close track of how you’re getting on with the creation of
your own personal productivity calendar.

www.knowyourapps.com
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GET EXCITED ABOUT…

WHAT CAN THE NEW GOOGLE MAPS DO FOR YOU?
UPDATED ON ANDROID AND iOS, NOW SLICKER THAN EVER

W

hile Apple continue to struggle
with getting its native Maps
app right, Google Maps has been
updated on Android and iOS, pulling
the app even further ahead. Pushing
some smart new features and
functionality – and crucially iPad
compatibility for the first time since
Apple dumped the service as a
native app – Google Maps has also
begun rolling out indoor mapping,
and the reviews and Explore areas of
the app have been given a polish.
On top of this, turn-by-turn has
been revamped with your routes
now appearing as different cards
that you can shuffle between on
screen, and live traffic and incident
reports make it easier than ever
to get around using the app. All in
all, a fantastic update from Google
that makes an already great app
experience that much better.

GOOGLE MAPS

iPAD COMPATIBILITY

NAVIGATION
UPGRADES

A big step in the battle for control of your device’s
maps, Google Maps is now supported on iPad,
meaning bigger screen-exploring for all.

Live updates to your route
based on traffic reports
means Google Maps is much
more pragmatic in getting
everyone from A to B with
minimum fuss.

INDOOR MAPPING

Google Maps now
acknowledges that it’s
possible to get lost even
when you’re inside, and
so support for some
airports and large shopping
complexes is now on offer.
A handy companion for
when you’re out and about.

ABOVE: More ratings and reviews than ever

EXPLORE

The revamped Explore
section is more packed
with reviews and
information than ever, so
place discovery is a much
more fluid process.

iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | Free | v2.0
Android | Varies | Free | Varies

PROFILE

This is a social app after all, so each
user must create a profile to maintain
and add to. This makes it much easier
for other users to find and follow you.

NEWS FEED

Each new post appears at the top of
your feed, in order of most recent
additions – the same as many other
social apps. Also featured are the
number of likes and replies the post
has received so far.

EXPLORE

If you want to look for a specific image
subject or even user, tap the search
icon and type in whatever it is you’re
looking for in the search bar.

SWIPE

PanoPerfect allows you to look at
every panorama on your feed before
you open it fully, giving you a cool
preview of the image and creating a
visually appealing interface.

8 www.knowyourapps.com

ABOVE: Google Maps looks great on the iPad

A SOCIAL
NETWORK
FOR YOUR
PANORAMAS

PANOPERFECT CELEBRATES
YOUR EXPANSIVE IMAGES

PANOPERFECT

iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | Free | v2.1.2

P

hoto sharing is one of the big markets in the
app world, with new downloads and community
spaces almost every week dedicated to your
images and sharing them with the wider world.
PanoPerfect is a little different though –
distinguishing itself by focusing in on a very
specific type of image – you guessed it, the
panorama. This means no photos of food or pets
to clog up your timeline, a constant drain for
the Instagram user. PanoPerfect’s thumbnails
are also cool as you can swipe across the full
panoramic view of a post direct from your feed,
before you open it fully. When you post your
own photographs there are some cool filters to
help make the colours that bit more vivid. With
PanoPerfect, the photography lovers are taking
back the photo-sharing arena.

IN TOUCH

GET EXCITED ABOUT…

IF YOU LIKE THE SOUND OF….

BEST MOBILE PORTS
MACHINARIUM

THE CONSOLE CONVERSION

Let nostalgia wash over
you as the point-andclick PC puzzle classic is
now available as a fantastic pointand-tap iOS legend.
iPad | iOS 4.0 |
£2.99/$4.99 | v1.2

LEARN MORE
ABOUT LIMBO IN
OUR FULL REVIEW
ON PAGE

BASTION

With a brilliant
soundtrack, stunning art
and a cool narrator this
game is one of the best ports
available now on the App Store.
Absolutely brilliant.
iPad+ | iOS 5.1 |
£2.99/$4.99 | v1.1

84

ICONIC GAMES TRANSPORTED TO TABLETS HAVE NEVER BEEN SO GOOD

T

he gamer in all of us will often have pangs of
nostalgia for that shoot-‘em-up or racing game from
the old days. What you’d give to have one last go on it,
because entire weekends weren’t enough first time.
Indeed this is a feeling that is also strong within
the meeting rooms of plenty of the major developers
and studios, because the mobile gaming world is now
teeming with ports of iconic titles, reconfigured for the
touchscreen and the mobile generation.
The recent release of the critically acclaimed Limbo
on iOS is the latest title to make the jump having
started out life on Xbox Live Arcade. Here you play
a young boy searching purgatory for his sister, the

THE NEW iPAD APP
DIRECTORY ON SALE NOW

GET THE HOTTEST iPAD APPS IN
THE LATEST BOOK IN THE SERIES

G

et over 450 reviews of the latest iPad apps
to have hit the App Store in The iPad App
Directory Volume 7. The latest book in the series
offers an essential guide to the notable releases
from every category of the App Store – as well as
the apps to stay clear of.
Deputy Editor of Apps Magazine Jack Parsons
said, “With the sheer number of products out on
the App Store at the moment, it’s getting harder
to find great apps that can genuinely make your
life better. Fortunately, The iPad App Directory
and Apps Magazine are great ways to find the
apps that you need and the apps you don’t.”
The iPad App Directory Volume 7 is on sale
now from www.imagineshop.co.uk and all
good newsagents.

stunning black and white art has inspired many a mobile
title before it, but this is very much Genesis.
Bastion is another very good example of the success
that can be had by porting to mobile having also
originally appeared on XBLA. The touchscreen version
was Editors’ Choice on the App Store and made it into
Apple’s Best of 2012 list. These are just two mains
among many – Gemini Rue, Machinarium, Grand Theft
Auto and Metal Slug have all found a new lease of life
on mobile and are giving the entire platform one too.

GRAND THEFT AUTO III

Showcasing just how
far technology has
progressed: fitting this
huge console title onto your
smartphone is pretty epic.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 |
£1.99/$2.99 | v1.3.2
Android | Varies |
£1.99/$2.99 | Varies

LIMBO

iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99 | v1.0.3

AIRPORT SCANNER

THE DULLEST PART OF TRAVEL MADE FUN

T

he worst part of any holiday is the seemingly endless queue to
get through check-in and security. The fumbling around in your
pockets for loose change and anything else that might set off the
metal detector is enough to infuriate even the best of us.
Airport Scanner, a new game for Android, has turned this into
a fun experience as you take on the role of the X-ray scanner
operator, with your job being to spot and tap any malicious items as
they come through. You earn cash for each spot, but players have
to keep the line moving so no one misses their flight and organise
the queue so first-class
passengers get fast-tracked.
It’s much deeper than it first
appears, and is more fun
as a result.

HEADING TO THE
AIRPORT SOON? USE
BBC WEATHER TO CHECK
YOUR DESTINATION

01THE SETTING

It’s sometimes
in the most unusual
settings and locations
that the best games
appear. Airport Scanner
sits alongside Tiny
Tower in that category
as an unexpected
source for gaming fun.

02THE TENSION

As the X-ray
scanner operator there
is pressure on you to
find the illegal items
and keep the line
moving. It’s surprising
how much the tension
gets to you, and how it
enhances the game in
the process.

03THE TACTICS

46

AIRPORT
SCANNER

WE
LOVE IT
03WHY

Android | OS 2.3.3 |
Free | v1.2.5
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 |
£1.49/$1.99 | v1.2.4

You need to swipe
bags through quickly in
order to get everyone
to their flights on time,
as well as keep an
eye out for first-class
passengers who need
to be fast-tracked. This
game is far more tactical
than you might expect.

www.knowyourapps.com
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HOW TO…

HOW TO…

BECOME A RAPPER

WRITE, REFINE AND SPIT LYRICAL STREET SCRIPTURE

R

ap is a powerful form
of artistic expression
whereby language becomes
the instrument – and the real
beauty is that the rap itself
can be about anything.
All good craft starts with
a pen, so you’ll need a good
writing app to help you note
down life’s observations
quickly and easily. Following
that, you’ll need to formulate
a rhythm and manipulate your
words into free-flowing lines
before working on the delivery
to punctuate them and
communicate your story.
These apps should certainly
provide useful for anyone
looking to break into the rap
game. With time, practice and
dedication, any stuttering
novice can become future rap
royalty. The downloads listed
here should help you with
getting started.

1 Start writing

2 Get a beat

To start rapping you need some
lyrics, and there are plenty of good
apps that let you write flowing
text whenever inspiration strikes
you. Try Write Only, which is less
about editing and more about
quickly firing off words.

A good rap needs to have content
worth listening to, a flow and
convincing delivery. Get yourself
a simple beat-making app, such
as Beatbox+ and start composing
simple beats for you to rap along
to. You’ll be a pro in no time.

3 Make it flo’

4 Get some
expert tuition

Rapping is all about keeping words
to a rigid tempo and rhythm, so
you may need to substitute some
words for others in order to make
them fit snugly into a line. The
free Dictionary.com app has a very
handy built-in thesaurus.

As with learning any new skill, it’s
useful to watch the experts to pick
up extra tips. The How To Rap>
app pulls a bunch of rap-related
videos together and categorises
them for easy reference.

5 Get some feedback

6 Start performing

You won’t be able to mature
as a rapper until you get some
constructive feedback from others.
SoundCloud is a social network
for music fans and you can post
your own compositions up for
community scrutiny.

With your skills finely honed it’s
now time to take to the streets
and find somewhere to show off
your talent. The Open Mic Finder
Plus app is handy for finding
places to perform and getting an
audience in your area. Good luck!

TOP RAPPING APPS
WRITE ONLY

Designed for people who
want to focus on writing, this
is perfect for quick notes.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.1 | Free | v1.1

BEATBOX+

A simple but highly functional
app to help you create your own
beats to bend your raps around.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.0 | Free | v1.3

SOUNDCLOUD

A friendly and inviting social
network for music where you
can borrow beats and submit
tracks for feedback.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free | v2.6.1
Android | Varies | Free | Varies

HOW TO RAP>

Full of video content to inspire
you and hone your rap skills.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 |
£0.69/$0.99 | v1.0

VOCODER SYNTHESIZER SV-5

Polish your performance by
adding in some voice effects.
iPhone | iOS 3.0 |
£3.99/$6.99 | v1.2.0
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Final
Thought
The apps detailed
here can definitely help
you start learning and
developing the essential
skills needed to become a
rapper. Still, it always helps
if you’ve got a way with
words in the first place!

IN TOUCH

WONDERING
ABOUT THE
UNIVERSE

New video magazine
celebrates science
with some of the
finest minds around

THE INCOMPLETE MAP OF
THE COSMIC GENOME

Scientists, comedians
and presenters discuss
all aspects of life and
the universe that make them
curious and full of wonder.
iPad | iOS 5.1
| £5.99/$8.99 | v1.01

C

omedian Robin Ince is best known for costarring with TV physics whizz Professor
Brian Cox on the BBC Radio 4 series ‘The
Infinite Monkey Cage’, which takes a witty,
irreverent look at the world according to science.
Now Robin (pictured near left) has brought this
high-minded infotainment to iPad with the help
of developer Trent Burton (pictured far left). We
caught up with the pair to find out what inspired
them to create the Cosmic Genome.
How did this go from initial idea to app?
RI: Originally it was going to be a documentary
based on my current stand up show, The
Importance of Being Interested, but then Trent,
co-creator, suggested that an app would be better.
The idea was to convey the passionate minds of
people in the scientific world and also convey nonscientist comedians, writers, etc, passion for ideas.
Why did you decide to make this a
subscription-based app?
TB: In terms of the subscription model, that works
in line with the idea behind the app, that science
is incomplete, evolving and always updating. We
didn’t want to just issue it as a book with all the
content there for one fee for example. We’re
constantly filming new things and new people.
If there’s a new discovery, we can go and shoot
some stuff on that. It’s great that we don’t have
to have a fixed thing. Science is never static and
neither is the app.

Starring scientists and famous comedians
alike, was it difficult to pin down everyone for
the exclusive interviews?
RI: I basically corner people at every science event
I appear at and lure them into a room with a green
screen. Once they are trapped, they have nothing
else to do but talk about the Large Hadron Collider
or Charles Darwin. I am fortunate to work in many
environments where I rub shoulders with great
science communicators and people working on
intriguing ideas.
Science and comedy is not perhaps a
conventional marriage, what was it like
bringing the two together here?
RI: I think it might be quite conventional in some
ways, it’s just observational comedy but with a
telescope (or microscope) – the good thing about
science being the subject is you are never going to
run out of new material. Mind you, it’s not always
easy to get to a punchline with ideas of quantum
cosmology… in this world at least.
Would it be fair to say that the running theme
throughout the app is wide-eyed curiosity
from people of all walks of life?
TB: Definitely. I think one of the worst things
you can do is stop being curious about the world
around you and how it works. If we’d just
accepted things as they were – stopped being
curious – then discovery would’ve stopped
before we’d even sharpened the first rock. And
personally, I’m a fan of progress.
What has the feedback been like so far?
TB: One of the bits of feedback I’ve gotten
the biggest kick out of is what content
people are enjoying. We’ve had a few people
say they got the app because of Brian Cox,
Stewart Lee, Ben Goldacre… the more well
known names.
Then they’ve come across other people
and stories they’ve absolutely loved but
might not have had the opportunity or
good fortune to just stumble across
normally. Helen Czerski explaining how
fizzy drink bubbles work on your tongue
or Claire Benson telling the story of the
Bunsen burner are two examples of stuff
that people have come across, and told us
they found amazing.
I love that. I think it’s really important to
note that this isn’t just an app featuring
those science people off the telly. Yes,
they’re there, but there’s lots of working,
research scientists – the people down in
the trenches as it were – as well.

05 OF THE BEST SCIENCE APPS
THE ELEMENTS: A
VISUAL EXPLORATION

The periodic table
as you’ve never
seen it before in
this interactive app.
iPad | iOS 5.1
| £9.99/$13.99 | v1.1.1

iMUSCLE 2

A stunning
anatomy app filled
with incredibly
detailed exercises showing
how your muscles work.
iPad | iOS 6.0
| £1.99/$2.99 | v3.0.1

STAR WALK

A fantastic app
for any stargazer,
combining GPS and
AR to show you more of the
night sky than ever.
iPhone | iOS 4.3
| £1.99/$2.99 | v6.2.1

X IS FOR X-RAY (iPAD)

An alphabet of
everyday objects,
but X-rayed,
showing them as you’ve
never seen them before.
iPad | iOS 5.0
| £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0.3

MARCH OF THE
DINOSAURS

A fascinating and
detailed depiction
of life in the time
of the dinosaurs.
iPad | iOS 5.0
| £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0.1

www.knowyourapps.com
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GEAR GROUP TEST

GEAR GROUP TEST

CASES AND CARRIERS

THE BEST CASES AND BAGS TO CRADLE YOUR TABLETS AND LAPTOPS IN STYLE

OSPREY BETA PORT

There is no doubting the stand-out feature
of this bag, and that is the clear screen
under the front flap that allows you to use
your tablet even when it is securely tucked
away inside the bag. So rather than having
to unpack each time you want to quickly
check an email, just lift the front flap and
tap away. The rear of this section is padded
– as is the flap – to give your device plenty
of protection. As with the other bags here
the Osprey comes with a host of pockets
and sleeves for notepads, pens and other
devices, including a Velcrosecured, soft-lining laptop sleeve
at the rear of the bag.

BOOQ COBRA PACK

Once you get past the sheer size of this bag it is all
about the fine details that make it stand out. The
genuine leather trim is one thing, but the rubber,
fully waterproof bottom is a great touch. The Cobra
Pack’s primary function is as a laptop bag, but there is
a seemingly endless amount of pockets and pouches
into which you can put the other aspects of your life,
including your smartphone and tablet. The only thing
that puts us off slightly is the size, with this bag looking
and feeling like a small suitcase on your back.
£215.50/$333.20 | Booq | booqbags.co.uk

£N/A/$99 | Osprey | ospreypacks.com

BOOQ MAMBA
COURIER 13

A professional-looking bag thanks to
the patterned grey exterior and very
smart seatbelt-like buckles to hold
the front flap in place, the Mamba
Courier is a great choice if you’re
looking for something to take to the
office each day. Internally there are
compartments for notepads, as well
as a tablet-sized space for the 21st
Century worker. There is also a back
panel designed to fit a 13-inch laptop
that is cushioned on both sides for
added protection. For peace of mind
the Booq also comes with a barcode
tab that, once registered,
means you can locate your
bag should you lose it.
£81.00/$99.95 | Booq |
booqbags.co.uk

TUFF-LUV HERRINGBONE
TWEED 10’’ TABLET CASE

Your tablet is of course a precious piece of kit, and as such
protecting it is of vital importance. At the same time owners want
a case with a bit of style wrapped around their device too, which is
where cases like the Tuff-Luv come in. Compared to its rivals here
it’s very simple – it’s not a pocket-laden bag or satchel, just a carry
case with a fetching tweed wrapper. There’s also shock-absorbing
padding between the world and your device, and the incredibly
soft internal lining adds to the protection on offer. Easy
to carry with you or slip into your bag, this is an ideal
mode of device transport.
£19.99/$22.99 | Tuff Luv | tuff-luv.com
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STM LINEAR FOR iPAD SHOULDER BAG

A compact bag designed to house your compact tablet, the Linear has
a soft lining in the tablet section that is also padded on both sides to
keep your device surrounded and protected. There is also a smaller
front pocket and zipped pouch to house all your other necessities.
One of the best things about this bag is its understated nature; it
doesn’t scream ‘tablet bag’ and as such may just deter any unwanted
attention. It’s also fantastically lightweight, making it
completely hassle-free to travel with when you combine it
with its minimal size too.
£39.95/$55.00 | stm | stmbags.com.au

IN TOUCH

MY HOME SCREEN

THE NOVELIST

Alternative apps that can assist writers in staving off the block

W

riting can be a
tortuous pursuit,
especially when
the words dry up, inspiration
wanes and distractions and
procrastinating possibilities
present themselves. If you
want to knuckle down to
some serious writing then you
could do with ditching many
of your device’s native apps in
favour of tools better tuned to
the job – and we’ve carefully
picked the ideal alternatives.
So crack those knuckles and
get ‘write’ on with your next
big masterpiece thanks to our
home screen suggestions.

1

2

3

4

Goodreads

Audible for
Android

Inspirational
Pictures

CamScanner
– Phone PDF
Creator

INSPIRATIONAL
PICTURES

AUDIBLE FOR
ANDROID
5

Diaro –
personal
diary

9

6

7

Wikipedia

Writing
Prompts

Replacing Gallery

Replacing
Play Music

2

8

Catch Notes

10

As writing is
your world
and books are
your life, concentrate
on the spoken word.
This app offers millions
of audio books that are
available in an instant.

Rather than
looking at your
own blurry
photos, stare at some
altogether more inspiring
images instead through
this app – all of which
come with some
mindblowing quotes too.

3

Android | Varies |
Free | Varies

Android | OS 2.2 |
Free | v1.1

GOODREADS

CAMSCANNER
– PHONE PDF
CREATOR

DIARO –
PERSONAL DIARY

1

4

Dictaphone

Google
Earth

Replacing Camera

Replacing Contacts

If you are ever
caught
without your
phone and – shock,
horror – you have to
write on actual paper,
then this app allows
you to scan the
crumpled document
and make it digital.

A social network for
writers and readers,
this app can put you
in touch with your potential
audience and help you with
getting honest, critical
feedback on your work. You
can also search for nearby
literary events. No writer
should be without it.

Android | OS 2.0 |
Free | v2.1.2.20130609

Android | OS 1.5 |
Free | v1.12.3

WIKIPEDIA

Replacing Internet

The internet at
large is just a
distraction – just
stick with the Wikipedia
app and all the info you’ll
ever want is even closer at
hand for times of need.

6

Android | OS 2.2 |
Free | v1.3.4

Replacing Calendar

WRITING PROMPTS CATCH NOTES
Replacing Messaging

Replacing S Memo

Android | OS 2.2 |
£1.49/$2.99 | v3.3.1

Android | Varies |
Free | Varies

7

Why waste valuable 8
If the divine
writing time
sentence suddenly
fraternising with
forms in your head
other people through
then this app offers every
conventional texts when this possible means of getting it
app delivers a daily dose of
down, from hastily-typed
literary inspiration?
notes to voice recordings.

DICTAPHONE

Replacing S Translator

9

As you’ll be too busy
writing to ever go
abroad, the only
words you need to translate
are your own garbled
gibberish that this app will
expertly record for you.

Android | OS 2.2 |
Free | v1.5.0

All that matters
is the here and
now, so ditch
the standard calendar
app in favour of this
journal creator that
allows you to record all of
your thoughts on the go
– this is especially useful
if you find yourself
suddenly inspired.

5

Android | OS 2.1 |

Free | v3.1.7

GOOGLE EARTH

Replacing Navigation

If you need to
research a foreign
location, don’t waste
time actually going there!
Instead, hop onboard Google
Earth and teleport to any place
on the planet instantly.

10

Android | Varies |
Free | Varies
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APPS PEOPLE GEAR
APPS IN REAL LIFE

“THE PADDLER IS THE MOST TECH-SAVVY DEMOGRAPHIC
I’VE EVER ENCOUNTERED… THEY ARE VERY EARLY
ADAPTORS SO YOU NEED TO BE AT THE CUTTING-EDGE”
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APPS IN
REAL LIFE
THE KAYAKER

Keeping any business afloat can
be difficult, but whitewater kayak
manufacturer Jackson Kayak has
found a way to get rapid results
using the iPad and iPhone

I

t’s amazing what you save in time,
frustration, and dollars when
[everyone is] on the same platform
for communications,” said James
McBeath, director of marketing for
Jackson Kayak, revealing the secret to
the company’s success.
Jackson Kayak build whitewater,
fishing and exploration kayaks and stand
up paddleboards – ‘SUPs’ to those in
the know. Distributing its kayaks across
over 200 dealers across America as
well as Europe, Asia and beyond, the
company’s 120-strong workforce has to
be everywhere, following competitions
from river to river and meeting with
their clients. For instance, the company
headquarters in Tennessee, while
McBeath works remotely from Canada.
“Our factory, team, designers and
production make sure innovation
happens, [while] our unique management
and team being spread out across
the globe has made us approachable,”
said James. “With those two brand
characteristics we have long been
number one in whitewater, and have
quickly risen to the top in fishing too.”
To ensure this global team is always
in constant contact, Jackson Kayak
furnished its employees with iPhones
and iPads. While this might seem costly,
James said it was the cheapest and most
practical option: “What the dawn of the
iPhone and iPad did was to cut down the
cost of setting a single new employee up
to exponentially less. Instead of buying
a full PC with Microsoft Office, we were
buying an iPad and $9 worth of apps for
writing, presentations and 99-cents apps
for other key processes.”

THE QUICK QUESTIONS…

DO YOU PREFER
iPHONE, iPAD OR
ANDROID DEVICES?
iPhone and iPad
are my weapons
of choice. I’ve
played with the
Galaxy too.

ARE YOU A BIG APP
DOWNLOADER?

I spend a lot of time checking
out productivity apps. I’m a big
believer in finding the right
tools for the growing number of
processes I lead. There are some
amazing apps out there.

Whereas communications had once
been a complicated business, the iPhone
and iPad ecosystem provided a common
platform. Tablets, smartphones and apps
are now central to how they do business.
“At every corner of our business
we have either a smartphone or tablet
integrated in our day-to-day work – or
both. From the standard communications
to the many shared documents,
processes involving remote cameras to
iPads and more. Accounting, shipping,
sales presentations: we do it all with a
growing number of apps.”
Surprisingly, despite often working in
wild and isolated locations, the company
has never had a problem with a lack of
Wi-Fi or 3G. “Inbred into our cultures are
the Starbucks of the world, Wi-Fi cafés,
etc,” explains James. “It’s simply not hard
to find a hotspot. I’d say the biggest
challenge in the last couple years was
a 20-day trip to Mexico, in very remote
locales. But we got on the web first in
the morning, lunch and after dinner.”
Even if lattes and free Wi-Fi are
available on every street, James has
to admit that iPhones and iPads aren’t
always durable enough for the roughand-tough world of water rafting. “You
always have to be careful, but the covers,

WHAT WOULD BE THE APP YOU SHOW
OFF TO FRIENDS?

SG Project Pro. I am director of
marketing with a team spread
out all over the world. This is a
project management system that
traditionally would cost thousands!
I track everything from this app.

cases and standard whitewater dry
gear helps greatly in the protection of
stuff. Funny though, it’s always off the
water the issues happen!”
Jackson Kayak have built a business
around being at the cutting edge of
the mobile business. But how do they
balance these two seemingly opposing
identities of the tech geek and the
extreme sports lover?
“After 25+ years marketing […] I
have to say that the paddler is the
most tech-savvy demographic I’ve
ever encountered. They are very early
adaptors too, so as a manufacturer you
need to be at the cutting edge.”
With this in mind, it’s no surprise
Jackson Kayak has embraced new
media, regularly posting up instructional
YouTube videos and even planning to
branch into the app world themselves.
“Next step is the app, creating a tool
for us, our dealers and customers. Lots
to do there in our processes that track
the kayaks from production to the end
user. Our direction in the use of smart
tech on the public side is always lead by
out team. Our Whitewater, fishing and
exploration team take the Google Glass’
out there and spin our content out using
them, through them and with them.”

JAMES MCBEATH’S TOP 05 APPS
NUMBERS

With Pages and
Keynote, it offers
an office suite that
is practical for everyone.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.1 |
£6.99/$9.99

SKYPE

This app is pretty
much responsible
for our entire
communications platform.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free
Android | Varies | Free

PDF READER

Documents To Go
and PDF Reader
help with being allcompatible and are integral.
iPad | iOS 4.3 |
£2.99/$4.99

REELDIRECTOR

We do a lot of video
editing on the road
and this allows us to
produce immediately.
iPhone+ | iOS 3.1 |
£1.49/$1.99

DROPBOX

We use cloud
platforms for
collaboration so
that everyone can share.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free
Android | OS 2.2 | Free
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APPS PEOPLE GEAR
GEARROUND UP

GEAR ROUNDUP
INCIPIO ATLAS
WATERPROOF CASE

TED BAKER
iPHONE 5 CASE

As is customary with Ted Baker
smartphone cases these days, this
makes quite a fashion statement
once wrapped around your phone.
The diamond pattern is called
SlimTim and really does make your
device stand out. The familiar hardshell back and side protection is
in place, as well as the Ted Baker
branding for that show-off touch.
£29.95/$39.95 | Ted Baker |
tedbaker.com

The wrestling match that occurs just to open
this case is arguably the best indication of how
watertight it is. The Atlas is military standard in
its ability to withstand water, dust, and shock. It
easily protects your phone within its hard-shell
exterior, trimmed with a shock absorbing rubberlike interior. The screen is made from tempered
glass to protect your smartphone without
jeopardising usage.
£69.99/$89.99 | Incipio |
atlas.incipio.com

PONG CLASSIC
SAMSUNG GALAXY
NEXUS

The Classic in this case’s name is the
best way to describe it because of the
minimum of fuss it carries. However,
there are plenty of impressive touches
hidden beneath the surface too, with
a built-in antenna that draws energy
and radiation away from you, as well
as providing more efficient signal
distribution and strength. Very handy
and not bad for a lightweight and
minimal piece of design.
£19.99/$59.99 | Pong |
pongresearch.com

QDOS Q-BOPZ

Thanks to its suction pad the Q-Bopz can be set
up almost anywhere and used hands-free – and
that is it’s biggest plus. The speaker comes with
a USB charge cable, and once fully powered up
can give you up to seven hours of playback time.
The Q-Bopz is available in a range of colours, and
is ideal for boosting music from your
device in the car, outside or beyond.
£29.99/$N/A | QDOS | qdossound.com
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Apps Magazine brings you the apps that matter every issue, wading through the sea of the App
Store and Google Play to find the gems that you might otherwise miss. Keep up to date and make
sure you have the hottest apps around, every month, by subscribing today.
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SOCIAL
I love playing The Simpsons:
Tapped Out on my iPad, but I
have just bought an iPhone 5
and the game feels too small
to play on the smartphone.
Can you recommend any other
town-building games that work
on the small screen?
Claire,
via email
You have a few options when it
comes to town or city-builders
that are suitable for the iPhone
screen. One option being Triple
Town. This is a combination of
a gem-matching game with
a town-builder. Users have to
match bushes, trees and houses
in order to upgrade them and
keep building up their town.

ABOVE: There are several options
for town-building games
Another option is MegaCity,
which is an evolving puzzle
game where users have to earn
points for the different 6x7 grids

YOUR MESSAGES, TWEETS & PHOTOS
FOLLOW
US ON
TWITTER

@Knowyourapps

CLICK
THE
LIKE BUTTON

/AppsMagazine

SEND US AN EMAIL
TODAY WITH YOUR
THOUGHTS OR FAVOURITE APPS

apps@imagine-publishing.co.uk

within their city, having to reach
a target for each line of the grid
before it moves off the edge
of the screen and new plots
appear. It’s a scrolling puzzle
where planning skills are crucial
to success, and an interesting
twist on the genre.
The game that is closest
to Tapped Out would be Pixel
People, where the aim is to
splice together the genres of
different citizens and create
new jobs in the process. It’s very
much in the cute, Tiny Tower
pixel-art mould, and well worth
having a look.
Are there some apps that will
drain my battery more than
others? What would be the
cause of it?
Natalie,
via email
It is true that some apps can
have a bigger drain on your
battery life than others, and this
is due to the different settings
that they use. For example
messaging apps that rely on
Push Notifications can have an
impact on your battery. The
same is true of email apps that
have to fetch data on a regular
basis. It’s also worth keeping
tabs on apps that require
Location Services as this can
drain your battery. All of these
services can be switched off
or altered in your settings to
improve your battery’s life span.

WORD ON
APPSPOSURE
THE TWEET YOUR PHOTOS, AND THE APPS YOU MADE THEM WITH
Have your say
on Twitter

@_alexmarshall93
PopAGraph is quite
cool, like Instagram
filters but with subtle
3D. Can also apply
different filters to foreand background
@eekbrain
I’m excited about
Angry Birds Star Wars
2 because of Yoda
@gregorylent
In thirty years
collecting apps will
be seen like your
grandmother’s teacup
collection, a quaint
anachronism

CAMERA

Android | Free

SNAPSEED

iPhone | Free

‘I TOOK THIS WITH
THE STOCK CAMERA
APPLICATION ON MY
GALAXY SII RECENTLY’

‘TAKEN ON iPHONE
5 AND EDITED IN
SNAPSEED WHILE AT
GOODWOOD’

@eekbrain

@activrightbrain
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Another big drain can be
high-end games that require
a lot of processing power to
perform. Try and limit your
playing time if you can – we
know it’s tough, but it should
save your battery that extra
precious few per cent.
I’m planning my wedding. Are
there any apps that can help
me with this?
Corinne,
via email
First of all, congratulations!
There are a few apps out there
that would be very useful
during the frantic planning of
your big day, and one of the
best is Wedding Budget on
iPhone. The app allows you
to keep track of the crucial
expenses, breaking it down
section by section. Another
great download is Wedding
Planner for iPad, which allows
you to plan every aspect of
the wedding from scratch. You
can import contacts to create
a guest list, set budgets for
different areas of the wedding
there is even a built-in seating
planner. This is your virtual
assistant in the run-up to the
big day and a very good one at
that. We actually put together
our own Group Test of the best
wedding planner apps back in
Issue 24, which you can still get
from Newsstand, Google Play
and beyond.

IN TOUCH

COMPETITION

WIN! STYLISH LAPTOP AND
iPAD BACKPACK WORTH £215
CARRY YOUR DEVICES WITH STYLE AND EASE USING
THESE COOL CARRY CASES

Thanks to Booq, we have four of the coolest cases and bags you can
buy to give away. We have a Cobra Pack backpack and three Mamba
Courier 13 shoulder bags as runner up prizes. Crafted from the highest
quality materials, these ergonomically designed cases offer both
protection for your laptop and tablet as well as support for your back,
while looking significantly sleeker than your run-of-the-mill carry cases.
The Cobra Pack is shaped like a backpack and is the ultimate
companion for the frequently traveling creative professional, with space
for a 17-inch MacBook Pro or PC laptop. Also with an inside pocket for
your iPad, the bag is made from rugged nylon with waterproof coating
and is heavily padded to keep your all-important gadgets safe. Intended

for multipurpose use, the Cobra Pack also features a convenient water
bottle pocket and as well as adjustable straps.
The Mamba Courier is an elegant messenger-style shoulder bag,
purpose built to carry either a 13-inch MacBook Pro or MacBook Air, an
iPad and iPhone, and all your other essential work accessories. Like the
Cobra Pack, this lightweight case is made of waterpoof material with a
durable strap to ensure your contents are secure.
The Cobra Pack is normally worth £215.50/$265.00 and the Mamba
Courier 13’s worth £81.00/$99.95, but you could be in with chance to
win either of them for free if you answer the following question. To
view more of the Booq range, visit www.booqbags.co.uk

What size MacBook Pro or laptop can the
Cobra Pack support?
A. 6 INCH
B. 17 INCH
C. 20 INCH

FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON
BOOQ, SCAN

DON’T HESITATE TO
ENTER, SEND YOUR
ANSWER TODAY
apps@imagine-publishing.co.uk

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

To submit your answer, simply email apps@imagine-publishing.co.uk with the subject line ‘Booq Comp’. Please include your full name, age and address. The closing date for entries
is 13 September 2013. Please be aware that answers must be submitted to the above email address only. This competition is open to residents of the United Kingdom and Ireland
only. Imagine Publishing has the right to substitute the prize for a similar item of equal or higher value. Employees of Imagine Publishing (including freelancers), their relatives, or
any agents are not eligible to enter. The editor’s decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into. Prizes cannot be exchanged for cash. Full terms and conditions are
available upon request. From time to time, Imagine Publishing or its agents may send you related material or special offers. If you do not want to receive this, please state it clearly
on your competition entry.
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FEATURE | 50 ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY APPS

50
ESSENTIAL
EVERYDAY

APPS
TOP DOWNLOADS YOU
CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT

W

e are creatures of habit, so it is unsurprising that as smartphones
and tablets have taken a more central role in the different aspects of
our lives, apps have appeared that we rely on every day. Whether it‘s
checking your email as you have your morning coffee or kicking back with Netflix
when you get home, our devices are constantly helping, relaxing and organising us.
This feature guides you through all the apps you’ll ever need in the course of an
ordinary day, as well as a few to keep you occupied over the weekend. The apps
here range from the functional to-do lists of Clear and the organising nature of
Fantastical, to addictive games like Angry Birds right to pass the time, through to
sports news apps, as well as the easiest way to hail a cab home.
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50 ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY APPS | FEATURE

WAKING UP
WARMLY
Android | OS 2.3 | £1.49/$1.99

FREAKYALARM
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

Describing itself as a
friendlier way to start
your day, Warmly is not
your average harsh
alarm clock. Instead the app wakes
you up to the sound of something
much more appetising – in some
cases literally, as some of the
available tones include frying bacon
or brewing coffee.

From the gentle to the
brutal; FreakyAlarm
is designed to jolt
your brain into life
by refusing to turn off until you
have completed a brainteaser
or challenge. It could be to scan
something in your kitchen or solve
a maths equation. Either way, it’ll
force you to get up in the morning!

BBC
WEATHER
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

POCKET
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

You always want to
know what kind of
day you’ve woken up
to, and the sleek BBC
Weather app is the ideal way to tell
you. Swipe through the day hourby-hour so you can plan ahead,
deciding whether you need the
umbrella or the sunscreen.

One of the first things
you do when you wake
up is check what’s
happening in the world,
but you might not necessarily
have time to look through all your
favourite news sources. This is
where Pocket comes in, giving you
space to save articles to read later.

Android | Varies | Free

6:00
A.M.

7:30
A.M.

Android | Varies | Free

GETTING UP
STYLEBOOK
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

FANTASTICAL
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

Now you know what’s
in store in terms of
the weather and your
schedule, it’s time to
match that up to the wardrobe. Find
the right suit to ace that morning
meeting, or the casual look perfect
for that lunch date with this digital
library of your clothes.

Once you’re out of bed
it’s time to see what’s
in store today, and this
is where Fantastical is
perfect. The app schedules
events and also
shows you your
entire day
in multiple
ways.

MAILBOX
iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | Free
No matter what your
line of work is, the
chances are you will
have mail waiting for
you as soon as you wake up. Mailbox
is one of the smoothest email apps
around, so you can stay on top of
your correspondence.

RIGHT: Use Fantastical to
organise your events

www.knowyourapps.com

21

FEATURE | 50 ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY APPS

WORKING OUT
WORKOUT
iPhone | iOS 6.1 | £0.69/$0.99

Plenty of us like to
start our day with
some exercise, and
this app is the perfect
download for those who want to
ease themselves into the whole
fitness thing. With simple exercises
for around the house and steady
time increases, this is a great way to
start the morning.

ENDOMONDO
SPORTS
TRACKER
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

ADRIAN JAMES 6 PACK
ABS
WORKOUT
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

No matter what your
sport is, Endomondo
can help you track
your progress and your
personal goals. There’s also a news
feed for social interaction with
other exercise enthusiasts, for that
added sense of competition.

An impressive app
should you want to give
your abs a work over
first thing. With varying
difficulty as well as sections on meal
planning and tutorials on how to
get your exercises right, this is a
comprehensive app. There are few
better ways to start your day.

Android | Varies | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | £0.69/$1.12

ABOVE: A video and RIGHT: Monitor

8:00
A.M.

9:00
A.M.

instructions are
provided

yourself with
Endomondo

“YOUR TRAIN RIDE
INTO WORK WILL
SIMPLY FLY BY”

ON THE COMMUTE
STICK
TENNIS
iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | Free

PULSE
NEWS
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

ANGRY
BIRDS SPACE
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

All of the games in the
Stick Sports series are
highly addictive and
great to jump in and
out of, but Stick Tennis has real
intensity to its play. With simple
controls, this is also an easy pickup-and-put-down, making it the
perfect commuting game.

The commute is one
of the few chances to
sit down and catch up
with the news, and
Pulse allows you to do that more
efficiently than most. Thanks to
multi-touch gestures and a host of
feeds on screen, you can fly through
all the news that interests you.

The most successful of
the Angry Birds apps so
far, the jump into space
means players have to
work with planetary
orbits, the pull of gravity and plenty
more. Your train ride into work will
simply fly by once you start playing
this version of the famous game.

TWEETBOT
FOR
TWITTER
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99

TUNEIN RADIO PRO

Now is also a great time
to check your Twitter
feed and Tweetbot
is the best way to do
that. The app allows you to swipe
between multiple timelines, create
filters to mute hashtags and
users, as well as sync your timeline
position across devices.

While you’re checking
your news and Twitter
feed, TuneIn gives you
the chance to listen to
your favourite breakfast show. With
more than 70,000 live radio stations
available to stream as well as two
million podcasts, you will never be
short of audio content.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free
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Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99
Android | OS 2.1 | £3.31/$4.99

50 ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY APPS | FEATURE

AROUND THE OFFICE
CLOUDON
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

DROPBOX
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

SWIFTKEY
KEYBOARD
Android | Varies |

CLEAR
iPhone | iOS 6.0 | £1.49/$1.99

Staying productive
when you’re in and
out of the office can
be something of a
challenge, but CloudOn changes
that. The app gives you full access
to Microsoft Office for free, so you
can create and edit files as you rush
around between tasks.

Have all of your key files
with you at all times
thanks to Dropbox’s
cloud service. The app
allows you to open most file types
across your devices, and you have
2GB of space to fill with what ever
you need, whether it’s photos,
videos or a word document.

Being able to type as
fast as you can on your
smartphone or tablet
is no mean feat on a
touchscreen, but SwiftKey goes
some way to making it possible.
SwiftKey learns as you type,
eventually predicting words and
auto-correcting accurately.

Now that you’ve settled
at your desk it’s worth
creating and checking
your to-do list, and
the best way to do this is with the
efficiency of Clear. There are no
distractions here, just your lists and
the gestures to organise them. With
the help of this app, you’ll be more
productive than ever.

Android | Varies | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

£2.99/$3.99

EVERMEETING

iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

9:30
A.M.

11:45
A.M.

An impressive arsenal
of tools to take into any
meeting, evermeeting
allows you to create
and share the agenda beforehand,
as well as including recording
functionality to capture the
minutes. The plethora of icons and
its cool interface also makes for a
great productivity app.

LEADING A
PRESENTATION
HAIKU
DECK
iPad | iOS 5.0 | Free

MOBILE
MOUSE PRO
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99

The perfect app
for making your
presentations stand out
from the crowd, Haiku
Deck is almost an anti-Keynote,
offering stylish themes around
which to create your slideshows.
The app even contains links to
Creative Commons and Getty
Images to help your work stand out.

Turn your iPhone into
a remote for your Mac
or PC, so you can focus
on presenting and not
on fiddling with your computer. The
app works as a mouse as well as a
file browser and even responds to
the motion of your hand to allow
you to control your desktop.

Android | OS 2.1 | £1.88/$2.99

www.knowyourapps.com
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HEADING OUT
FOR LUNCH
URBANSPOON
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

HUNGRYHOUSE
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

Urbanspoon uses GPS
to find restaurants
close to you, as well
as discover previously
unknown places. The app also
allows you to compare picks with
friends and find new restaurants.

Don’t want to leave
the office but fancy
something different?
Try hungryhouse –
this download allows you to find
takeaway outlets near you, and
order easily from within the app.

ABOVE: Discover new favourites and
easily locate restaurants

ABOVE: A variety of cuisine is available

Android | OS 2.0.1 | Free

1:00
P.M.

1:30
P.M.

ON YOUR
LUNCH BREAK
FLIPBOARD
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

KOBO
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

Now offering you
the power to create
your own magazines
using articles you find
elsewhere, Flipboard remains a
fantastic combination of news and
social feeds in the form of a digital
mag. The user-friendly approach
makes it perfect for a casual browse
while you eat lunch.

A great way to retreat
from work for an hour or
so is to dive into a book
– Kobo allows you to
do just that, with a library of more
than three million books to choose
from. Kobo’s boasts unique social
features, which allow you to debate
about books with other users and
clock up stats as you read.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | Varies | Free

THE
SIMPSONS: TAPPED OUT
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free Android | OS 2.3.3 | Free
Having made it through the
morning, allow yourself to
unwind by taking a trip to
Springfield with The Simpsons:
Tapped Out and build your own version of
the town. The beauty of this game is its
longevity, so you can keep coming back each
day and develop the town to perfection.
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RIGHT: View social networks and
news feed in a stylish magazine
display with Flipboard

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

just by searching your post code

50 ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY APPS | FEATURE

AFTER WORK SOCIAL
FOURSQUARE
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

YELP
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

INSTAGRAM
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

When you’re heading
out after work you’ll
want to make sure
you end up in the right
place, so use Foursquare to find
out where everyone has checked
in. Doing so can also get you some
handy money-saving deals to make
the evening even sweeter.

In other instances you
might have gathered up
a group of colleagues
but be unsure of the
best place to go – and this is where
Yelp comes in handy. The app
can find you a great bar close by,
complete with a price range that
suits the whole group.

The chances are you
might want to grab
a few pictures while
you’re out, and there is
no better place to go for snapping
and sharing than Instagram. The
filters allow you to jazz up your
images and then share them with
your followers and the rest of the
community. You can now also record
videos of your evening out.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | Varies | Free

ABOVE: Share your day with friends
using filtered photos and videos

6:00
P.M.

HEADING
HOME

“NO
STAN MORE
IN TH DING
E RA ABOU
IN” T

HAILO
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

BUSMAPPER
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

A seriously impressive
app for hailing a cab,
it’s actually possible to
get a taxi in just two
taps, even paying beforehand for a
smoother trip if you so wish. Hailo
finds cabs near you and lets them
come to you, so no more hopeless
standing about in the rain.

Trying to make sense
of the huge timetables
printed at bus stops is
a journey in itself, but
Busmapper changes all that. This
app gives you walking directions
to the relevant stop as well as live
updates concerning any arriving
buses. This should make getting
home safe that little bit easier.

TUBE
MAP
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free

STEARCLEAR
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | OS 2.1 | Free

The London
Underground can
confuse anyone, but
this Tube Map app can
be a real lifesaver. It allows you
to plan a route, get an estimated
journey time as well as alerts on any
engineering works going on.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

This is quite an idea – if
you took the car to work
but stopped for a drink
or two after your shift,
StearClear allows you to book a
two-man team to come and pick you
and your car up, and get you home
safely. Sadly, US-only for now.

9:00
P.M.

RIGHT: Use Tube Map to make sure
you’re never caught out

HOPSTOP
TRANSIT DIRECTIONS FOR IPHONE
iPhone | iOS 6.0 | Free Android | OS 2.1 | Free
HopStop covers buses, subways,
trains and taxis so you can always
find a mode of transport to get
you home. Heavily focused on
US cities, but also covering Europe as well as
Australia and New Zealand.

LEFT: Detailed maps across various modes of
transport, HopStop is a great transport app
www.knowyourapps.com
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RELAXING AT HOME
NETFLIX
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

ZEEBOX
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

FACEBOOK
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

Once you get home,
Netflix allows you to
kick back with your
favourite TV shows
thanks to its fantastic library of
episodes and entire seasons. Cloud
saving means you can pick up from
the same place on different devices.
There’s a month’s free trial too.

Tweeting while
watching TV is a big
thing these days, and
zeebox feeds on this by
bringing viewers together in one
place to discuss shows. You can
easily start chats – and there’s even
a remote control option for your TV
from within the app.

Now you’re winding
down it’s a good time
to check your Facebook
and see what your
friends have been up to. Of course
you have chat built in should
you want a quick catch-up, and
Chatheads now make that an even
smoother experience.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

PAPER BY FIFTYTHREE

7:30
P.M.

10:00
P.M.

iPad | iOS 5.0 | Free
Paper is the ideal
destination for
channeling creativity,
even if you’re winding
down. With a host of stylish tools
and notebooks, this app is ideal for
casual doodling as well as detailed
drawings. You can also purchase
and download some extra tools to
add the perfect final touches.

HAVING
FRIENDS OVER
KARAOKE
ANYWHERE
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99

REAL
RACING 2 HD
iPad | iOS 4.0 | £4.99/$6.99

It makes a great night
out, and Karaoke
Anywhere means you
can get the singing
experience even in your own front
room. The app has more than
10,000 songs in its library and you
can output to your TV for lyrics and
a group singalong if you like.

The second instalment in
the brilliant Real Racing
series comes with a very
cool Party Play feature,
allowing you to challenge friends when
in the same room using AirPlay, and
split-screen your TV. Great controls, fun
graphics and a truly accessible format,
this is the perfect social game for your
night in with friends.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

SPEAKEASY
COCKTAILS
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | £6.99/$9.99
A great trick when entertaining is to get the
drinks flowing, especially if you have a mixture
of friends over. Speakeasy Cocktails is the
perfect way to get everyone acquainted. There
are video tutorials and more than 200 recipes at your
disposal, as well as a selection of photos and slideshows.

LEFT: Observe the instructions and become
a cocktail-shaking master in no time
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ABOVE: Catch up with friends and the
events of their day with Facebook

50 ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY APPS | FEATURE

BED TIME
DREAM:ON
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

IBIS
SLEEP ART
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

Something very
different to drift off
with, Dream:ON uses
ambient sound to affect
your dreams. Users can download
soundscapes from the in-app store,
each one designed to change the
dream theme that you encounter.
It provides a different way to relax
after a long day at work.

An interesting thing
to set up before you
go to sleep, Sleep
Art monitors your
movements in bed during the night
and turns them into a personalised
masterpiece. All your night’s work is
saved into your very own gallery for
you to observe and interpret in the
morning. Very intriguing.

AMBIANCE
RELAX
AND SLEEP
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99
Android | OS 1.5 | Free
Android | OS 2.2 | £1.99/$2.99

RIGHT: Have a ‘purr-fect ‘night’s

11:30
P.M.

sleep with the right apps

It might be that you’ve
had a long or stressful
day at work and find
yourself in need of
something to help you relax.
Ambiance has more than 2,500 free
sounds to choose from. Users can
even customise and mix sounds to
personalise what you fall asleep to.

A combination of alarm
clock and ambient
sound creator, Relax
and Sleep allows you
to create your own soundbeds, so
you can fall asleep to sounds that
you’ve created thanks to the inapp scrollbars. There’s also a list of
preset sounds to work with, which
are easily customised.

SOMETHING FOR
THE WEEKEND
ESPN
SCORECENTER
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

FORESEE
iPhone+ | iOS 5.1 | £1.49/$1.99

It can be frustrating having to
avoid the chatter of results.
But with ScoreCenter, even
when you are out and about
over the weekend you can keep an eye
on how your favourite teams are faring.
You can customise it to get alerts from
particular games you’re interested in, and
there are even several videos too.

It’s always nice when an
app goes above and beyond
expectations. A mixture of
weather app and personal
planner, Foresee will alert you when the
weather is best for the activities you
input into it. For example, you’ll get a
notification when the weather is just right
for that BBQ or round of golf on a Sunday.
An excellent addition to your home screen.

INSTAPAPER
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

SONGKICK
CONCERTS
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Android | OS 2.3.3 | £1.93/$2.99

There are few things finer than
reading the newspapers in bed
with a cup of tea on a Sunday
morning. Instapaper allows
you to get that feeling but with stories
that you’ve picked from your favourite
news feeds and social network. This is a
personalised newspaper to be enjoyed.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Ideal for finding some
music on a Saturday night,
Songkick actually builds a
personalised calendar of gigs
after scanning your library for your taste
in music. As a result, you’ll be saved the
search, and never be short of things to do
or bands to see over any given weekend.

RIGHT: Will your weekend kick
around match be called off due to
rain? Find out with Foresee
www.knowyourapps.com
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WHICH IS THE
BEST CHAT APP?
A DETAILED LOOK AT THE CONTENDERS FOR YOUR CONTACTS BOOK

iMESSAGE

HANGOUTS

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | N/A

iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | Free | v1.1.1

The exclusive service for iOS users, iMessage works between
iPhone, iPad and Mac over Wi-Fi or using your data plan to allow
you to send near instant messages to your friends for free.

MULTIMEDIA

MULTIMEDIA

GROUP MESSAGING

GROUP MESSAGING

Capture photos and videos from
within the app as well as quickly link
to your media library to select files
to send. iMessage also supports
users passing locations and contact
information, and Siri can also be
called to action to write and send
your message for you.

An unlimited number of recipients
can be added if they are all using
iMessage. The app also tells you each
time someone is typing a response.
All multimedia options are still open,
and each person’s input into the
conversation is clearly marked so it’s
easy for you to keep track.

Hangouts supports multiple media
formats, with users able to easily
swap photos with one another. The
app also supports video calls with up
to ten friends, something that gives
it an edge over WhatsApp. It also
comes with a host of built-in emojis
should they be your thing.

ABOVE: No limit is imposed on
number of group chat members

One of Hangouts’ biggest strengths,
group messaging, is supported in
both text form and video. You can
simultaneously video chat with up
to nine other friends; a seriously
impressive feature that no one else
can offer. You can have the same
number in text Hangouts chats.

HIDDEN COSTS

HIDDEN COSTS

SMS INTEGRATION

SMS INTEGRATION

When iMessage is active, you’re using
Wi-Fi or cellular data, so cost is not
something that needs to worrying
about. This includes sending images
and videos between the members of
your group, but this positive is offset
by the fact that this app is limited
just to Apple users.

Part of the messages app uses
your mobile number, iMessage is
essentially an instant messaging
boost for your SMS set-up. So long
as your conversation theme is blue,
iMessage is active and users can also
start FaceTime video calls with any
compatible contacts.

VERDICT

ABOVE: Video call with up to
nine other users

No in-app purchases, the only thing
you have to be aware of when using
the app over 3G and video calling
is how quickly your data allowance
could vanish. Beyond that, Hangouts
won’t charge you a thing to stay
in touch with your friends across
devices and platforms.

ABOVE: Send messages to
friends on their iOS device

A slick and impressive app that is only
held back by its exclusivity when
compared to the other apps here.
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Android | Varies | Free | v1.0.2.695251

The new kid on the block as an independent app, Hangouts is a
mixture of Google Talk replacement and chat features from within
Google+. Hangouts also has great video-calling functionality.

The biggest restriction here is the
lack of SMS integration within the
app. This means that right now, only
those with a Google login can take
advantage of the app. You can invite
friends to join Hangouts via SMS, but
nothing more – though Google has
said integration is on the way.

VERDICT

ABOVE: A clean interface keeps
chats and activity organised

Without SMS integration this app can’t
challenge for the chat crown, despite
its impressive video-calling features.

WHICH IS THE BEST CHAT APP? | FEATURE

FACEBOOK MESSENGER

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v2.5

Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v2.5.3

Has the big name attached to it and since becoming an independent
app, Facebook Messenger has become a very handy go-to for getting
in touch with those important to you quickly and easily.

WHATSAPP MESSENGER

iPhone | iOS 4.3 |£0.69/$0.99 | v2.10.1

MULTIMEDIA

MULTIMEDIA

GROUP MESSAGING

GROUP MESSAGING

Facebook Messenger allows for all
the same sharing features as the
full Facebook app, so users can send
URLs and links as well as the usual
videos and images. A recent update
has also introduced large animated
stickers to rival the popular emoji
within your conversations.

There is a limit on the number of
people you can include in a group
message, but that number is 250 so
shouldn’t cause you too many issues.
The app will also tell you who has
seen the message within the group,
so you always know where everyone
is at in your conversation.

WhatsApp allows users to send
any multimedia file as a message,
including the more unusual voice
note option. Select images and
videos from your library, or capture
them in-app before sending. You can
even share your location if you want,
similar to a Facebook-style check in.

ABOVE: Easily send images and
video through the app

Create group chats at will with an
allowance of up to 50 participants.
You can set a subject name and
a themed icon, whether you’re
planning a reunion or just chatting to
your circle of friends. Users can be
added and removed at any point as
the conversation develops.

HIDDEN COSTS

HIDDEN COSTS

SMS INTEGRATION

SMS INTEGRATION

There can be costs, but they aren’t
hidden as Facebook will give you a
notification if your action could incur
data charges. This can occur if you
try to send a text message from the
app, which is possible on Android
devices where you can sign in using
your mobile number.

If you are an Android user, you are
able to sign up with just a name and
a mobile number, before hooking up
with your Contacts Book and being
able to message your friends via the
app. Although the risk of charges
may discourage some, especially
compared to its rivals here.

VERDICT

Android | OS 2.1 | Free | v2.10.768

Cross-platform and truly accessible, WhatsApp is probably the
favourite for this test given its huge popularity and solid functionality.
It covers pretty much all of the key features users desire.

ABOVE: Interact with friends in
groups of up to 50 people

Nothing at the moment, but this is
changing at the end of 2013, with
the first year being free before a
$0.99 per year subscription cost
comes into effect. It’s a big shift in
price structure that may turn some
off, but it is still incredibly reasonable
given the features on offer.

ABOVE: Use stickers to add
character to conversations

Given the reach of Facebook, this app
is brilliantly handy – it definitely has its
place on your home screen.

Hooks up with your Contacts Book
and users your mobile number, but
without any of the costs of SMS.
WhatsApp even adds all the numbers
it recognises as being WhatsApp
users to your Favourites section,
so you don’t have to do any of the
irritating integration.

VERDICT

ABOVE:Integration is already
taken care of with Favourites

Ticks every box and is
wonderfully easy to use,
WhatsApp is the reigning king.
www.knowyourapps.com
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PROTECT YOUR
PRIVACY WITH APPS
I

Pro tips and advice to protect your data from prying eyes

n the wake of the PRISM scandal, many people
are rethinking what information they share
online. In addition to asking who is looking at
their browsing history, smartphone and tablet
users have extra considerations. Having GPS built
in to your device is great when you need directions
on Google Maps, but it also means you’re sharing
your location all the time. Not necessarily just
with Google, but with any apps that you’ve given
permission to access your location cache. If this
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includes social networks, you could also be sharing
your location every time you tweet. Unsecured WiFi hotspots can also result in malware and spyware
downloading to your device.
Beyond the realms of spy games and Matrixlike computer hacking, without protecting your
private data you’re making it easy for criminals to
steal your identity. A survey by credit reference
agency Equifax has revealed that while more than
a quarter of people use online banking on their

phone, a third do not log out of social media or
banking websites, 42 per cent fail to clear their
browser history and 45 per cent do not protect
their smartphones with passwords. As a result, all
of this information would be readily available on a
lost or stolen smartphone or tablet.
We’ve compiled a list of essential apps and
interviewed experts to offer their professional
advice on how you can better protect your private
life – both in cyberspace and in the real world.

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY | FEATURE

PROTECT YOUR CALLS DON’T LET ANYONE LISTEN IN ON YOUR VOICE AND VIDEO CALLS
VOXX
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

Android | OS 2.1 | Free

Voxx offers
users crossplatform
encrypted
communications, and costs
slightly less than Silent Phone
at just $4.99 a month after
a free two-week trial. The
downside here is that Voxx
only works peer-to-peer, so
requires both ends of the
conversation to use Voxx.

CALL
CONTROL – CALL BLOCKER
Android | OS 1.5 | Free
As its name suggests, Call Control blocks unwanted calls and texts
from known spam numbers. The app automatically blocks thousands
of numbers reported by its community, but you can also create a
personal black list for nuisance callers and a white list to ensure
priority calls always get through to you.

TIP TEST YOUR MEMORY AND POWERS
OF OBSERVATION, NOT JUST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE LEVEL

SILENT PHONE

LOCKFONE
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free
Android | OS 2.3.3 | Free

Secure your VoIP voice and video calls
with Silent Phone, which encrypts
your conversations so that they
can’t be listened in on. Used by both
businesses and governments, Silent Phone is also
targeted at individual users at an affordable rate
of $10 per month. This includes the full Silent
Suite, including protecting voice, video and text
messaging. If you’re concerned about what might
happen to your data, the company insists they act
as a medium but don’t record calls.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

The developers behind Lockfone are so
confident in their encrypted VoIP calls that they
offer a cash prize for the first hacker to crack
their security. However, non-business users may
consider it a little out of their budget, with a basic package
covering just calls and texts costing $600 a year – with no
option for monthly payments.

KEEP YOUR MESSAGES PRIVATE

KEEP YOUR CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN JUST YOU AND YOUR CONTACTS

IM+
PRO
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

Android | OS 2.1 | £3.29/$4.99
While you might
want to keep
your messages
private, it might be
difficult to convince friends to use
subscription-based messengers just
for added security. IM+ provides an
all-in-one app for your messaging
needs, supporting Facebook, Skype,
Google Talk and more. The free version
provides no security, however the paidfor Pro version includes Off The Record
mode, which provides end-to-end
encryption, meaning that no matter how
many servers are used to pass message
from you to your contact it can only be
decrypted on your contact’s device.

ABOVE: Keep your messages
private with IM+ Pro

SECRET SMS

COVERME

Rather than focusing on your messages while they are zipping
through cyberspace, Secret SMS focuses on keeping them private
once you have received them. Acting as a vault for your text
messages and iMessages, Secret SMS requires you to enter either a PIN
code or a pattern lock screen.

This comprehensive app provides absolute privacy for your device.
In addition to encrypted voice calls that leave no carrier call logs, it
allows you to send self-destructing instant messages and photos
that can also be remotely destroyed. It also provides a handy PIN code for
your contacts, photos and videos.

iPhone | iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$2.99

iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free

www.knowyourapps.com
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POWER
UP YOUR PASSWORDS
LOCK PRYING EYES OUT OF YOUR CONTACTS, PHOTOS AND SOCIAL NETWORKS
THE PIN CODE OF
THE FUTURE

Android | OS 2.0 | Free

How is TRI-PIN different to a
normal PIN?
TRI-PIN is a system that prevents
people knowing your PIN – even if
they see you enter it.
How does it work?
On a TRI-PIN keypad, each digit not
only includes a number, but also
a colour and a symbol. Crucially,
these colours and symbols change
position at random each time the
keypad appears. All you have to
do is memorise a simple PIN with
colours, symbols and numbers.

What happened when you
approached the Royal Bank of
Scotland with this new PIN?
The head of Royal Bank of
Scotland’s ATM security said the
TRI-PIN was too secure. He said
thieves would hack the machines
directly, rather than just copying
your PIN. Instead they encouraged
me to contact the mobile phone
industry.
Will TRI-PIN be available on
other apps?
If anyone wants to license TRI-PIN
they can contact me via
www.tri-pin.com

ONESAFE - SECURE
PASSWORD
MANAGER

iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | £3.99/$5.99

To see TRI-PIN in action
scan the QR code!
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iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | £12.99/$17.99

Stop friends,
family and
potentially
thieves from
accessing your photos
and videos when they
get their hands on your
device with Private Photo
Vault. Offering not just
a PIN code, but a decoy
password as well, this
app imitates iOS’s native
Photos app interface
with intuitive controls to
create albums and import
images from emails and
text messages. Private
Photo Vault is also secure
enough to protect against
cyber attacks as well as
physical attempts to see
images. An additional
great feature is its ability
to keep a break-in report
for your reference.

Graphic designer Glynn Reynolds
has invented a new form of
password protection called the
‘TRI-PIN’ that has impressed
bankers and since been adopted
by the oneSafe security app to
protect various devices.

What was the inspiration for
the concept?
I had a friend who had £200 stolen
at the ATM, the thieves skimmed
their card and recorded them typing
in their PIN code [using a hidden
camera]. I thought there should
be a way to input a PIN without
revealing it.

1PASSWORD
– PASSWORD MANAGER

PRIVATE
PHOTO VAULT
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free

LASTPASS FOR PREMIUM
CUSTOMERS
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free

Between your email,
bank details and social
networks, it’s easy to
forget passwords. 1Password
provides a safe place to store all of
your passcodes and PINs on your
device, meaning that you only need
to remember one master password
from now on. For ease of use, it also
syncs across all of your iOS devices.

WOLFRAM PASSWORD
GENERATOR REFERENCE APP
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

From the makers of
WolframAlpha, this app
analyses the security
of your current passwords and
generates new ones. Passwords
can be created with a single tap,
but can also be customised to meet
any criteria, so whether you want a
mixture of letters and numbers or
just a four-digit PIN, you’re covered.

TIP USING NUMBERS,

SYMBOLS AND MIXEDCASE LETTERS MAKES IT
HARDER FOR SNOOPERS
TO CRACK YOUR PASSWORD

Android | OS 2.0 | Free

This award-winning password manager not
only remembers all your passwords, but
will insert them for you into login screens
whenever you open them in your browser
or in other apps. LastPass works across your desktop
and all of your mobile devices, and costs $12 per year.

SECURE VAULT

iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free

Snoopers might
think they’ve
hacked into all of
your private data,
but Secure Vault includes a
decoy mode, which allows for
‘safer’ viewing of your content.
All attempts to break-in are
emailed to you with a photo
and a GPS location – perfect
for catching phone thieves.

LEFT:

An example of oneSafe’s
TRI-PIN’s code pad, using
numbers, colours and symbols
to increase security

LOOKOUT

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free
Android | Varies | Free

If your phone is
lost or stolen,
Lookout gives
you a fighting
chance of getting it back.
As well as being able to
track its location remotely
via GPS, you can lock the
screen so that it only
displays instructions on
how to return the device.
If you’re sure the phone is
gone for good, Lookout also
allows you to wipe all of
your data from it.

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY | FEATURE

SURF SAFETY ON WI-FI LOOK OUT FOR UNSAFE W-FI NETWORKS
WI-FI FINDER

WIFI SCANNER

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free
Android | Varies | Free

Android | OS 1.5 | Free
Quickly find free and
paid-for reliable Wi-Fi
hotspots while you are
on the move. You can
filter by location, both in order to find
the most secure networks and to suit
your needs. For example, whether
you ‘d prefer to use a café or a hotel.

TIP MANY

TELECOMS
OFFER
CUSTOMERS CLOSED
WI-FI NETWORKS,
WHICH MAY GIVE
EXTRA PROTECTION

Search for nearby Wi-Fi networks with this Android-only app.
While it looks rather basic, WiFi Scanner is free and simple with
the option to filter nearby Wi-Fi networks by encryption, so that
you can ensure you’re logging on the safest possible network.

WIFI @
iPhone | iOS 3.0 | Free
Not only
displays nearby
Wi-Fi spots,
but also their
IP address, host name,
machine brand and more so
that you have even more
information, and can find a
secure location to surf. The
databases are updated daily
and there is also the ability
to save searches offline for
your convenience.

KEEP YOUR LOCATION HIDDEN

STOP TRANSMITTING YOUR LOCATION IN A FEW SIMPLE STEPS

DISABLE LOCATION TRACKING ON iOS

2.

Once Location
Services is
switched off, your
GPS will no longer
send data back to
Apple about your
location, however
this is not the end of
it. This information
will still cache your
location on your
phone, so anyone
with access to your
computer or your
phone can see where you’ve been (since iOS syncs
all that information back to iTunes).
The only
way to do
anything about it
is to jailbreak your
device and install
the Untrackerd app.
Untrackerd is very
simple, simply install
it, and it’ll clear your
location cache and
prevent it from
recording anything
in the future. It
doesn’t even have
an icon on your home screen — just install it and
forget it’s even there.

3.

In Settings, open the Privacy menu. From
here you can control what apps can access
Contacts, Calendars, Reminders and Photos. Tap
on the Location Services menu and then tap the
slidebar into the off position.

1.

UNTRACKERD

iPhone | iOS 4.0 | Free

DISABLE LOCATION
CACHING ON ANDROID

Android’s location tracking is actually an opt-in
feature. You may or may not have enabled it when
you first set up your phone. To find out, open the
Google Settings app, select Location from the
options, and uncheck Access Location to prevent
Google apps from using your location.
Some Android users will need to change their
device settings. Samsung Galaxy S3 users will
need to select Location Services from the Setting
options and uncheck Use Wireless Networks, Use
GPS Satellites and Location and Google Search to
stop your device collecting any location data.
However, if you want to clear the previously
cached locations from your phone, you’ll need to
root your device. Install the free Location Cache
app and you can view a map of your tracked
locations, clear them from your phone and disable
the cache with one tap.

LOCATION CACHE

Android | OS 2.1 | Free
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FEATURE | PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY

THE NEW THREAT TO YOUR PHONE WHAT ARE APPS DOING WITH YOUR USER DATA?
While most of us have learnt not to
open spam emails declaring we’ve
won the Nigerian National Lottery,
realising it is either a scam or a virus,
there is a new insidious threat to
download to our devices. Alexandru
Catalin Cosoi, chief security strategist
and global communications director
for antivirus developer Bitdefenders,
explains how apps can gather your
user data and sell it for a profit –
often with our permission.

In what way do apps
endanger users privacy?
Ad-supported applications are
collecting various amounts
of personal data, including
information that can be used
for profiling. Depending on what
the developer chooses to send to
the advertiser, they may request
permissions to read the device’s

unique ID (UDID /IMEI), phone
number and email address, as well
as contact list information and
geo-location information. These
pieces of information alone are not
enough to pose a threat, but when
aggregated, they allow an advertiser
to create a full user profile. More than
that, nobody can guarantee that the
personal information leaked to the
advertiser is stored in compliance
with international laws or in a secure,
hacker-proof environment.

How often are these privacy
breaches intentional or
malicious? Aren’t they often a
mistake by new start ups?
Most of the time, the privacy
breaches are driven by revenue.
The larger the personal
information collected, the better
the paycheck at the end of
the month. Surprisingly enough,
programmer mistakes usually
render the application harmless
(eg the application creator
forgets to initialise the adware

SDK or initialises it with the wrong
API key that completely blocks
information collection).

With Apple’s ‘walled garden’
approach to vetting the App
Store, should iOS users be as
concerned about these kind of
apps as Android users?
Given the results of our study,
the behaviour is independent of
platform. Free applications are free
to download and use, but they come
with a premium: they’re paid in user
data. This is a monetisation model
that we’ve seen across both iOS and
Android as it’s a prerequisite enforced
by the advertising vendor. It’s no
wonder that ad vendors are trying to
get the best out of every installation
and would often push information
collection to the most the application
distribution store allows.

What protection does the
Clueful app offer?
Clueful does not protect, it offers
advice on the impact applications
may have on the user’s device. Most

of the times, users are unable to
read through permissions and get an
overview about the risks installing
a simple application may pose.
Clueful explains to the user what
every permission requested can do
and helps the user get an informed
opinion about whether they want to
install that application or not.

How would you recommend
our readers protect their
smartphones and tablets
from privacy invasion?
Encrypt their contents, if the
platform allows – it’s an easy process
that involves no extra software
and might protect your data in
case you lose it. If possible, install
an anti-theft solution to help you
recover your lost/stolen device
or at least, to remotely wipe it if
recovery is impossible. Last but not
least, be sure to install applications
from trustworthy sources and read
through the other users’ comments
to see someone has flagged the
application as suspicious.

WHAT CAN YOUR APPS ACCESS? FIND OUT WHAT ACCEPTING APP PERMISSIONS CAN REALLY MEAN
CLUEFUL PRIVACY ADVISOR
Android | OS 2.2 | Free
This clever tool scans your apps to find out
what they are doing in the background
without your knowledge – such as leaking
your contact details to third parties or
tracking your location. Clueful informs you of any
abusive apps and gives you a personal privacy score.
However, this score only takes into consideration
your apps (and not the other factors discussed in
this feature) and the only way you can improve it is
by uninstalling apps – even if you think they are an
acceptable use of your details.

LOOKOUT AD NETWORK DETECTOR
Android | OS 2.1 | Free
Some advertisers have begun to experiment with aggressive,
new techniques to display ads on mobile devices, such as pushing
ads to the standard Android notification bar. Ad Network Detector
scans your device for the presence of the most common ad
networks used in apps, giving you insight into which types of ad can be
displayed, and the information that can be gathered by the ad networks. You
can then decide whether or not you want to keep the app.

MYPERMISSIONS – ONLINE PRIVACY SHIELD
iPhone | iOS 6.0 | Free

Android | Varies | Free

Similar to Clueful, but also available on iPhone, MyPermissions
helps you track and control how applications access your
personal information online. Know what apps you’ve connected
to on Facebook, Twitter, Google and more – and which ones are
accessing data. From there you can approve, remove or report them.

PERMISSION FRIENDLY APPS
Android | OS 2.0 | Free
Based on looks
alone, with its
stark, matte black
interface Permission
Friendly Apps could be dismissed
as the least impressive of the
apps featured here. Despite
this, it provides the most indepth information on your app’s
permissions, with separate
categories for how they read
your personal information and
access your hardware controls.

TIP BE SURE TO TAKE THE TIME TO

READ APPLICATION PERMISSIONS
RATHER THAN JUST TAPPING OK
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RIGHT: Keep track of
what information
your apps are
accessing

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY | FEATURE

BROWSE
IN PRIVATE
REDUCE YOUR DIGITAL TRAIL WHEN SURFING ONLINE
CHROME

iPad+ | iOS 5.0 |Free Android | Varies | Free
While Google frequently comes under fire for
collecting data on its users, the Chrome browser
app includes an ‘incognito’ mode to stop Google
from storing information about the websites you’ve
visited. However, it is worth remembering that the websites
that you frequent may still have records of your visit.

NORTON IDENTITY SAFE
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free

Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Norton Identity Safe protects personal data by
letting you browse in Privacy Mode, eliminating
third-party tracking data such as Adobe Flash
cookies, and preventing phishing and malicious
sites from capturing your keystrokes.

ORWEB: PRIVATE
WEB BROWSER

DOLPHIN BROWSER

Android | OS 2.0.1 | Free iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free
Dolphin Browser is unique in that it lets you
Android | Varies | Free
surf the web quickly by drawing assigned
This app claims
doodles, for instance, scribbling a question
to be the most
mark to search for an answer on Google.
anonymous browser Just as this process makes browsing ultra-fast, toggling
on Android. It evades on privacy settings is as simple as ticking the ‘Browsing
tracking by bouncing your
without History’ box in Settings.
encrypted traffic several times
through computers around the
world, instead of connecting
you directly like others do. The
downside is that takes a little
longer to load pages and the app
lacks more consumer-friendly
features, such as bookmarks.

KEEPING YOUR ONLINE DATA PRIVATE
The principal evangelist and founder
of Mozilla in Europe, Tristan Nitot,
gives everyday tips to protect
your privacy when using a mobile
browser and explains how the Firefox
developer is fighting against PRISM.

From a privacy perspective,
what are the risks of mobile
browsing?
When browsing the Web on a
smartphone or tablet, users should
keep their privacy and security just
as much in mind as when they are
browsing the Web on their laptop
or desktop machine. Ensuring your
mobile browser is up to date and
has robust security features in place
means you can enjoy a safe browsing
experience wherever you go.

How does the Firefox for
Android app protect against
intrusion on users’ privacy?
Just like Firefox for your desktop,
Firefox for Android provides a number
of tools and features to help you stay
safe online when browsing on your
tablet or smartphone. Features such
as Do Not Track, Private Browsing
Mode and Master Password, ensure
you have the same safe browsing
experience as on a desktop computer.
Firefox for Android also contains
built-in Phishing and Malware
Protection to keep you safe online.

These features warn you when a
page you visit has been reported as
a Web Forgery of a legitimate site
(sometimes called ‘phishing’ pages)
or as an Attack Site designed to harm
your computer (otherwise known as
malware).

What top tips would you give
to our readers to protect their
privacy online?

1.

Keep your mobile browser up to
date – you will be able to use the
latest privacy and security features

2.

Look for the padlock icon in Firefox
for Android before entering any
personal information (passwords,
credit cards, addresses, etc) into a
website. This icon ensures the user
that the page they are visiting is
secure.

3.

Use a Master Password to
secure Firefox for mobile in the
event that you lose your device
or if you share your device. Using
a Master Password lets you have
the convenience of a browser that
remembers your passwords, but the
safety of a master password to lock
your username and passwords for all
of your favourite sites.

4.

Set up syncing passwords to
your desktop using Firefox Sync,
so you don’t need to type your
password when on the go and it will
still be protected.

5.

Keep plug-in content blocked by
preserving Firefox’s default ‘Click
to Play’ plug-in setting.

6.

Tell sites not to track you
for advertising using
Do Not Track.

What does it mean
to you that Mozilla has
been recognised as the Most
Trusted Internet Company
for Privacy by the Ponemon
Institute?
This is certainly quite a distinction for
Mozilla. Our engineers, developers,
IT departments and privacy people
have made thousands of small
decisions over the years that
have collectively created the user
trust reflected by this survey. This
recognition is not something we
deliberately sought, as we don’t view
privacy as an end unto itself, but
it’s greatly appreciated given all the
complexities associated with privacy
and security today.

Post-PRISM scandal, Mozilla
have been very vocal about
online privacy invasion.
Please could you explain the
StopWatching.US campaign?
Mozilla launched StopWatching.
Us in response to reports that the
US Government is acquiring vast
amounts of data from internet
and phone companies via topsecret surveillance programs. The
campaign, sponsored by a number
of organisations, is calling on citizens
and organisations all over the world
to demand a full account of the
extent to which our online data,

communications
and interactions
are being monitored. Mozilla
believes in an internet where we
do not have to fear that everything
we do is being tracked, monitored
and logged by either companies or
governments. And we believe in
a government whose actions are
visible, transparent and accountable.

How can our readers
get involved?
Apps Magazine readers can get
behind this campaign by signing our
online petition demanding that the
U.S. Congress reveal the full extent
of the NSA’s spying programs. The
petition can be found at https://
optin.stopwatching.us. So far we’ve
had over half a million concerned
web users sign the petition.

FIREFOX
BROWSER
FOR ANDROID

Android | Varies | Free
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TOP 10
THE APPS APPLE, GOOGLE AND
GOVERNMENTS TRIED TO OUTLAW

VIBER

iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free
Android | Varies | Free

HAILO

iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free
Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Over 200 million users call, text
and send photos using Viber
– but not in Saudi Arabia,
where the app was suspended in June.
The Communications and Information
Technology Commission (CITC) banned
the app saying that it broke local laws.
Blocking VoIP apps is a growing trend in
the Middle East with Skype banned in
the United Arab Emirates in May, and
Egypt considering banning WhatsApp
and Viber due to ‘economic and security
concerns’. Regional industry sources
claim the free chat apps are
undercutting money made by national
telecommunications, while human
rights groups claim the move represents
a crackdown on free speech.

As the city with the highest
number of taxis in North
America, mobile cab-booking
app Hailo were eager to take a bite out
of the Big Apple’s business. However,
they were quickly hit with a roadblock
when the Taxi and Limousine
Commission said Hailo would violate the
city’s ban on prearranged rides. Even
when New York decided to launch a pilot
scheme to test the technology, it was
beset by delays with injunctions and
restraining orders, until the matter
reached the State Supreme Court. On
winning the court case, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg described being able to use
Hailo as “a victory for everyone who
lives in, works in or visits New York City.”

DROPBOX

GOOGLE APPS
FOR BUSINESS

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free
Android | OS 2.2 | Free

Computer technology giant IBM
caused controversy in March
last year when they forbid their
400,000 employees from using
Dropbox. When employees could be
using time-wasting apps such as Angry
Birds or iPlayer on their devices, some
might think it counter-productive to ban
the cloud storage app from the
workplace, but IBM cited security issues.
As Dropbox user data is stored on thirdparty servers, they claimed data was
therefore beyond user control and with
uncertain encryption. However, IBM is
not the only employer to say no to this
storage. According to ZD.net, Dropbox is
the number one app banned by
employers on both iOS and Android.
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Android | Various | Free

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free

Ordinary apps such as Gmail,
Google Drive and Calendar
were banned in June by
Sweden’s Data Inspection
Board over privacy concerns. This is part
of a growing trend of run-ins with local
government bodies across Europe, with
similar incidents in Spain and Norway as
well as with the European Commission.
This does not bode well for Google, who
offer the apps as part of a subscriptionbased office suite. The Swedish
regulator said there isn’t enough
information on how Google handles the
data, but did not rule out reinstatement.

TOP 10 BANNED APPS | FEATURE

500PX

iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free
Android | OS 2.2 | Free

This arty photo-sharing app
was unceremoniously booted
out of the App Store, when
Apple claimed new search functions
made it easier to view pornographic
images. The app was quick to make a
distinction between adult content and
their artistic nudes. In the same week
Twitter’s newly-launched video app Vine
accidentally selected a hardcore porn
video as an Editor’s Pick, leading to
moral outrage and claims that the App
Store had a ‘porn problem‘. Nonetheless,
500px was allowed to return within a
week once they had added a button to
report inappropriate content and gained
a 17+ age restriction.

GROOVESHARK
Various

This music streaming app has
been removed from both the
App Store and Play Store – on
more than one occasion by Google. The
app provides free access to songs by
enabling users to post their own music.
Apple took months to approve the app,
but following a compliant from the UK
office of Universal Music Group in 2010
over copyright issues, deleted it. Google
followed suit in 2011, only to
controversially accept Grooveshark back
into the Android fold the following year
and was removed only a week later.
Grooveshark relaunched as a
desktop web service and a remotecontrol app for smartphone and is
available to download from both
iTunes and Google Play.

BANG WITH
FRIENDS
Android | OS 2.3 | Free

This adult-only app allows
users to covertly arrange booty
calls with like-minded Facebook
friends. To ensure privacy and discretion,
only Facebook friends who both use the
app and have indicated that they would
be interested in getting to know each
other better can contact one another.
Bang with Friends mobile app gained
200,000 sign-ups in a week before
being pulled from the App Store without
explanation. Still, despite being jilted
early on by Apple, Bang with Friends
continues life as a web service and a
readily available Android app on the
slightly less prudish Google Play Store.

ADBLOCK PLUS
Android | $1.99

As well as being a popular plug-in for Firefox, the advertisement
filter Adblock Plus was available as an Android app until March. The
app would block all banners, pop-ups and video ads – even on
Facebook on YouTube – as well as prevent companies tracking your online
presence. However, the blocker became the blocked when Google decided to
remove the app from Google Play for violating its Developer Distribution
Agreement – the contract between Google and all Android app developers.
Still, the Adblock Plus app is not entirely off the radar, as it’s readily available
for download from the company’s website at adblockplus.org.

EMINEM RELAPSE
iPhone | iOS | £1.99/$2.99

Hiphop star Snoop Dog has had recent App Store success with a Tekkenstyle fighting game called Way of the Dogg, however he is not the first
rapper to try his hand at mobile gaming. Eminem launched a side-scrolling,
ultra-violent beat-’em-up tying in with the release of his Relapse album. In the
game, you controlled the controversial rapper going on murderous rampage
with several weapons fighting zombies.
Apple quickly rejected the shady game,
but may have done the rap star a favour.
One early reviewer said: “We need a
lower score than half a star.”

WIKILEAKS
iPhone | $1.99

The whistleblowing
website and brainchild of
Julian Assange, WikiLeaks,
had an iPhone app for all of three
days back in 2010. Despite costing
$1.99, the app was actually
unofficial, produced by Russian
developer Igor Barinov, and provided
a portal in which to read tweets
from the @Wikileaks account.
Barinov said that $1 from each app
download would be donated to
Assange’s organisation. While initially
approved, Apple removed the app
saying it breached their guidelines.
The removal came at a time when a
series of firms – including Amazon,
Visa, Mastercard and PayPal – cut
ties, such as the processing of
donations, with Wikileaks.
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FREE | GROUP TEST

FREE ALTERNATIVES
TO OFFICE MOBILE
MICROSOFT HAS BROUGHT OFFICE TO iPHONE, BUT WITH A HEFTY SUBSCRIPTION FEE. HERE
WE SEE HOW IT STANDS UP AGAINST THE BEST FREE OFFICE SUITES FOR iOS AND ANDROID

THE PAID APP
OFFICE MOBILE

This app finally brings a mobile form of
Microsoft Office to iOS devices but the
results will likely disappoint anyone hoping
for anything close to the functionality of the
desktop suite. Older Office formats cannot be
edited and there are few formatting options for
documents that can. You can access Word, Excel
and PowerPoint files saved on SkyDrive but only if
you subscribe to Office 365. Moreover, you can’t
create PowerPoint files. There wouldn’t be much
point even if you could, however, because there is
no way to insert images. On top of that, this app is
not available for iPad or Android.
Microsoft has a long way to go before this
becomes the answer to Office on-the-go.

ABOVE: Access Word, Excel and PowerPoint using the official Microsoft Office for an annual subscription

38 www.knowyourapps.com

iPhone | iOS 6.1 | £79.99/$99.99 per year | v1.0

GROUP TEST | FREE

THE FREE APPS
GOOGLE DRIVE

Create and edit documents, spreadsheets
and presentations with limited text
formatting, comments, and support for
multiple worksheets. Others can view documents
from remote locations as you edit them and you
can print files using Google Cloud Print. It’s not a
replacement for full versions of Word, Excel and
PowerPoint but you can open files in these formats
and it has more features than Office Mobile. All
edited documents are synced to all devices that
Google Drive is installed on.
Not as comprehensive as some
office apps but offers much more
than just cloud storage.

TEAMVIEWER

Like AcerDocs this app gives you access to
Microsoft Office documents saved on a
remote computer. Rather than just
opening the files though, it allows you to remotely
control the desktop. That means you can edit files
directly on that computer using your own version
of Office. Although the app is optimised for
touchscreens, your computer isn’t. Therefore,
Office might not work as well as it does with a
mouse – your computer must also be left on to use
it. Still, you can easily upload files if you want to
edit them directly on a mobile device.
Fantastic features for free, this is
the best remote access option.

OLIVEOFFICE
This is one of the few office suite apps
that are available for both iOS and
Android, standing out because it’s free
and flexible. You won’t find some features that
paid office apps like Smart Office 2 include, such as
the ability to save to a cloud storage service. It
would be churlish to complain, though, given that
you can create and edit files compatible with Word,
Excel and PowerPoint. It also offers templates and
a variety of formatting options, all of which are
easy to access in Documents To Go-style menus at
the bottom of the screen.
Attractively designed with enough features
that you’ll be surprised it’s free.

Android | OS 2.1 | Free | v 1.2.228.32

Android | OS 2.1 | Free | v 8.0.1055

Android | OS 2.1 | Free | v1.0.85

iPad | iOS 5.0 | Free | v1.4.0

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free | v 8.0.10095

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v2.0.5

POCKETCLOUD REMOTE RDP/VNC

ONLIVE DESKTOP

CLOUDON

Like TeamViewer, this app gives you
control over a remote computer. If
Microsoft Office is installed on that
machine, you can edit documents with ease as well
as access Office components not supported by
Office Mobile. You can use a Gmail account to
connect quickly but the free version only allows
you to register and control one computer, and you
can’t upload files you’ve created or edited on the
remote computer. As a result, you have to save
them to a cloud storage service installed on the
server or use a web browser to access them.
Works well for remote access but lacks some
features similar apps have for free.

This app works like CloudOn by giving you
access to Microsoft Word, Excel and
PowerPoint on the developer’s remote
servers. The big differences are that you also get a
virtual Windows desktop and the full functionality
of Microsoft’s programs. Speed and responsiveness
are surprisingly good, which makes it easy to
access many Office features with single taps.
However, cloud services aren’t supported without
a subscription and the app is currently only
available for tablets, with the iOS version is
restricted to the USA.
A great online alternative to Office if you’re
in the right place.

CloudOn doesn’t directly put Office
programs on your tablet or smartphone
but instead lets you access them through
a CloudOn workspace. You can create and edit
Word, Excel and PowerPoint files and view several
other file types. The app also supports Dropbox,
Box, Google Drive and SkyDrive so you can sync
edited files with other devices. You need a free
CloudOn account but that puts far more Office
features at our fingertips than Microsoft’s own
offering, with little noticeable difference in speed.
Great solution for putting many
Microsoft Office features in one
app – but requires internet access.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v 1.3.126

Android | OS 2.3 | Free | v1.2

Android | Varies | Free | Varies

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v2.2.152

iPad | iOS 4.3 | Free | v1.02

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v4.1.1
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FREE | REVIEW

ABOVE: As well as plug-ins, the Extensions
panel holds the navigation buttons, plus the
home screen and ‘Add Bookmark’ shortcuts

ABOVE: Hit the + on your speed dial and you’ll
see an extensive list of the hottest website
recommendations

NEXT BROWSER FOR ANDROID
YOUR NEXT DEFAULT BROWSER, STRAIGHT FROM THE GO LAUNCHER TEAM
PROS/CONS

Hybrid browser
and news
aggregator
Integrated
experience with
great plug-ins
Needs more
content
subscribers
Tough to beat
Chrome for mobile

Next Browser for Android
is a boldly named app, but
rightly so. It represents
the next generation of
mobile browsers and reflects a growing
demand among users – currently
met by third-party solutions – for a
slick but unobtrusive, clean but not
bland, well-equipped hub for web
content management. There are many
different content providers out there
now – Flipboard, Pulse, Currents and

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

RIGHT: The Downloads
area is fast, switching you
to the relevant screen
alongside the completed
download, which you can
open immediately
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Feedly to name only a few – alongside
the traditional portals for web access.
These are often visually-based services
that are preferable to playing mobile/
desktop roulette with your standard
browser, which has to deal with the slow
take-up of responsive web design and
bespoke mobile versions. Next Browser
manages to unite both of these in a
clean and direct way with a smart but
not overburdened toolset – while still
managing to be be a nippy browser.
Fire it up and you’ll be greeted
with a home screen – boasting a
customisable speed dial – that provides
you with access to your bookmarks
and a beautifully designed search bar
with a calm, colourful landscape in the
background. Tabs, the omnibar and
settings are in the usual places, but
swipe left and you’ll see the Top Sites
list. Much like desktop Safari and Mozilla,
these windows will fill up with the sites
you frequent most. If you scroll down the
page then this becomes a list of recently
opened tabs, leading finally to a discreet
button that takes you to your history.
It’s a naturally logical layout and it’s nice
touches like the graphics surrounding the

screen headers, the bright tiled interface
and consistency between the small
round icons that give it a polished feel.
If you swipe to the right from the
home screen you will be presented with
the Next View screen. This is the feed
aggregator, and you will have seen its like
a dozen times already. But isn’t it handy
having it all there in one app, so you don’t
have to switch between two of them
when you’re following up something?
Admittedly, the content itself is a
little rough around the edges. Stories
are often brief summaries with a link
to the main website, the categories
themselves aren’t as focused as those
in more established apps, and if you
tap at the bottom to add a subscription
then you’ll find the choices are sufficient
to cover the basics – but are perhaps a
little sparse. However, this is the type of
issue that will resolve itself with further
releases – Next Browser is only at v1.05
– and a larger user base, and at the very
least is a taste of what’s to come in
terms of mobile browser experiences.
The navigation itself is fast. Tap the
Google icon in the search bar and you’ll
find a drop-down menu allowing you

“NICE TOUCHES LIKE THE GRAPHICS SURROUNDING
THE SCREEN HEADERS GIVE IT A POLISHED FEEL”

REVIEW | FREE
SHOWCASE

Why this should be
your next browser

“
X
X
X
X

01 SEARCH ENGINE
SELECTOR
Give the round icon to
the left of the search
field a tap and you
can select different
sources, including
Wikipedia, Bing and
Yahoo Search.

02 CUSTOMISABLE
SPEED DIAL

ABOVE: The text size and line spacing
of articles are adjustable, adding to
its minimalist functionality

Much like apps and
widgets on your home
screen, you can longpress customisable
quick links to drag and
reposition their tiles
for quick access.

ABOVE: Swiping left reveals the
Top Sites you visit most often, all
collated in one place

03 GESTURES FOR TABS
The tab screen
will be familiar to
Android users, with
multitasking made
possible by swiping
between tabs and
flicking them off
screen to close them.

“IN TESTS THE BROWSER HAD NO TROUBLE
CHURNING THROUGH IMAGE-HEAVY SITES AND
BUFFERING VIDEOS, EVEN OUTPACING CHROME”
to pick between a number of engines,
including Wikipedia and Baidu, as well
as a row of buttons along the top for
web, news, video and image searches,
plus the microphone. Go to a website
and when you scroll down, you’ll find
that the top bar slides away with the
page, giving you that extra bit of real
estate and a more immersive experience
(the scrollbar is slim and fast-fading).
Scroll back up and it peeks into view,
like it was just out of sight. In tests the
browser had no trouble quickly churning
through multiple, image-heavy sites
and buffering videos, outpacing Chrome
and the native browser relatively easily.
Moreover, the downloads themselves
were quick, and when you’re pulling
audio files on to your device you’ll also be
able to tap to play them.

It doesn’t stop there; this app is toting
some serious tools. Swipe left from any
webpage and you’ll have a multitaskingstyle tab view, where you can swipe tabs
away like apps on your device. Swipe
right and you’ll bring out the Extensions
pane. This features a collection of goto plug-ins that enable you to toggle
between mobile and desktop site
versions, add them to Pocket, clip them
to Evernote, share them to Facebook
and even scan QR codes so you can go
straight to shopping websites when you
spot something. Also, did we mention
that side-loaded Flash works a treat?
Intelligently designed UX
that unites speedy browsers
with news aggregators.

04 SMART PLUG-INS
Extensions like the
ability to clip to
Evernote are fully
integrated into Next
Browser, so you have a
range of in-app options
and can add detail to
your share.

05 STYLISH NEWS
AGGREGATOR
In the style of feedsourced, magazine
apps like Flipboard and
Currents, an attractive
grid presents a range
of lifestyle topics to
choose from.

Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.05

HOW TO…

Save pages
to Pocket in
seconds

01 EXTENSIONS

Load up Next
Browser and slide the
Extensions panel out
from the right-hand side.

02 EXPLORE

None of the
extensions will be
installed, so you’ll have
to tap through them.

03 INSTALL

Each one links to
the Play Store. Tap Install
– you won’t have to do
any setting up.

04 SAVE

Once you’re back
in Next, notice that the
text has now changed to
‘Save to Pocket’. Tap it.

05 TAG IT

You then can add
a couple of tags to your
Pocket article, for use in
the app later.
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SOUNDWAVE

PUT YOUR LISTENING HABITS OUT THERE FOR THE WORLD TO JUDGE

Our music lives are no
longer dictated by the CDs
we buy. The modern music
lover has countless ways
of listening to their favourite artists,
so finding out what your friends are
into takes a lot more than looking
through their CD collection.
Soundwave is designed to be the
new way of discussing what you’re
listening to right now as it syncs with
the native player on your device – as
well as streaming services like Spotify
and Rdio – and posts your habits to
Soundwave’s activity feed. Similar setups are around, for example being able
to post to Facebook from Spotify, but

this is the first app that takes what’s
on your built-in player and shares it.
Soundwave shows you what all
your followers are doing, and you
can scroll down the timeline, or head
to their profile to see exactly who
they’re jamming to. It means you can
chat should you notice you have the
same guilty pleasure, or thank them
for discovering something new for you.
Tap any song listed to hear a preview,
or the YouTube and SoundCloud links
to access full songs and similar tracks.
You can even buy music by following
the links to your native music store
should you really like what you hear.
Perhaps the easiest way to think
of Soundwave is as a sort of musical
Facebook, with tunes being posted
instead of status updates, and your
followers being able to Like or Dislike

each post. Soundwave also contains
some cool ways to get big and small
in how you search out music. On a
larger scale, you can follow celebrities
like Stephen Fry and see what he’s
been listening to – in effect a celebrity
playlist. On a smaller level, you can use
the Soundwave ‘Music Map’ to draw a
circle anywhere on the map and view
the posts from within that area.
There is plenty of substance to
Soundwave, but its success depends
on whether users buy into the idea.
If they do then this app is definitely
going to be one to look out for.
Bursting with potential and a
clever idea that could gather a
huge following in time.
iPhone | iOS 6.0 | Free | v1.0.4
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.0.2

ABOVE: Activity is posted on to the feed ABOVE: Find people to follow to
for your followers to judge

increase your discoveries

Pros/Cons
Linking to all your
music players is
very impressive
Given time to grow,
it could become
very powerful
Endless tracking
of your listening
habits raises
privacy concerns
Still lacking the
community to
really take off

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

ABOVE: Profiles are neatly organised
with user interaction encouraged

SHOWCASE
Discover new
jams using
Soundwave

01 THE FEED

Each time you or
someone you follow
listens to a track you’ll
see it appear on the
feed. Prepare for your
listening preferences
to be judged!
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02 LINKS

Tap any of the
song artwork to open a
links page full of YouTube
and SoundCloud links
related to that track. This
lets you explore music
across platforms.

03 MUSIC MAP

Draw a circle
anywhere around a
particular area on the
Music Map to see the
music being listened
to and posted within
its boundaries.

04 PEOPLE

Dive into the
profiles of those you
follow at any time to see
what they’re listening to
and find new people to
follow – all building on
the discovery element.

05 EXPLORE

Users can scroll
through the most played,
liked and disliked songs
within the Soundwave
universe. The results can
be interesting and are
worth a look.

REVIEW | FREE

SOLSTICE
ARENA

CARNAGE TO DELIGHT MOBILE GAMERS
The online multiplayer arena has
been a huge gaming market for
many years now. Games such as
World of Warcraft maintain a massive
following, and the mobile market has attempted
to tap into its popularity as well.
Solstice Arena is one such game that feeds on
this, but is very firmly in the casual, mobile gamer
mindset of short attention span and pick-up-andput-down gameplay. As the tagline ‘All fighting.
No farming’ suggests, this is a traditional MMO
on fast-forward, dropping players straight into
the action, with a cool upgrade system running
live alongside your game.
The idea is that you form part of a three-man
team, with the aim is to destroy the enemy’s
Oracle tower. Point-and-tap to navigate, and
a single tap on an enemy unleashes attacks
on them. This relatively simply control system
means you can focus on looking out for coins and
other items that scatter the battlefield, which
can then be used to buy upgrades. Keep an eye
on your health though as you’ll have to retreat to

ABOVE: Gameplay is fast-paced and chaotic, but is immense fun thanks to simple point-and-tap controls
your safe zone in order to revive your health bar
– so there is a fair amount of going backwards
and forwards, which can get tiresome.
Still, there is an intrigue about the level of
tactics needed in order to win, as enemy towers
can attack you when in range, and gaining

control of the coin chest at the centre of the map
can turn the tide of battle in your favour.
An ideal game for any fan of World of Warcraft
looking for casual combat fighting.
iPad+ | iOS 5.1 | Free | v1.02.4

LIGHTT

RECORD AND SHARE SNIPPETS OF YOUR LIFE WITH THE WORLD

If you’re a rather private person,
Lightt probably isn’t for you. Sharing
is an integral part of this video app
and is achieved really very well.
Lightt has been designed to enable you to
create a continuous movie stream made up of
lots of separately recorded videos. Each clip can
be from 3 to 60 seconds in length but the overall
recording can be as long as you like.
Smoothly flowing as a seamless stream with
no editing required, it’s possible to composite key
parts of a holiday, a party or even just a general
video of your life. Of course, it is possible to
edit the piece should you wish to, and this can
be done at any stage. You can delete sections,
rearrange the order, duplicate and even reverse
the clip, which can be amusing. You can play the
video back in super-fast time, and also add filters,
such as sepia or chalk, for artistic finesse.
Sharing is a big part of this app, and your
videos can be shared on your Lightt timeline
for others to enjoy. They can also be emailed
individually to friends and relatives, or uploaded
to Facebook, Twitter or Tumblr.
The only downside to the app is that you must
create an account or log in via a social network

ABOVE: Duplicate,
reverse or arrange
your video clip

ABOVE: Search for
videos and follow
other Lightt users

account since there is no alternative option.
Although you are able to keep videos private,
you may well be put off by being unable to use
it simply as a video app, which is a shame as it
really is wonderful with some great features.

A superb free app that seamlessly records
infinite videos. You will either love or loathe
the social networking element.
iPhone | iOS 6.0+ | Free | v2.0.2
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GLIDE BETA

UPGRADE SNAPCHAT TO VIDEO WITH NEW GLIDE BETA
Texting, tweeting and using
WhatsApp have all been the natural
progression of the tech we use to
send messages to others on our
phones. With the increase in mobile bandwidth
and Wi-Fi coverage, services that offer a little
more, such as Snapchat, have also come on the
scene. Now we’ve gone one step further with
Glide, a video text-messaging service.
Glide is easy to set up, requiring only a
download and then simply logging in via
Facebook. This is handled nice and quickly
without posting anything obtrusive, and then
allows you to get chatting with our friends on
Glide right away. The downside to this is you
require a Facebook account to use it, and so do
the people you wish to speak to.
A quick introduction video is available to watch
that adequately shows off the basics, and then
you can start chatting with friends or as a group.
Videos are limited to about a minute and half
long, although this seemed to vary by a few
seconds for no apparent reason, and shorter
ones are uploaded almost instantaneously to
your contact – we’re not sure if it streams some
of it while you’re recording or not, but even over
dodgy 3G it was pretty quick.

ABOVE: Text messages
are also included
within the app

ABOVE: Switch between

rear and front-facing
cameras and apply filters

Settings are fairly limited – you can’t
change notifications and you can’t stop videos
automatically playing sometimes, but for now the
core video messaging function works very well.
A good start for this video-messaging service,
hopefully they open up a new and dynamic
way for users to interact with friends.
Android | OS 2.3 | Free | v0.0.33
iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | Free | v1.3.3

CITY OF SECRETS 2: EPISODE 1
WHAT OTHER SECRETS CAN MOLES THE MOLE FIND IN POCOPANE?

It’s great that the classic adventure
game genre has had a resurgence
in recent years. It’s even better
that now console ports have found
success, brand new efforts like City of Secrets
are also rising to the challenge.
The sequel, City of Secrets 2 sends you
back down to the city of Pocopane as Moles
the Mole starts adventures anew – albeit this
time in search of ingredients for an unholy
fettuccine dish. The writing is witty and clever,
with situations and conversations occasionally
breaking the fourth-wall for some extra welltimed comedy. A good script is the key to a good
adventure game, and the rest of the actual
game follows suit pretty well as there is a
fantastic array of logic and trading puzzles that
are controlled through fairly simple and easy-tounderstand touch controls.
If you’re a bit stuck though, a handy tip mode
highlights all the interactive objects, giving
context-sensitive tips that offer just enough
information to figure out what your next
move should be. These were always correctly
presented in order, however if you like you can
up the difficulty and turn them off completely.
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ABOVE:

You meet
Cthulhu. He
sells fish.
He’s quite
a pleasant
chap, for an
Ancient One

In the Android version, there are some issues
with the free ads – full screen ads sometimes
interrupted gameplay in the short time the
game takes to play, and a banner ad covered an
important hint to a tricky mini-game puzzle. A
one-off payment will remove them if necessary.

A fun and quite witty adventure that
unfortunately suffers from intrusive ads. The
game does also feel a little short.
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.2
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.2

CLOUD PRINT

Despite printing not
being used anywhere
near as often as in
previous years, there
will always be odd occasions when
you need a hard copy of what
you are reading. This app lets you
dispense with the need to own a
printer because you can use the
cloud to print to any connected
printer whenever you need to. The
interface is sublime and has pretty
much all of the features you will ever
need – but thankfully it still remains
easy-to-use and in our tests proved
to be very reliable. This is a brilliant
solution that will work for whatever
printing needs you may have.
An example of cloud
services and mobile
devices working well.
Android | OS 2.3.3 | Free | v0.6.1b

DESPICABLE ME

The timeliness of
this game ensures
decent sales numbers
and the graphics are
exceptionally well presented. There
is a real sense of movement and
speed when playing, but it doesn’t
take long to realise that the actual
mechanics of the game have been
used in some other popular titles.
For all of the professionalism and
clever camera tricks, some more
originality is needed to lift it above
the fierce competition in this area. If
you have not played similar games
and are a fan of the films, it will still
be good fun to play.

Lots of impressive parts, but the
entirety of the game feels a little
too similar to others.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v1.0.0
Android | OS 2.3 | Free | v1.0.0

GOOGLE
KEYBOARD

Keyboards are a very
personal choice and
each person has
a different idea of
what works best for them. Google
Keyboard is very rich in features
and will work well for the majority
of users. With voice typing, word
recognition and prediction plus a
choice of languages, there really
is very little missing here. Even if
you are happy with your current
keyboard, you should give this one
a try because it works efficiently on
every single level.
One of the best
and most versatile
keyboards available.
Android | OS 4.0
| Free | v1.0.1870.703320

SHARE PHOTOS
WITH FRIENDS

01 INSTAGRAM

Share your vintage
filtered photos with
this popular social
network – now with video!
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v4.0.2
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v4.0.2

02 SNAPCHAT
Send private pictures that

only last up to ten seconds
before vanishing to friends.

HOOTIE FOR
TWITTER

Twitter can be a rather
complex beast to view
on a mobile device now
that images, videos and
all sorts of other media are available
– so it makes sense to streamline
the look as much as possible. Hootie
For Twitter attempts to do this
using subtle interface tricks to put
the media directly into the stream
and by also offering an easy-tounderstand navigation drawer. It will
be a look you either love or hate and
therefore will not be for everyone,
but we have to say that it is able to
manage Twitter very well.
A competent and clean-looking
Twitter client that will be ideal
for some users.
Android | OS 2.3.3 | Free | v1.0.1

ROBOT ACADEMY STEEL
COMMANDERS
This game offers two
distinct parts, involving
the creation of the
robots you will use to
fight and then using them in battle.
The environment you battle in has
a hint of retro in the overall look,
but is modern enough to feel up to
date throughout. Only the controls
are a minor cause for concern as at
times it seems all too easy to miss
opportunities. This causes major
frustration, especially when you are
under pressure. With some minimal
changes, Robot Academy could be a
winner and offer more longevity and
deeper gameplay. Hopefully this will
be resolved in an update.

Almost a brilliant game, but one
that needs a couple of tweaks to
the controls to really stand out.
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.0.1

For some people
the premise of Steel
Commanders may seem
like a game that is far
too tactical for them to enjoy, but if
time is taken to really understand
how it works and how deep the
gameplay is, the rewards are great.
It is a card game at heart, but the
tactics are explained well and the
graphics help give it an immersive
environment that is fun at every
corner. Collecting, deep thinking and
playing against others online are all
part of the experience as well.
An engaging and fun tactical card
game with many high points to
keep you motivated.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.1 | Free | v1.0.4
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.0.6

iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v5.0.1
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v3.0.1

03 RANDO
Send photos to people all

over the world - but never
find out who you sent
yours to or who you received one
from, except for their location.
iPhone| iOS 5.0 | Free | v0.8
Android | OS 2.3 | Free | v1.11

04 FLICKR
A prolific snapper? Share

galleries of images and get
to know other
photographers with this app.
iPhone | iOS 4.3
| Free | v2.11.895
Android | OS 2.3.3 | Free | v2.0.3

05 DROPBOX
Looking for a quick image

transfer? It couldn’t be
easier with this cloud app.

iPad+ | iOS 4.1 | Free | v1.9.3
Android | OS 4.1 | Free | v1.9.3
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AVENGERS ALLIANCE

BELOW: Head into battle with your team
of Avengers and use your weapons to
defeat them in turn-by-turn combat

ASSEMBLE AND MANAGE YOUR OWN
TEAM OF ICONIC SUPERHEROES

Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to run S.H.I.E.L.D.? Well,
Avengers Alliance gives you a taste
for it in a game that is part Football
Manager, part turn-by-turn battle game.
The game sees you taking control of a new
agent within the CIA for superheroes, patrolling
the skies over New York City. Various missions pop
up as you move between the 2D areas of the city,
with Avengers to unlock as you fight alongside
them. Once you’ve started unlocking them, the
management aspect kicks in as you can trade
Avengers in and out of your battle team, as well
as send them on training missions to level up.
The idea is to constantly improve your team and
become the ultimate crime fighting force.
In terms of the gameplay, this isn’t the 3D epic
fighter that the Avengers universe could lend
itself to. Still, the turn-by-turn strategy battles
don’t tire, and the animations on each attack are
more than enough to keep you satisfied visually.
The real thrill remains with the power you feel
from being able to trade out Iron Man for Thor, or
Black Widow for Captain America, tweaking your
squad as you see fit. But fans of other Marvel
characters need not despair – there is plenty to

get excited about beyond the Avengers as the
likes of the X-Men and the Fantastic Four are also
in the game. This is a great time-killer and the
management aspect captures the imagination.

Totally delivers with a great range of
characters and immersive gameplay.

ABOVE: Weather conditions for wherever you are

ABOVE: The app saves searched-for locations

iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v2.0

BBC
WEATHER
PLAN AHEAD WITH WORLDWIDE
WEATHER AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

We might have experienced a
heatwave of late, but warm and
sunny days don’t always go hand in
hand with the great British summer.
Unpredictable conditions can make it tricky to
plan ahead, but with a forecast available at the
tap of a button, the BBC Weather app should
prevent you from getting caught out.
Allow the app to use your current location
to ensure you receive local weather updates
wherever you are – the app will adjust to where
you are automatically, whenever you open the
app. You can also search for any location around
the world, so if you want to know what the
weather’s going to be like for your forthcoming
holiday abroad, the BBC can tell you in an instant.
The interface is advantageously simple. It
clearly displays every piece of information you
require. A symbol illustrates current conditions
along with an accompanying background image,
highest and lowest temperature for the day,
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wind conditions, sunrise and sunset times, plus
UV and pollen strengths. Scroll left for an hourly
breakdown and press a specific hour to check
humidity, visibility, pressure, wind direction and
wind speed. For a quick glimpse at the days
ahead, simply scroll through the five days of the
week along the bottom of the app.

An abundance of features and
information on a clear interface.
You couldn’t ask for much more
from a weather app.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v1.0.1
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.0.5

DIAMOND STREET EVEREST

Diamond Street is
designed to let you
walk around the historic
jewellery quarter of
Hatton Garden in London and to let
you listen to an audio walkthrough
as you do so. Using GPS, it will know
where you are and will accurately
offer relevant information for the
exact spot you are standing in. The
text and graphical information is also
interesting even if you are not in
the desired location and it all comes
together to create a solution which
highlights exactly how powerful
modern smartphones are.
An immersive and
clever app that takes
full advantage of
mobile technology.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v1.0
Android | OS 2.3.3 | Free | v1.0

Achieving dreams and
setting up task lists for
them may not seem like
something most people
do, but there are those who like
the idea of planning for something
special. The presentation in this app
is exceptional and the way it works
is also highly impressive with clarity
shining through at every single
stage. On its own the app is brilliant
and very well crafted, but you do
have to be logged in to use it most
of the time – and there does appear
to be some confusion about how
your data can be potentially used
by the developer. Even so, it’s a nice
idea that has been executed well.
Some people will love the
presentation and features here.
Others may have some concerns.
iPhone | iOS 6.0 | Free | v1.3

GUMULON

Sometimes it is hard to
pinpoint what makes
a game great, but the
ability to pick it up and
enjoy it straight away is a good start.
If you get to control a character in
an enjoyable environment and are
given a perfect set of controls to
do so, the fun increases even more.
In Gumulon you control an alien
by simply tapping on the screen
or, baffling as it is, using the frontfacing camera to monitor you as
you chew – yes, really. It is excellent
fun and will keep you playing and
laughing for hours on end. It’s unique
and unlike any other app around.
This game gets the
control mechanics and
gaming environment
exactly right.
iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | Free | v1.0.1

GET THE LATEST
MUSIC NEWS

01 NME

Get the latest indie
music news from the
New Music Express of
the 21st Century.
iPhone | iOS 4.0 | Free | v1.0.1

02 MOSHCAM
Couldn’t get tickets to a

great gig? Watch videos of
events – free of charge!

PAUSE

The idea behind this
app is good in that it
attempts to highlight
just how addicted
to digital media you really are. It
enables you to track the amount of
time you are in Airplane mode for
and also what you were doing during
that time. An online leaderboard
is used to monitor your progress,
which can be seen by your friends –
and it is in this area that it seems to
fall down. You have no choice but to
use Facebook to use any part of the
app, which could make it instantly
lose its appeal for many. It would
work better if sharing was more of
an option than a necessity.

An interesting idea, but one which
demands you to share with others
if you want to be able to use it.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v1.0

SHAKE!

When you are walking,
running or hiking
you don’t want to be
thinking too much
about whether you left that one
important thing behind – and this
is where Shake! comes in handy.
It offers a flashlight, compass and
various bits of useful information
such as the wind direction/speed
and temperature, all housed in an
easy-to-view and intuitive interface.
A few more options would be nice
to see and it probably won’t appeal
to everyone, but what is here works
very well and it has obviously been
built with an understanding of the
expected type of user in mind.

A simple solution with many
features included. In the right
hands it works very well.
iPhone | iOS 5.1 | Free | v1.1

WAR OF NATIONS™
War of Nations™
requires quite a lot of
thought to succeed –
but strategy fanatics
who love to consider there tactics
and plan steps ahead will feel right
at home here. It isn’t quick and at
times it doesn’t feel too handson, but that isn’t the point of this
game. Your goal is to raise armies,
conquer other players and build
an unstoppable empire. There are
instructions that try to make it
accessible to anyone who wants to
learn how to play, but be aware that
you will need to be very good at this
game to avoid having to resort to
the in-app purchases.

A deep and long strategy game
with many highlights. You need to
be patient, however.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | Free | v1.0.9

iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v2.4.0
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.0

03 MTV
NEWS
Music and entertainment

news served up from the
MTV website, with a side
order of celebrity gossip.
iPhone | iOS 4.3 | Free | v1.9
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v2.0

04 BBC
RADIO
Use this app’s stylish slide

wheel to quickly switch
between stations and find
the one that plays your sort of
music and news stories.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v1.1.4
Android | OS 4.0
| Free | v1.1.2.1141663

05 PODCASTS
With 250,000 different

channels and 8 million
episodes, there are many
music news podcasts to follow here.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.1 | Free | v1.2.1
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FUN PHOTO APPS
TOOLS TO MAKE YOUR SNAPS SURREAL OR JUST PLAIN SILLY
ANIMAL HEAD PHOTO MASHUP

PLASTIC SURGERY SIMULATOR

PROP BOOTH

If you want to amuse your family and
friends with a giggle, this should do the
trick. It lets you superimpose an animal’s
head onto a photo taken with the app, or imported
from your device’s photo album. The app includes 17
animal faces that come from creatures that either
inherently look daft (like a goat or a monkey) or have
features that have been slightly exaggerated. Once
your photo is in the app, you select the mask, adjust
its size and position it where you like. When you’re
satisfied, you can share your unsettling creations
either through email or on Facebook.
Very basic but easy to use and likely to
produce fair few smiles among its users.

This is a typical image distortion app that
has about as much to do with plastic
surgery as it does gardening. Even so, you
can achieve some amusing effects if you start with
the right photo and have the patience to work out
how to get the best results from the limited tool set.
The results aren’t as good as those suggested by
the images in the official app descriptions, mostly
because it’s hard to get convincing contours with
fingertip smearing. However, you can share your
results with other users if you get something you
think is particularly funny or clever.
The feature set is limited but it can produce
some surreal effects with relative ease.

This app is by the same developer as Animal
Head Photo Mashup but it takes the theme
of that product further by allowing you to
overlay more than just creature noggins on your
pictures. Here the options include human and animal
eyes, ears and noses, as well as moustaches, hats,
glasses and fruit. You can snap a photo in the app
or import one that you’ve previously taken. You can
also create something from just using the masks.
The much wider selection of masks inevitably
increases your opportunities for silliness. Moreover,
expansion packs are promised for the future.
The abundance of masks provides plenty of
opportunity for bizarre creations.

iPhone | iOS 3.1.3 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.7

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.4

iPhone | iOS 2.4 | £0.69/$0.99 | v3.1.3

Android | OS 2.1 | £0.63/$0.99 | v1.1

Android | OS 2.1 | £1.17/$1.88 | v1.2.1

Android | OS 2.1 | £0.63/$0.99 | v1.0
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TALKING FUNNY MIRRORS

SHAKIN’ CHANGE

POCKETBOOTH

If you don’t know how easy it is to make
yourself look like a completely different
person, try this app. It takes the old
fairground attraction of distorting mirrors and turns
it into a camera effect that can have surprising
results. Twenty different distortions come with the
app and the effect of each can be viewed in real
time through your device’s camera. Furthermore,
you are not restricted to still images: the app will
record videos of your contorted face and change
your voice on the soundtrack. The results can be
uploaded to Facebook, Twitter or YouTube.
A great tool for creating weird avatars for
social networking sites. Good fun.

This app makes it easy to get fun effects
from a headshot by taking advantage of
the movement sensors in mobile devices.
You snap a photo of someone’s face with the app
or import one from your photo gallery, then match
up the facial features with a template by zooming
in or out, moving the image and rotating it. Once
you have the eyes, nose and mouth lined up you
just shake the device and hey presto: the app
superimposes various combinations of facial objects
on the photo, including moustaches, glasses and
noses. To change the combination, just shake again.
This one is sure to cause a chuckle and should
be very popular with children.

The developers of this app have taken a
novelty theme and turned it into something
that is not only professional-looking
but practical. The interface mimics the classic
photobooth that you find in shopping centres
and replicates the experience of using the booth:
you look into the camera window then press the
Start button and wait for the flash to go off. One
advantage of the app over a real booth is that you
get immediate results. You can also adjust the style
of the images, share them and print them off.
Good example of an app that
entices you to use it because of
how smartly designed it is.

iPhone | iOS 5.1 | £0.69/$0.99 | v2.01

iPhone | iOS 3.1.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.4.4

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v2.0.1

Android | OS 2.3.3 | £0.69/$0.99 | v2.3.0

Android | OS 1.6 | £1.21/$1.94 | v1.4.4

Android | OS 2.2 | £1.25/$1.99 | v1.3.1

ZOMBIE PRO BOOTH

CAMERA FUN PRO

FACEPLANT

If you are concerned about a zombie
apocalypse and want to be able to
recognise your friends among the hordes
of undead, this app might help. It’s one of several
in the app stores that can zombify portrait pictures
by overlaying decomposing facial features on them.
To work properly, it needs a picture of a face taken
from directly in front. This can be snapped in the
app or imported. You then line up the markers for
the facial features and start processing. Results are
mixed but the app can generate a few variations
that might produce something suitably unpleasant.
Dead simple to use but you’ll have to be
selective about who sees the results.

This app works like Talking Funny Mirrors
in that it allows you to manipulate images
using various distorting filters, such as
Pinch, Bulge and Swirl. On top of that, though, you
can also change an image’s texture using effects
such as Canvas, Chalk and Neon. In typical fashion
the original image can be imported from a device’s
gallery or snapped with the camera in the app. Less
common are functions that allow you to capture
movies as well as photographs and copy images to
the clipboard. Settings are minimal but the number
of available filters makes up for that.
Does indeed make your camera
fun and it can be creative too.

Face swapping apps are plentiful but
FacePLANT (a.k.a. Face Swap - Photoshop
Juggle on Android) stands out because of its
extra features. It only works if it detects two faces
in an image but once a photo is imported you can
give everyone the same face or swap faces around.
The main editing screen lets you move, resize and
rotate the transplanted faces to line them up. You
can then go to a second editing screen and add
additional features like hats, glasses and word
bubbles, and also adjust lighting and colour.
As novelty photo apps go, this one
is about as comprehensive as they
get. Very silly, and very fun.

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.3

iPhone | iOS 4.2 | £0.69/$0.99 | v4.1

iPhone | iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.8

Android | OS 2.2 | £0.64/$0.99 | v1.3

Android | OS 1.6 | £0.61/$0.99 | v4.0

Android | OS 4.0 | £0.64/$1.04 | v1.3.5
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ABOVE: The app is a mixture of
animated scenes and static text,
overlaid with narration

ABOVE: Each chapter includes an

ABOVE: A Cautionary Tail for iPad is all about a young girl

interactive elements , for example,
tap the butterfly to make it to fly

growing up with a rather strange appendage

A CAUTIONARY TAIL
PROS/CONS

Children will
play it over and
over again
First-class
animation and
backgrounds
More interactivity
would be welcome
Adult content in
a children’s app
is odd

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

A Cautionary Tail for iPad
is an app based on the
short animated film of the
same name, which was a
Kickstarter success story was released in
June. The film and app both feature the
voices of Hollywood stars Cate Blanchett,
Barry Otto and David Wenham. It is an
animated children’s fairy tale about a girl
born with a tail, but there is something
for everyone here and much of it will
appeal to grown ups as well.
The story is about a baby girl that is
born with a bump on her rump. As she
grows, so does the anonymous heroine’s
bump and eventually it develops into a
long tail. Despite this strange appendage,
her parents love her and treat her just
the same, and we see the little baby
growing up into a cute young girl. The
tail becomes quite long, curling this
way when she is happy or that way

RIGHT: The story is told in

rhyming verse, narrated
by Hollywood actor
David Wenham
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AN INTERACTIVE STORY FOR KIDS
WITH EXTRAS FOR ADULTS TOO

when she is sad. It is essentially a visual
representation of her mood and will
remind film fans of Tangled, Disney’s
recent adaption of Rapunzel, in which
the Princess’ longing flowing her also had
a life of its own.
The problem comes when the little girl
goes to school and the other children do
not like the fact that she’s different. She
finds that you have to fit in at school and
a tail makes that impossible – as a result,
she becomes an outcast. The story
becomes one of sadness and loneliness,
and how being different to everyone else
can affect your life. The girl finds that
to fit in you must conform to everyone’s
expectations. The story doesn’t
sugarcoat everything and it doesn’t have
a typically happy or overly sentimental
ending like you might expect from a
children’s film. Still, it does give hope and
advice to other children and adults who
may be different in some way and the
message is ultimately a positive one.
The highly detailed graphics are
superb and the app blends computer
animation with real hand-built miniature
sets of the type that are used in stopmotion movies like Wallace and Gromit.
This gives the scenes a depth that is
missing in pure animation. There are 26
chapters in total and some look like they
are scenes straight from the film and

feature smooth animation, while others
are static images. Story text appears at
the bottom of the screen that is read
aloud, the words highlighting as they are
spoken by the narrator.
Each chapter contains a scene with
interactive elements, but you aren’t told
what to do. Tap around the screen and
you quickly discover an area that triggers
an animation that is entertaining to
watch. Sometimes you can paint graffiti
on the screen, see the girl perform
magic tricks, see exactly how the girl’s
tail expresses joy or anger, drive a car by
tilting the iPad like a steering wheel, or
perform some other action. Children will
love exploring each of the scenes and
discovering the interactive Easter eggs
that they contain. The effect is never the
same twice on the run, which helps add
to the interest.
The menu button enables you to
mute the audio or the music and also
provides access to extras that will appeal
to older children and adults. You can
watch the trailer for the film and see
how both the film and app were created.
The Making Of is a short film that
goes behind the scenes and features
interviews with the people that worked
on it. It reveals the team behind the
app and film, making and shooting the
miniature sets, the computer animation

| EVERYDAY
REVIEW | ENTERTAINMENT

SHOWCASE

Interactive games
within the story

01 DRIVE A CAR
Here we have
the protagonist
in the car with
her family. Kids
will love taking
control of the
car by tilting
the iPad.

02 WHEEL OF FORTUNE
Spin the wheel and
you can win a prize
of a dubious value. It
doesn’t matter what
you do, however, it is
always lands on the
unfortunately-named
Bonus Knob.

03 SPRAY GRAFFITI

ABOVE: The girl becomes lonely as the other
kids exclude her because she is different

ABOVE: Chapter selection allows you to easily
replay your favourite parts of the story

and so on. The Sound Booth shows the
actors recording the voice track, acting
out scenes, reading the narrative and
so on. It’s interesting for adults, but it
probably isn’t a section your child will
visit often. You might find it a bit odd
having this material in what is basically
a child’s interactive book, but these days
animated films aren’t just for kids.
You have to nitpick to find faults and
perhaps there could be more interactivity
in some scenes. In one or two places the

app appeared to be a bit slow on an iPad
2, but on newer devices it was quick and
responsive. The app is excellent and the
story may be funny, but it also carries an
important message about individuality
and accepting differences.
This is a wonderful animated and
interactive book that children and
parents will love. A great story with a
lovely art style.

The tail is getting
the girl down and
in frustration
and anger, she
takes it out on her
surroundings by
spraying paint all
over the walls.

04 EXPERIMENT
WITH EMOTIONS
The girl’s tail
reflects her mood
and here you can
try out different
emotions and
see how the
appendage reacts.

05 A KNOTTY
PROBLEM
The girl’s tail has
become tangled
up in a knot.
Don’t worry, all
it takes is a tap
of the screen to
untangle it.

iPad | iOS 4.0 | £2.99/$4.99 | v1.1.0

“THE HIGHLY DETAILED GRAPHICS ARE SUPERB AND
THE APP BLENDS COMPUTER ANIMATION WITH REAL
HAND-BUILT MINIATURE SETS”
ALTERNATIVELY…

Try these
children’s
apps for iPad
INC.
01 MONSTERS,
STORYBOOK DELUXE

Everyone has seen the
film and now you have
the chance to experience
the interactive book.
iPad+ | iOS 5.0
| £4.99/$6.99 | v1.4

NEMO: MY
02 FINDING
PUZZLE BOOK

This is another Disney/
Pixar collaboration and
is absolutely full of fun
puzzles to play.
iPad+ | iOS 5.1
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.3

HOW TO TRAIN
03
YOUR DRAGON –
KIDS BOOK HD

Another film tie-in, this
one from Dreamworks.
It is beautifully drawn.
iPad+ | iOS 5.1
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.3

EGGS AND HAM
JACK AND THE
04 GREEN
– DR. SEUSS
05
BEANSTALK CHILDREN’S
INTERACTIVE STORYBOOK
Dr. Seuss’ books are
very popular with
children as well as being
fun and educational.
iPad+ | iOS 5.0
| £2.49/$3.99 | v2.3

Struggling to remember
the traditional tale? Give
your child this app.
iPad+ | iOS 4.3
| £2.49/$3.99 | v1.3.4
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ABOVE: And so it starts. One tap of the

green book and you are into the story

RIGHT: The story, characters and
illustrations are sure to evoke nostalgia

CHARLIE BROWN’S
ALL STARS!

SNOOP AROUND THIS ADVENTURE
WITH EVERYONE’S FAVOURITE KID

Charlie Brown’s adventures
have endured for a long
time and while there are
lots of cartoon strips and
TV episodes, few really bring him to
life in the same way as this app. As
you would expect, the experience
is interactive, which brings a fresh
dimension to the storytelling. While
you cannot do too much with the
characters on the screen, there is
enough to keep even the most easily
bored children going.
The classic story revolves around
friendship and the fostering of team
spirit is as much a learning process
as it is an actual yarn of the story.
There is an educational feel to the
proceedings and a pervading sense
of emotion as you go through the

book. You can use the iPad to tilt and
swipe on the screen and get involved
with the action to a degree. You can
swing a bat, catch a ball or touch the
characters and have them slide, move
and wobble around.
All the time you have great
narration from Stephen Shea who
is the voice of Linus van Pelt, and
work has been done to bring the
original illustrations, voices and music
together too. This story is based on
the animated TV special from 1966
so there is a massive dollop not only
of authenticity but of nostalgia too,
particularly for those who may have
experienced it the first time around.
And that is what makes it so special.
It’s less the interaction and more the
fact that it is something both parents

and children can enjoy. There’s also a
learning process going on with being
able to turn the narration on and off,
have words highlighted or tap on a
word to hear it spoken. It works on
the iPhone 5 as well and it takes full
advantage of the screen.
All of this ensures that the Charlie
Brown stories endure and remain
relevant to today’s audience. It’s not
a short book so there’s plenty of
lastability and a feeling that you can
go back over it again and again. It’s
definitely a worthwhile purchase.
The tale makes for a good bedtime
story or a great way to see this
childhood favourite come to life
with modern technology.
iPad+ | iOS 4.3 | £2.49/$3.99 | v1.1

Pros/Cons
The story is a
classic one of
friendship
The visuals and
characters feel
very authentic
It could do with
some more
interactivity
It is not clear from
the start that it is
interactive

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

ALTERNATIVELY…

Five more
storybooks
you’ll love
THE FANTASTIC FLYING
01
BOOKS OF MR
MORRIS LESSMORE

It began as a short film
and is now a boundaryblurring interactive book.
iPad | iOS 5.1
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.4
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02 ALICE FOR iPAD

One of the first
interactive books and
still a classic delight with
Carroll’s words leaping
from the screen.
iPad | iOS 3.2
| £5.99/$8.99 | v3.01

TOY STORY
03 READ-ALONG

A free adventure that
lets your children go on
a journey with Woody
and all of his pals.
iPad | iOS 5.1
| Free | v1.4

DR. SEUSS BEGINNER
04 BOOK
COLLECTION #1

Everyone loves Dr Seuss
books and you are getting
a brilliant collection as
well as experience.
iPad+ | iOS 5.0
| £10.49/$14.99 | v2.1

THE MONSTER AT THE
05
END OF THIS BOOK...
STARRING GROVER!

Sesame Street is a
delight and this app with
Grover is brilliant.
iPad+ | iOS 5.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v3.3

REVIEW | ENTERTAINMENT

CASPAR BABYPANTS MUSIC TIME!
MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT FOR
TODDLERS AND PARENTS

After founding an American rock
band, performing world tours and
selling countless albums, Chris Ballew
found himself a new career under
the stage name Caspar Babypants. He has six
music albums and now an iPad app too. They
are all aimed at youngsters and the idea is to
encourage them to enjoy music and play along.
The home screen provides access to the six
albums and you get two songs from each one
with the app. If you already own any of the
albums or buy them, the app is then able to play
any of the songs on the iPad.
When the music starts there are three
instruments to choose from that enable you to
play along. A xylophone and guitar are available
and you don’t need to know anything about
music because the instruments can only play
notes from the song’s chords. As the chords
change, so do the notes and you can tap the
xylophone and pick or strum the guitar strings in
any order. There is also a drum kit kids can bash
in time to the music. Hopefully, the child will learn
to get creative with the notes they play.

BELOW: As well as a xylophone and guitar, there is a drum kit where you can get creative with the beat
In addition to the instruments, there is one
more option and that is to display the lyrics as
they are sung. You and your child can sing along,
make music and have fun.

A different way for parents and children to
experience music and spend time together.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.02

THOR POLYSONIC SYNTHESIZER
A FAITHFUL iPAD RECREATION OF REASON’S LEGENDARY FLAGSHIP SYNTH

There are great music applications on
the iPad like GarageBand, but if you
want to go beyond the basics and
create your own sounds, you may
want to look at Propellerhead Software’s Thor
Polysonic Synthesizer. Supposedly it’s named after
the Norse God because of its thunderous sound
and God-like sound-sculpting capabilities.
There are three screens consisting of keyboard,
knobs and routing. The first lets you play and
there are useful features like the Assist button
that enable you to choose a chord and Collapse,

which reduces the keyboard to show only those
notes – so you can’t play a bad one! Latch Keys
holds down keys and Strum enables you to select
several keys and then play arpeggios by swiping.
The knobs screen is in three parts, each of
which can be expanded and collapsed. This is
where you create the sound you want and the
range of options is no less than superb. There
are six oscillator types consisting of analogue,
wavetable, phase modulation, multi-oscillator and
noise, and three slots. There are five filter types
and three slots. You can play around with these

and other controls for hours mimicking great
sounds from your favourite tracks. The routing
screen gives you fine control over the signal.
A sound bank has 1,000 Thor patches from
artists and sound designers, audio-in-background
plays while using other apps, there’s MIDI in, and
more. It is rare that version one of anything is so
good. A fantastic example of modern technology.
It is not cheap, but then this is a professional
music tool with an amazing array of features.

ABOVE: Choose the sound you want from the vast
library that is provided

ABOVE: Assist on the left, Latch Keys and Strum on

ABOVE: The knobs screen is where you can get

the right are all useful aids

iPad | iOS 5.1 | £10.49/$14.99 | v1.0

creative with the sounds
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7 DIFFERENCES

Young children are likely
to love the simplicity
of this game and the
way it taxes their minds
in a gentle way. The classic spotthe-difference games are included
alongside memory games, as well as
an unusual mirror game which offers
a new perspective to train young
minds to think in a different way. The
game suits the tablet screen much
better than a phone because of the
detail needed in each image, but
overall we were still quite impressed
with the way everything worked.
Even the youngest of children will
find some fun here.
A fairly impressive spot-thedifference game that will appeal
most to young children.
iPad+ | iOS 5.0
| £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0

COLORS!

At first glance Colors!
delivers the same as
any other painting app,
but there are some
surprises included which are quite
unusual. A gallery will show you
the creations of other users for
inspiration and there is the ability to
record the entire drawing process
for playback later. This alone makes
it feel more interactive, but the
fact that it is also a very competent
painting app only adds to the sense
that much care has been taken
when building it. It works better on
a tablet for obvious reasons, but still
has value on your smartphone.
A decent painting app with some
unusual features to set it apart
from the competition.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| £2.99/$4.99 | v2.0.2
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v1.1

DAILY TUBE

Once you start using
YouTube it is all too easy
to let your favourites
get out of hand because
the content is so varied. This app
offers a segmented interface that
will let you categorise your favourite
videos in a couple of taps and it
is further benefited by being able
to offer high quality playback all
the way up to 1080p. Daily Tube
also includes synchronisation with
YouTube and Dailymotion support
as an added extra. It is so good that
it could eventually be the method
by which you view all of your videos
when out and about.
A brilliant solution for
taming your online
video favourites. It is
also highly flexible.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0

BECOME A
CONDUCTOR

01 THE ORCHESTRA

Control every musician
in the Philharmonia
with this detailed app.

iPad | iOS 6.0
| £9.99/$13.99 | v1.2.1

02 NOTES! LEARN
TO READ
MUSIC
Ideal for beginners, learn

the letter names for notes
on the bass and treble clef.

LIVE CRICKET
MATCHES
Live Cricket Matches is
perfect for those who
are fans of the sport.
Live scores, news and
schedules would be enough for
many, but throw in the promise of
live streaming and cricket fans will be
jumping for joy. Most of the features
work very well and it is a decent
solution for keeping up with the
latest happenings, but the streaming
was at times quite unstable in our
tests. It is all very professionally
presented, but the promise doesn’t
quite match the reality.
Unstable streaming at times
lets down an otherwise decent
solution for cricket fans.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0
| £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0

MUPIX

Does the world need
yet another mobile
social media app?
Maybe it does and if so,
Mupix could be the answer. It lets
you snap a photo and add music
to go alongside it. This music is not
derived from your phone, but from a
catalogue of millions of tracks and so
the potential variety is huge. You can
then add a comment – and you’re
done. It is a very simple way to share
music, photos and text in one swift
movement and everything about the
app is likeable from the first moment
you use it. This one could take off.
An engaging and simple
social network which
seems to work on every
single level.
iPhone | iOS 4.3
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.1

MY TALKING PET

Novelty apps do not
always fare well when it
comes to reviews, but in
this case the technology
that is employed to bring your pet
to life on screen is very impressive.
The process is simple: just snap a
photo, choose the important points
and watch the app do its work.
The result is an animated and fun
speaking version of your pet – or
indeed any object or person – that
rarely fails to impress. The choice
of voices and phrases only adds to
the fun, and for sharing with others
it remains good value – especially if
you love your animals.

It may be a novelty app, but it is a
good one that entertains well and
provides plenty of laughs.
iPhone+ | iOS 6.0
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.1

iPad+ | iOS 4.3
| £0.69/$0.99 | v2.0.5

03 BEETHOVEN’S
9TH SYMPHONY
Create your own version of
the iconic opus by blending
recordings together.

iPhone | iOS 6.0
| £5.49/$7.99 | v1.0.1

04 BATON
METRONOME
Master keeping tempo with
the composer’s baton.

iPhone+ | iOS 5.1
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.1

05 CLASSICAL MUSIC:
ESSENTIALS
Study the greats of classical
music with Wikipedia links
and YouTube videos.

Android | OS 2.3.3
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.0
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CHEEKY CHINS

RIGHT: Press Play to hear

your character speak
your message

CREATE AND SHARE CHEEKY VIDEO
MESSAGES WITH A DIFFERENCE

Ever wondered what the point is
of having a chin? Wonder no more;
download Cheeky Chins and all will
be revealed. It might appear to be
a simple app, and in some ways it is, but many
hours of fun can be had with it.
On opening Cheeky Chins, you’re presented
with a camera-like interface and your face
staring back at you. Align the mouth and chin
outline with your own features then, keeping
your phone as still as possible, press the red
record icon at the bottom. Speak your message
clearly then press the record button again to
stop recording and be taken to the next stage.
This is the fun part. Your chin is automatically
flipped upside down, and there is a selection of
accessories at the bottom including headwear,
hair, eyes and facial hair. Simply drag your desired
item into position to create a character. All sorts
of cheeky characters can be formed, from sternfaced policemen to startled-looking jesters. Press
Next and your character is fully formed, along
with a play button that will play your message in
a comical voice as the character’s lips move.
The effect can be hilarious. Press the Share
button and you can email it, post it on YouTube,

BELOW: Choose from
a selection of
accessories

Facebook or Twitter, or simply save it to your
Camera Roll. It’s a great way to keep children
entertained but we’re sure adults will gain just
as much enjoyment from it too. An example of a
simple app that has been executed flawlessly.

LULLABYTES

SEND YOUR BABY TO SLEEP AND LOG THEIR SLEEP PATTERNS

ABOVE: Add and edit sleep

entries in the diary

LEFT: The play button

starts the 12 classical
pieces of music
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A unique way of sending messages
using your face, your voice and
some humorous accessories
iPhone | iOS 5.0+ | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.1

The creator behind Baby Einstein
has brought us another intuitive app.
Lullabytes can benefit both infant and you
by improving and logging your baby’s sleep
pattern, ultimately increasing the number of hours
you have to catch up on chores or take a nap yourself.
Once you’ve logged your baby’s name and date
of birth, and uploaded a photograph, the colourful
interface presents you with a torch, a clock and most
importantly a large orange Play button. Pressing
this button begins both the stopwatch and the first
of 12 classical pieces of music, helping your baby to
drift off to sleep. You can rewind, fast-forward and
pause a track while the stopwatch continues, or stop
it to add the entry to the Sleep Diary. What’s really
impressive is that if all 12 tracks come to the end, they
automatically begin again if the baby starts crying.
The Sleep Diary states the recommended hours
of sleep for your baby’s age, and allows you to edit
entries with information on feeds, sickness, teething
and more – useful for analysing sleep patterns. With
summary charts and tips for parents, the app is full
of substance and bursting with impressive features.
The only extra thing we’d like to see is an increase in
the number and variety of songs; it would be nice to
select different genres, such as nursery rhymes or
other favourites. However, what it currently offers is
absolutely fantastic for a free app.
A multifunctional app with soothing sounds to
send your baby drifting off to sleep. A great way to
manage sleeping patterns.
iPhone | iOS 5.1+ | Free | v1.0.0

CAMERA 2

Apps that offer filters
to change the look of
your photos are very
common now, but few
offer as diverse a range of effects
as Camera 2. You can capture new
moments by using the effects
in real-time and also adjust each
transition in finite detail so the end
results are exactly what you require.
The clever controls on the main
screen enable you to still see the
detail within each image and snap
photos at the same time. There
are very few areas which need
improvement. Overall, it is a very
competent photography solution.
A well-presented and highly
featured photo app that does
what it needs to stylishly.
Android | OS 4.0.3
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.0.6

NEXMUSIC +

Android music players
have always been a
hit and miss affair,
but NexMusic +
offers many new features and
crucially an interface that is very
easy-to-use and navigate. The
car mode is especially useful for
improving safety and the sleep
timer means you can drop off with
your favourite music playing and
not deplete the battery too much.
The list of features goes on and
every one adds something positive
to the experience. It is hard not to
recommend this as one of the best
mobile music solutions available.
A brilliant music app
with a huge number of
useful features.
Android | OS 4.0
| £0.84/$1.25 | v1.0.1.7.1

PYTHON
IN MY POCKET

Monty Python has
managed to defy time
and still has a fanatical
following that will likely
lap up any app associated with it.
In this case, you get hundreds of
clips that are organised in a logical
way to play with whenever you
want. It does work well and will
suit ardent fans perfectly, but the
presentation could be a little more
professional and we do wonder if
it will only appeal to a minority of
users. It is good at what it does, but
in particular areas it could be better.
Probably just one for the fans.

An adequate solution for serious
fans of the Monty Python genre,
but it could be improved.
Android | OS 3.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.2

IMPROVE
TWITTER

01 TWEETCASTER PRO

Mute hashtags and set
a bookmark for position
in the Twitter feed.

iPad+ | iOS 5.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v3.3
Android | OS 2.0
| £3.07/$4.99 | v7.5.2

02 TWIDERE
Manage multiple accounts?

View all tweets in one Holo
timeline, with colour coding.

QUICK SOCIAL

If you use multiple
social networks, you
may find having to post
the same update many
times can get quite tiresome and
is also a waste of time. Quick Social
has been designed to let you create
one post that is then published on
Twitter, Facebook and Google+ all at
the same time. It certainly doesn’t
jump out as a complex app and the
interface is remarkably simple, but
that is the intention behind how it is
supposed to work. It does one thing
and it does it very well, which will
suit any serious social networkers
out there down to the ground.

An elegantly simple solution to
managing multiple social networks
efficiently. It just works.
Android | OS 3.2
| £0.79/$1.19 | v1.2s

TWHEEL
FOR TWITTER

Twitter is almost always
used to simply read the
comments of those you
follow, but twheel offers
to do much more with your Twitter
stream. It will highlight content
worth reading and has the potential
to open you up to many new tweet
sources. Plus, it lets you experience
the network in a highly visual way
and will immerse you more in the
features available. If you are a heavy
Twitter user and want to use it in
a different way twheel is definitely
worth checking out.
A clever twist on the standard
Twitter service that could
transform your experience.
Android | OS 2.2
| £0.69/$1.02 | v2.0.2

ULTIMATE iOS7
APEX NOVA THEME
There are two ways
to look at a solution
like this one. Some will
prefer the standard
Android look and celebrate the
differences between platforms,
while others may want to see how
the general iOS 7 interface works for
them. This is a very complete theme
and not just a set of images so it
does offer a realistic experience, but
you would need to be prepared to
work in a completely different way
and to accept that some parts of
Android will not be readily available.

A complete and good-looking
theme that is great for
experimenting with the new iOS.
Android | OS 2.3.3
| £0.66/$1.00 | v1.72

Android | OS 1.6
| Free | v0.2.8.6

03 SLICES
Create mini-feeds and filter
users for easy reading.

iPhone | iOS 5.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.9
Android | OS 2.2
| £3.11/$4.99 | v1.9.4

04 UBERSOCIAL
PRO
Cross-post to Gchat status
as well as Facebook.

iPhone | iOS 5.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v2.4.89
Android | OS 2.1
| £3.12/$4.99 | v2.5.0.0

05 TWEET LINE
PREMIUM
Decorate your timeline with

themes, adjust font size and
set alternative controls.

Android | OS 2.1
| £1.38/$1.99 | v1.3.1
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FIRST AID APPS
FOR AN EMERGENCY
DOWNLOADS THAT COULD HELP YOU SAVE A LIFE

POISONING FIRST AID
FOR CHILDREN

One of the most important things you learn
as a new parent is to make sure that your
child can’t get to household chemicals like
bleach or caustic soda. Prevention is better than
cure but if something happens, you need a quick
source of information that tells you what to do.
This app gives a clear breakdown of what actions
you should take if you fear that your child has
ingested something toxic or been attacked by a
venomous animal. You can also set it up to quickly
give you emergency numbers if the worst happens.
Simple but comprehensive and easy to
navigate, which is important in a crisis.

EMERGENCY FIRST AID
AND TREATMENT

Having this comprehensive app on hand
will help you take the right actions in any
of the emergency situations typically
covered by first aid courses. Topics range from how
to use an automated external defibrillator to what
to do if you find yourself having to deliver a baby.
Step-by-step procedures are given in short
passages illustrated with small but clear pictures.
There are also videos, a CPR clock and a list of
location-specific emergency numbers.
Easy to follow and covers a range
of situations, but hopefully you’ll
never need most of it.

BABY FIRST AID
Having to give first aid to a baby is every
parent’s nightmare, so you want to be sure
that you know what to do or can find out
fast. This app does an impressive job of compiling
instructions on treating an infant in the most
common harmful situations that they could find
themselves in, such as poisoning, scalding and
choking. Parents would be well advised to read it
over before needing it because some of the
paragraphs might seem long in an emergency.
Nonetheless, the essentials are clearly organised in
bullet points and have handy illustrations.
Attractive and well designed, this is
something all mums and dads should have.

Android | OS 2.2 | £2.28/$3.02 | v1.2

Android | OS 1.6 | £0.83/$1.29 |v5.5

Android | OS 1.5 | £1.27/$1.99 | v1.0

iPad+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99 | v1.2.7

iPad+ | iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99 | v5.1.3

iPhone | iOS 3.0 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0
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GOTOAID FIRST AID

PET FIRST AID

ICE - IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

The key to a good first aid app is a wellorganised layout that makes any
information you need easy to find and act
on. This one has that quality throughout. Its
colourful main menu breaks down conditions into
logical categories, each leading to a submenu
listing related topics. Tap on any of these and you
get basic information and a list of signs and
symptoms. You can read these or the app will
narrate them. Then you can proceed through the
steps you’ll need to perform to provide treatment,
which can also be printed off as a poster.
The attractive, efficient design is undermined
by the fact that some images are missing.

Animals can suffer heart attacks, burns,
stings and broken bones too and this app
shows you how to manage those tricky
situations until you can get veterinary help. The
design and layout is a lot like Pocket First Aid & CPR
because both apps are from the same developer.
There is a section for emergencies and additional
information that you might need in less urgent
situations. This advice is broken down into easy to
find, illustrated instructions supplemented by
images, videos and hyperlinks.
Ever wondered if you could give
a pet rescue breaths? This app
shows you how.

This app doesn’t give any first aid advice
but does let you store and access
information that could be vital in a
situation where you are the first responder or an
accident victim. If you allow it to detect your
location, it will find nearby emergency services and
healthcare providers. Your device’s GPS can also be
used to send a user-definable SOS message to
emergency contacts that you have stored in the
app. On top of that, you can save your own medical
history within the app, which might be handy if
someone ever has to give first aid to you.
An excellent complement to an instructional
app for situations where you need first aid.

Android | OS 1.5 | £3.09/$4.99 | v2.2

Android | OS 1.6 | £1.91/$2.99 | v1.4

Android | OS 2.2 | £1.29/$1.98 | v2.1.1

iPhone | iOS 4.0 | £2.99/$4.99 | v4.0

iPhone | iOS 3.0 | £2.49/$3.99 | v2.2.0

iPhone | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.2

WILDERNESS FIRST AID

SAS SURVIVAL GUIDE

POCKET FIRST AID & CPR

First aid is especially important in the
middle of nowhere because you are likely
to be a long way from the nearest
emergency services. This app will help if you need
to give medical assistance in such circumstances. It
has a list of protocols for everything from
abdominal pain to wounds. In truth, much of the
advice is the same as you’d find in any first aid
guide but there are handy hints on when to
evacuate. One of the best features is the step-bystep guide to CPR and there is also a very helpful
and detailed list of what to include in a first aid kit.
Most of the advice isn’t specific to the
wilderness but it could still get you home.

This app is useful for more than just first
aid but the entries under that heading are
more detailed than any of the other apps
here. It includes case studies and well-illustrated,
informative guides on how to give aid for all the
treatable injuries you could expect in survival
situations. It presents the information in a long
stream of words so that there is almost too much
to read but the sections on medicinal plants are a
great bonus, together with the additional
information on topics other than first aid.
Based on John ‘Lofty’ Wiseman’s
book, it’ll teach you how to
survive pretty much anything.

Along with first aid advice, this app has a
section dedicated to the essential
information you need in a medical
emergency. Tapping it provides a list of potentially
fatal conditions that need a swift response. Each
condition is broken down into subcategories that
lead to instructional pages, which are neatly
illustrated. There are hyperlinks to other entries
you might need to access if a situation changes,
such as if a patient stops breathing. There’s also a
handy place to save your medical profile.
The best-designed app here
coupled with reliable content from
the American Heart Association.

Android | OS 2.3.3 | £1.31/$1.99 | v1.0.3

Android | OS 2.2 | £3.85/$5.99 | v1.2

Android | OS 2.0 | £1.26/$1.99 | v4.0

iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0.3

iPad+ | iOS 4.3 | £3.99/$5.99 | v1.5

iPhone | iOS 3.1 | £1.49/$1.99 | v4.0.1

www.knowyourapps.com

59

EVERYDAY | REVIEW

ABOVE: The app’s initial tutorial will help you
to get to grips with the controls

ABOVE: Mextures lets you import images

from the built-in camera or your own library

MEXTURES

MEET THE MOST POWERFUL PHOTO FILTERS APP FOR iPHONE,
PHONE, EVER
PROS/CONS

Professionalgrade tools
offer a wealth
of customisation
options
Formulas are a
great touch for
an easy editing
process

On the surface of things,
you might be forgiven for
thinking that Mextures is
another photo filters and
effects app to add to that bulging folder
on your smartphone’s home screen. This
might well be yet another photo filters
app, but that’s where the similarities

The sheer number
of options might
be daunting
for some
Too many textures
can quickly ruin
an image

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

RIGHT: The app contains

an impressive set of
textures to work with
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with the ever-expanding App Store
category ends. Far from being another
take on the classic vintage effects app,
Mextures combines just the right amount
of professional tools and advanced
functionality with an impressive
collection of filters and effects, making it
by the far most powerful and flexible app
of its type we’ve ever come across.
The process for editing in Mextures is
relatively simple. You start by shooting
a photo or selecting one from your
iPhone’s Camera Roll and then adding
textures from the collection of texture
packs the app has to offer. There’s a lot
to choose from here, and that’s where
the app might start to get a little bit
daunting for the beginner. From light
leaks, to grit and grain, to gradients; the
sheer number of options available is
brilliant, especially when each one can
be customised with a variety of blending
modes and its own opacity slider.
You can apply any number of textures
to your images, which is a most welcome
change from many apps in this category.
With the opportunity to layer texture
upon texture, no two images we
produced with the app were exactly the

same. There’s a caveat attached to this
though, in that too many effects can
detract from the original image and end
up looking a little tacky. On occasions,
we found it hard to dial down the
opacity of each texture and stop it from
overpowering the image or the overall
edit. In this sense, despite having a lot of
options as far as different texture types
go, less is definitely more.
However, to Mextures’ credit, there
are a good few tools on hand to help
with this issue. Every time a texture
is applied to an image, it starts with
a pre-selected blending mode that
certainly helps to keep things subtle,
but by heading into the layers menu you
can change this and vary up the effect.
There’s also the opacity slider, which is
less useful depending on the blending
mode you’re using, but can still be
effective on some images.
Once you’ve chosen and added all of
your textures, heading into the layers
menu will show them all individually.
Tapping on any texture layer will bring up
its opacity slider and give you the option
to reselect a blending option. There’s
also an option to hide or even delete a

“BY FAR THE MOST POWERFUL AND FLEXIBLE APP
OF ITS TYPE WE’VE EVER COME ACROSS”

REVIEW | EVERYDAY

HOW TO…

Create your own
Mextures Formulas
01 CREATE
Add your favourite
combination of
Textures to your first
image. If you’re unsure
about a Texture, you
can always hide it and
this will save hidden,
ready for use later on.

02 SAVE

ABOVE: You can duplicate or add new
textures and layers in Mextures with
just a few quick taps

ABOVE: The app’s blending modes allow
for even more creative options when
your making new images

Head back into the
main photo menu and
tap on the sharing
icon. You’ve got a few
options here, but you’ll
want to select the
Save Current Formula
button at the bottom.

03 NAME IT
In the dialogue box
that appears, give your
Formula a name (make
it descriptive if you
have a fair few to work
with) and hit the Save
button to commit the
formula to the app.

“WHERE MEXTURES REALLY SHINES IS THE WAY IN
WHICH IT BRINGS ALL OF ITS FEATURES TOGETHER
INTO AN INTUITIVE AND COHERENT INTERFACE”
texture, meaning the levels of undo in
the app are almost endless, even if there
is no actual undo control.
With so much control and so many
textures on offer, it’s easy to lose
yourself and spend hours working
on a single image – and it’s this that
makes Mextures more than worthy of
its £1.49/$1.99 asking price. To save
time though, Mextures allows you to
save combinations of texture layers as
Formulas. These can be instantly recalled
and edited at any time and there’s
a whole host of pre-made Formulas
created by iPhoneographers – it’s the
only remotely social element to this app
beyond the regular sharing features,
although that’s by no means a bad thing.

Where Mextures really shines is the
way in which it brings all of its great
features together into an intuitive and
coherent interface. There’s a pretty
extensive tutorial to get through before
you even get started with the app, but
we’d be confident in skipping a lot of it
and diving headfirst into this awesome
editing app. Mextures’ fantastic mix of
power user features and faithful analogue
textures makes it a must-have app for any
eager iPhoneographers – and at this price,
you’re getting a real bargain.
Offering something extra to
the photo-editing category,
Mextures ticks all the boxes.

04 SELECT
When you’re working
on a new image, select
the Formulas tab from
the top of the Mextures
menu. Tap on My
Formulas and then find
the one you’ve saved
from the list of options.

05 EDIT
When you select a
saved formula it’ll
appear previewed in
the main image. To
edit this, simply tap
the tick button and
continue working as
you normally would.

iPhone | iOS 5.1 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.2

ALTERNATIVELY…

Five more
image-editing
apps for your
home screen

01 INSTAGRAM

Lighter on editing
options but it’s the
undisputed social giant.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 |
Free | v4.0.2
Android | OS 2.2 |
Free | v4.0.2

02 ANALOG CAMERA

If Mextures is
built for customisation,
Analog Camera is built
for speed – perfect for
those quick snaps.
iPhone | iOS 6.0+ |
£0.69/$0.99 | v1.1

03 HIPSTMATIC OGGL

Hipstamatic Oggl
offers great social
features, like being able
to curate a collection of
others’ photos.
iPhone | iOS 6.0
| Free | v1.1.2

PHOTOSHOP
04 ADOBE
TOUCH

More layer opacities and
blending modes.
iPhone | iOS 6.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.1.0
Android | OS 3.1
| £6.99/$9.99 | v1.5.0

05 SNAPSEED

Snapseed has a
great gesture-based
interface for filters.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0+ |
Free | v1.5.2
Android | OS 4.0
| Free | v1.5.0
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RIGHT: There’s a
short introductory
video to get you
up to speed with
what to expect
from the app

RIGHT: The
information
section links to the
app’s website, so
you can see all the
latest news about
Cosmic Genome

THE INCOMPLETE MAP OF
THE COSMIC GENOME

MARVEL AT THE UNIVERSE WITH BRIAN COX, ROBIN INCE AND MORE
Many of us cannot resist
a glance upwards at the
stars on a particularly clear
night; curiosity is a part of
the human condition. The Incomplete
Map of the Cosmic Genome is an app
that celebrates our wide-eyed wonder
by bringing together a collection of
scientists, writers and performers to
talk about the things they love about
science and the universe we inhabit.
It’s a unique angle to approach the
App Store at, but there is no doubting
the appeal once you begin watching
all of the short videos. Whether it is
celebrity physicist Professor Brian Cox
discussing his earliest memories of
science, Richard Dawkins on biology,
or comedian Stewart Lee sharing his
experience of explaining gravity to his

young son, there is a mixture of both
knowledge and entertainment to be
gained from Cosmic Genome.
The introduction video from
comedian and radio presenter Robin
Ince leads you to a periodic table of
contributors, each one of them talking
about the field of science they find
the most fascinating. Every profile
comes with a short video as well as a
transcript. Users can choose to either
stream content or download it to
their device, so it’s always instantly
accessible, even offline. Like the
videos, the interface is accessible with
taps and pinch zooms being all you
need to get around.
There is also a special topics
section, which is a selection of short
videos on a single topic by the same

batch of guests. The app offers an
impressive range of content, balancing
hard science with observational
humour, offering hours of thoughful
viewing. However, the gaps on the
periodic table screen hint at the
promise of future videos.
Cosmic Genome has a slightly
unconventional structure in that it
requires a subscription to receive the
new content each month, as well as
as the initial purchase. 0utside of
magazine apps this is rare, but just like
the speakers within the app, curiosity
might just get the better of you.
If you’re thirsty for knowledge and
discussion then this app is most
definitely for you.
iPad | iOS 5.1 | £5.99/$8.99 | v1.01

Pros/Cons
Content is unique
and different
Includes insight
into the minds
of some of our
best thinkers
The subscription
service will put
off some
Can get a bit heavy
on the theory

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

SHOWCASE
The key
aspects of
the Cosmic
Genome

0 1 PERIODIC TABLE

The centrepoint
of the app is this table
of speakers, from which
you can tap any of them
to watch their video and
hear their wonderings
about the universe.
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0 2 VIDEOS

Available with a
tap on any personality,
these can be made full
screen and deal with
every scientific topic
you can imagine or
comprehend.

0 3 TEXT

If watching the
videos isn’t an option at
a given moment, each of
the main profiles comes
with a full transcript of
everything discussed for
users to scroll through.

0 4 TOPICS

The ‘Special
Topics’ section is a
series of programmes
dedicated to specific
subjects. Similar to short
video lectures, they
remain engaging.

0 5 SUBJECTS

If you want to
find talks and videos on
specific subjects, there
is a helpful directory
section that should help
you find exactly what
you’re looking for.
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GO LAUNCHER PRIME

BELOW: You can set Go

Launcher as your
default device launcher

GIVE YOUR ANDROID DEVICE A FRESH LOOK AND FEEL WITH A NEW LAUNCHER
The default home screen with
Android, known as a launcher, is
good but you may want to give your
device a make over. With GO Launcher
Prime, you can do just that. You need to have GO
Launcher’s free launcher installed but the extra
cost ensures you get an ad-free experience,
ability to use two-finger gestures and some
extra transition animations.
The app promises that more features are on
the way but until they arrive, we can only judge
what we have before us. The themes of GO
Launcher make more of a difference than you
think and they put extra control of your device
at your fingertips. This is about having a bespoke
experience and being able to do what you want
with your device – although it doesn’t go the
whole hog. For example, you can’t edit the menu
screen or alter the positioning of some aspects.
It’s also rather odd to bring out this paid
update and then promise to launch new features
at a later date. For the money at the moment
the gestures, animations and the removal of ads
do not make it a deal sealer and you are better

ABOVE: Give your

device a new look

ABOVE: Animations

give a polished feel

off sticking with the free version until those
promised features come. That said, GO Launcher
is a slick and polished product and it does
enhance your device and its functionality.
If you want an alternative launcher you can
do a lot worse than GO Launcher, but we’d
suggest sticking with the free version for now.
Android | OS 2.2 | £3.88/$4.99 | v1.1

WARMLY - AN ALARM CLOCK
IT’S TIME TO WAKE UP… BUT SLOWLY

Most us find it hard to wake up in
the morning and the harsh reality of
a typical alarm clock can sometimes
get you off to a bad start. Warmly’s
aim is to wake you up in a way that is not a
sudden jolt, but is rather more gentle.
There are two main decisions to make: the
alarm time and the noise you wish it to make. You
are able to choose from a cat, a dog or even have
the sound of brewing coffee or breakfast being
cooked. There are also train, plane, religious and
sport noises available too.
As well as being able to tell the app whether
or not you want the alarm to begin every day,
you can also select a snooze option that defaults
at nine minutes. When the alarm goes off, it does
so gradually a few minutes beforehand with the
noise getting ever so slightly more loud so that
you do not wake up to a sudden beeping horror,
but instead are stirred into action with a far more
agreeable and soothing sound.
Sadly you cannot use your own sounds, but
the quality of those included are great. The app
also displays the temperature and gives a brief
weather report so that you can figure out exactly
what you are waking up to each day.
A well-presented and easy-to-use alarm that
ensures each day gets off to a good start.

BELOW: A weather
report lets you decide
whether it’s worth
getting up at all

BELOW: There are cats,
dogs, trains, planes, sport
and the wonderful sound
of coffee brewing

Android | OS 2.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.2.1
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WALKING WITH DINOSAURS:
INSIDE THEIR WORLD

A NEW APP ABOUT OLD
BEASTS PROVES A WINNER

With narration by Stephen Fry and
so many wonderful 3D animations,
this is the kind of app adults wished
they had as a child rather than the
sterile textbooks of old. It brings dinosaurs to life:
each screen oozing with information and visuals
that teach so much about each different beast. It
shows what they were like and how they lived in
the harsh land of prehuman Earth.
An improved version of its predecessor, this
app has enhanced graphics that take advantage
of the Retina screen and has updated facts since
science has developed. There are more than 60
animations in total with the features proving
to be the most fun. Here you get to see the
dinosaurs grabbing, chewing and discarding their
prey and read about the world they inhabited.
You can also hear them – the app says they are
original sounds, but obviously these will have
been the result of expert guidance, helping to
contextualise what you see on screen.
With 15 dinosaur hunters to read about and
lots of well-researched articles on prehistoric
life, this is an educational resource on a Jurassic

ABOVE: Access narration
and page-turning controls

ABOVE: Learn more about dinosaurs through detailed profiles
scale. While it doesn’t take long to read through
everything, there are so many facts to digest
that you will just have to keep going back. This
should be on every parent’s list for their children.

ABOVE: Share information
from the app with friends

Photo-realistic dinosaurs and lots of facts
combine to produce an educational app.
iPad | iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99 | v2.0.6

ART INTELLIGENCE: KEITH HARING
SEE HOW THE WORLD AFFECTED KEITH HARING AND HIS WORK

Akin to a coffee table art book, Art
Intelligence showcases the work
of artist Keith Haring, showing his
graffiti and paintings and highlighting
his political messages. Being able to bounce from
artwork to activism brings a nice dimension to his
work. You can see them in isolation, view them
in a timeline and read about what motivated
him to produce those pieces. By the end of it
you gain a greater appreciation of his art and an
understanding of the man himself.
While most people who buy this app will
undoubtedly have already heard of Mr Haring, the
people who will get most out of it are those who
come to him fresh. You get a wonderful glimpse
into his life: whether it be his MTV era, the New
York club scene or his sad death as a result of
AIDS. You can just look at the gallery or see the
various moments that defined and inspired him.
There are two other parts to the navigation.
‘Connections’ links the ideas so you can see
at a glance how they all fit together. The
‘Conversations’ area brings others into the picture
as well as allowing you to converse and find out
the impact his work has on others. This is where
an iPad app can go well beyond the traditional
coffee table art book and break boundaries
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LEFT: Explore
Haring’s art and
the various
moments that
inspired him

delivering far greater depth. Art Intelligence
shows how such work can be displayed to near
perfection and for the price, you’ll have yourself an
intellectual bargain. An essential for fans.

Get more out of art and learn about the
fascinating life and times of Keith Haring.
iPad | iOS 6.0 | £3.99/$5.99 | v1.3

DRAMA
CLONE EFFECT

FLOATING
NOTIFICATIONS
UNLOCK

It’s impossible to fault
the sheer ambition
of this app because it
can create effects that
otherwise require very sophisticated
and expensive equipment and
hardware. In our tests we were able
to create some good shots with
realistic clones, but also had trouble
some of the time with reliability.
It seems that not all devices are
supported and some features could
be easier to use. You need to work to
create decent results and for some it
could all be too much. Still, we have
to give it credit for what it can do.

Notifications normally
hide themselves in
Android and reside in
a background screen
after a period of time, but this app
is designed to let them float above
whatever you are doing at the
time. This could be useful if you are
waiting for something important
and for some it will be the perfect
solution. For others it could be too
intrusive and stop them focusing
on anything. It’s an innovative and
clever notifications solution.

An ambitious app which works
well most of the time, but it can
be troublesome.

For those who like their
notifications front and centre,
this is a dream app.

Android | OS 2.2 | £1.32/$1.99 | v2.0

Android | OS 3.0 | £1.27/$1.97 | v1.0

MOBILE
MAKEOVER

The beauty tips
included in this app are
well-researched and
naturally presented,
which should enable anyone
to mimic them accurately. The
instructions are superb and almost
too detailed for those wanting
to create a new look quickly, but
ultimately it is the just how thorough
this app is that makes it stand out. It
uses the recommendations of those
who know best and also includes a
handy mirror function. This is one of
the better beauty apps out there.

Professionally presented with
very thorough instructions to
help create new looks.
iPhone+ | iOS 3.0
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0.1

WAKE UP IN THE
MORNING

01 START BY TACK

When this alarm clock
goes off, it launches
selected apps so
that you have your news and
schedule readily available.
iPhone | iOS 5.0
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.2.1

02 WARMLY
Rather than a shocking siren

waking you up, come around
gently with familiar sounds
like falling rain or brewing coffee.

SUNSET NIGHT FILTER

Staring at any backlit
screen for too long will
cause eye strain at some
point and there are few
ways to avoid this – but this app sets
out to alleviate the problem. It dims
the colours on the screen to the
point where they are much easier
to cope with in dark conditions, or
when you need to keep the screen
brightness low. Different colours are
included, enabling you to choose
which suits you best and there really
is nothing wrong with this solution
at all. It could completely transform
the way you use your device.
The perfect solution
for those wanting to
lessen eye strain.
Android | OS 2.2 | £0.65/$0.97 | v1.24

UFO FILES UK

You may have to be a
believer to fully enjoy
the content in UFO
Files UK, but if you are
there is a lot of useful data included.
Almost 5,000 sightings are recorded
and they are presented using maps,
drawings and genuine artefacts to
add evidence to each occurrence. It
is perfectly designed for the subject
matter and this makes it easy to
understand and gain knowledge
from quickly. It’s so good that anyone
is likely to gain some enjoyment
from the content here and it could
be enough to spur your interest. A
clever and unique app.

A huge amount of detailed
information that is genuinely
quite interesting to read.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.1
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.01

WRITE TO READ

When you first look at
this app, you would be
forgiven for thinking
that it is not well
presented, but for children it is the
perfect environment to learn in.
They get to create their own books
based on any subject they like, which
automatically helps them to read
and write without even realising
that they are learning. The options
are numerous and the output
realistically portrays what the child
has created, which makes it fun
for parents as well. It is innovative,
encouraging and could make all the
difference to your child’s perspective
on reading and writing.
A very clever solution
which makes learning
to read and write fun.
iPad | iOS 4.3 | £4.99/$6.99 | v1.0.5

Android | OS 2.3
| £1.49/$1.99 | v1.2.1

03 SMART
ALARM
CLOCK
This app tracks your sleep

cycles and only wakes you
once you’re well rested.

iPhone | iOS 5.0
| £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0

04 WAVE
ALARM
Forget buttons, just hover

your hand over your phone
to silence this alarm.

iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v2.1
Android | OS 2.3 | Free | v2.0

05 NIGHTSTAND
CENTRAL
View weather and more in
this bedtime hub.

iPad+ | iOS 4.3
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.3.1
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FEARLESS PUBLIC
SPEAKING APPS
FIND YOUR VOICE IN FRONT OF A WAITING CROWD
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WEDDING SPEECHES
FOR THE
GROOM
There is probably no situation where you
would be more afraid of messing up a
speech than at a wedding: you wouldn’t
want to spoil the big day by saying the wrong thing
or forgetting your words. If you are the main man,
this eBook should ease your mind with its tips on
what makes a quality groom’s speech and why.
It gives advice on content (such as who to lavish
praise on) and tone (whether to go for humorous
or contemplative). There are also examples that
could inspire and guide any husband-to-be who is
searching for the right words.
The advice is brief but it could be enough to
ensure married life starts off well.

PROMPTEROUS
When we get nervous during public
speaking we inevitably forget what
we planned to say. The fear of that is
probably what causes our anxiety in the first
place. This teleprompter app could help you break
that vicious circle by displaying a scrolling copy of
your words on your mobile device. You can write
what you want to say directly in the app or import
documents from Google Docs or Dropbox. Format
conversion could benefit from some improvements
but once your speech is loaded, you can adjust the
font style and size and make it run slower or faster
according to your reading speed.
A nice-looking, helpful tool that is let down
by problems with cloud service integration.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

This app is one of many that suggest you
can overcome the fear of public speaking
through a mild form of hypnosis. The
calming Scottish accent of Andrew Johnson guides
you into a state of relaxed meditation through four
stages: Introduction, Induction, Public Speaking
and Public Speaking – Wake. The actual amount of
advice the app includes on how to speak in public
is limited because the intent is to help you gain
confidence and progress from there. Johnson gives
some useful basic advice that could be beneficial,
however, even if you’re not entirely convinced with
the value of the meditation approach.
The technique might not work for everyone
but listening to the advice will be relaxing.

iPhone | iOS 3.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0

iPad | iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99 | v2.0.5

iPhone | iOS 3.0 | £1.99/$2.99 | v6.1

Android | OS 1.6 | £0.85/$1.37 | v1.0

Android | OS 2.1 | £0.62/$0.99 | v1.0

Android | Varies | £1.89/$1.99 | Varies

SELF-CONFIDENCE MANUAL

Our aversion to public speaking largely
stems from our fear of failing in front of
people. This eBook has a whole chapter
on that subject. It discusses how that fear can
be unhelpful if it hinders our functioning in social
situations such as when we have to speak in public.
The content doesn’t include directions on how to
deal with this fear in a public speaking context.
Even so, its advice on improving self-confidence
in general and the section about developing more
confident interactions with people have some
helpful insights that could be beneficial.
There are no pictures but the short chapters
are sensible and informative.

ECHOHACKS SPEECH TRAINER

You’ll want to sound clear and sharp at
any event where you have to speak.
Even if you rehearse though, it won’t
be easy to tell if your voice has those qualities
because you‘ll be busy trying to remember the
words instead of listening to them. This basic app
can help. To use it you connect a headset with a
microphone and say something. The app stores
your words in memory and plays them back after a
four-second delay. The title is misleading, however,
because there is no training. Moreover, you can
only record sections up to 30 seconds long.
A helpful tool for speech preparation,
especially if you are someone who mumbles.

CONFIDENT PUBLIC SPEAKING NOW

Like the apps Public Speaking and
Confident Public Speaking, this
promotes meditation as a tool to help
people overcome their fear. It is presented by
hypnotherapist and personal development
consultant David Ridgeway and is divided into four
audio chapters. The first is a brief and reassuring
general introduction to this common fear. It is
followed by two longer sections – each running at
around 15 minutes – that cover hypnotic induction
and overcoming anxiety using techniques that
build up your confidence. Well worth looking into.
If the meditation approach appeals to you,
this app is one of the best of its kind.

iPhone | iOS 3.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.0.5

iPad | iOS 4.2 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0

Android | OS 2.2 | £1.44/$1.94 | v1.0.5

Android | OS 2.2 | £1.44/$1.94 | v1.0.5

Android | OS 1.6 | £2.39/$2.99 | v1.0

CONFIDENT PUBLIC SPEAKING

This is another hypnotherapy app that
consists of a series of audio presentations
designed to put you in a relaxed state
and get you focusing on positive experiences or
qualities to boost your confidence. Where it differs
from some of the similar apps reviewed here is in
the wider range of material it includes. There are
three audio presentations specifically on the topic
of public speaking but also several bonus sessions
dealing with more general feelings and attitudes
towards fear and anxiety. In addition, it includes a
selection of short video interviews with presenter
Darren Marks in which he discusses the various
different aspects of hypnotism.
A more costly hypnotherapy app but you are
paying extra for more content.

DEVELOP YOUR SELF-CONFIDENCE

This hypnotherapy app is not specifically
aimed at helping would-be presenters
put on a good show. However, it does
focus on self-confidence and fear of being around
other people, which could be of great value to
anyone who has to stand up in front of several
people and talk for any length of time. Included
in the app are two calmly-spoken audio sessions,
each about totalling approximately 30 minutes,
which are intended to put you in a relaxed state of
body and mind. As a bonus, the app also includes
two of presenter Glenn Harrold’s eBooks covering
self-hypnosis and self-esteem, as well as links to
connect with Glenn on Twitter and Facebook.
Self-confidence is key to a successful speech
and this app should help you with that.

PROMPSTER

This teleprompter app won’t help you
overcome a fear of being the centre of
attention at speaking events. What it
might do, though, is boost your confidence by
allowing you to talk about your subject without
forgetting your words. Like Prompterous, it
displays a rolling presentation of your script. You
can either write that directly in the app or import
it as a text file from iTunes or Dropbox. The higher
price of the iOS version is due to the inclusion of
additional features like audio and video recording
and playback. Also, the Android app is only
optimised for some resolutions.
Great functionality as well as being userfriendly. Plus, the paid version doesn’t have
the free edition’s annoying ads.

iPad | iOS 3.2.1 | £2.99/$4.99 | v2.0

iPad | iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99 | v2.2

iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | £6.99/$9.99 | v2.1

Android | OS 2.2 | £2.99/$4.99 | v1.8

Android | OS 2.1 | £2.99/$4.79 | v1.0

Android 2.1 | £1.27/$1.99 | v1.0

www.knowyourapps.com

67

WORK | REVIEW
RIGHT: The usual sharing options are easily
accessible through the app

ABOVE: You can write a
note or snap an image…

ABOVE: …or choose from
your Camera Roll

ABOVE: Notes are displayed beautifully in
neat round dots that are easily moved

CONNECTING DOTS

CONNECT YOUR THOUGHTS WITH A DOTTY NOTE-TAKING APP
PROS/CONS

A unique design
that works well
It brings a fluid
dimension to
note-taking
You can’t cull
content from
the web
It is perhaps too
simplistic for
some users

Note-taking apps can take
many forms. They can serve
as a way of simply jotting
down random thoughts or
can be used as a way to bring together
lots of different media from across the
internet and physical world. Connecting
Dots allows you to formulate your
thoughts and then reposition them so
that certain notes can be placed next to
others – all in the hope that an entirely
different idea springs to mind.
That’s the concept anyway. What you
indeed get is the ability to create a series
of dots, each one containing your note.

DOWNLOAD
NOW!
RIGHT: Your dots can
also be attached
and sent via
email to any of
your friends
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This can be a straightforward text file,
and you have a full screen to play with
so there is a lot of space for you to jot
down whatever you need. It can also be
a photograph – either from your Camera
Roll or you can snap a brand-new picture.
This offers some degree of flexibility.
In any case, the way you deal with each
dot is the same. Hold down your finger
on the screen to create and open a dot.
You are asked for the type of note you
wish to make, be it a photo, image from
the camera or a text note – having made
your choice, you are finished!
If you use a photo, the image will
display within the dot. If you type out
a note, it will use the first few words
of your text. These dots can be moved
around with ease, lending the notes a
sense of fluidity. Additionally, you can
move a note to the right of the screen
where you can combine other dots with
it. This creates a small partition and
allows you to group any dots of a similar
theme together, combining photos and
text in the same folder.
The whole app relies on sweeping
gestures. Drag the screen up and you
have two options. One of them brings up

your social options, allowing you to send
a tweet or post to Facebook or Tumblr.
Another lets you send the content of one
of your dots via email. You can duplicate
dots and also delete them by holding
down and flicking them off to the left of
the screen where, after a pop-up visual
prompt appears to confirm whether
or not you want to go ahead, they are
forever banished from your screen.
Everything is quite simple once you
get the hang of it – although having to
swipe the screen right to close a folder
of dots is a little annoying when all you
want to do is just tap on another dot in
the main screen. That, however, is only a
small gripe. A bigger one is the fact that,
underneath the beautiful interface and
intuitive way of working, it feels as if this
is all rather too simple.
Having used note-taking powerhouse
apps such as Evernote and seeing the
flexibility it offers, the features of
Connecting Dots seem quite spartan.
Even with the nice way it neatly
organises your thoughts, it still feels
as if something is lacking. It completely
depends on how you want your notetaking to work. This is not an app that

“CERTAIN NOTES CAN BE PLACED NEXT TO OTHERS,
IN THE HOPE THAT A NEW IDEA SPRINGS TO MIND”

REVIEW | WORK

HOW TO…
Create a note
in Connecting Dots
01 CREATE
Simply hold your finger
down in a free space,
pressing on the screen.
You will see that a dot
will slowly begin to
emerge. This is going
to be your new note’s
place marker.

02 FORMAT
You can choose
whether you’d like
to take a fresh photo
from your camera or
else use an already
existing image from
your Camera Roll. You
can also use text.

03 WRITE
Compose your note in
your chosen format. If
you are writing, simply
type out your note
and, when you have
finished, tap the tick in
the left-hand corner of
the screen to proceed.

04 MOVE

ABOVE: Group similar notes together in a side partition for convenience
likes to keep all of the various bits and
pieces of a note stored nicely on the one
page, and there is a little bit of jumping
across from note to note.
Still, the unique design does have an
appeal, even though there is no way of
knowing whether or not it will really suit
you until you pay a rather steep sum. A
free version would be good since there
are some who will believe it to be style
over function in places.
But a lot of the time, simplicity is
what you need. The app displays images
beautifully and you can zoom in and out
at will. You need to be a bit clever with
the wordings that you start your note

with if you want things to look a little
tidier but the dot concept does work,
there’s no doubt about that. Everything
feels polished, as if the developer has
worked hard to get it bug-free and
working correctly. For that, it is to be
commended – but it’s an app that is very
much one of personal taste, so you may
have to think carefully before deciding to
shell out your hard-earned cash.
An elegant app that looks great and
works well, but we’re not sure if it has
enough features on offer to take on
the competition.

Swiping the screen
across to the right
means you are able to
move your note into
the new space. This
allows you to combine
notes according to
your preference.

05 GROUP
You are also able to
bring all of your little
dots together so
that they are neatly
grouped with notes of
a similar theme – and
located away from
your other dots.

iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | £4.99/$6.99 | v1.1

ALTERNATIVELY…

Five other
apps for
note-taking

01 SKETCHES 2

Jot down your ideas
in a pictorial form and
bring them to life before
keeping them safely
stored away.
iPhone+ | iOS 6.0
| £1.99/$2.99 | v2.9

02 EVERNOTE

The grandfather of
note-taking, Evernote is
favoured by many.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0
| Free | v5.3.2
Android | OS 1.6
| Free | v5.1.3

03 STICKY NOTES PRO

Millions of
users love the various
checklists, alarms and
visual styles that are
offered by this app.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 |
£0.69/$0.99 | v4.0.8.1

04 PAPER BY FIFTY THREE 05 SPRINGPAD
Paper is all about
being visual: make
sketches, drawings and
illustrations as opposed
to writing out ideas.
iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | Free
| v1.3.3

Combines items
from photos to projects
and synchronises them.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| Free | v4.0.5
Android | Varies
| Free | Varies
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ABOVE: Profile cards can have many
fields – you can choose the type

ABOVE: Connections can be taken from ABOVE: There are various options for
your Contacts via social media
organising your contacts

CRUMBTRAIL

ABOVE: The contacts card is easy to fill in –
you can also add photographs

CONTEXTUALISE YOUR CONTACTS AND REMEMBER WHEN YOU MET THEM

The Contacts app that
comes with iOS is good but
it could be improved upon
– which explains why there
are a number of alternatives floating
around the App Store. CrumbTrail is
one of them, offering something rather
unique: the ability to pinpoint why
they are one of your contacts in the
first place. As we add people, we often
forget how and when we met them
or just who they are. This app aims to
never let you ponder this again.
The interface isn’t exactly the
most straightforward, but there are
a number of helpful bubbles that pop
up to help you grasp it quickly. You do
have to play around with the app in
order to figure out what it is that you
are supposed to be doing and what
the app is really capable of.

In general, it lets you add the month
and year you met someone, where
you met and their address. You can
add tags and group contacts so that
related people are neatly packaged
together. It is also possible to quickly
share your contacts with other people.
Where this comes into its own is
being able to make it easier for others
to modify details on your device. If
you have friends who own CrumbTrail,
they are able to alter their own
contact details and then have them
automatically update in your Contacts.
Imagine how easy this would make it
if you changed your phone number or
your address – no more guesswork or
wrong numbers. Still, for this to work
effectively, all of your friends and
family have to download the app and
use it.

The app runs on iPhone 5 handsets
but has been optimised for the smaller
screen of previous models – this is a
real shame given the time the larger
screens have been around. You are
also prompted to sign in via Facebook,
with the traditional email sign up less
prominent. Some may wonder why you
should be signing up at all, but it does
help in terms of backing contacts up.
There is a Discover area which may
or may not be your cup of tea. While
you can see which friends are nearby,
you can also see other CrumbTrail
users. Public profiles are possible but
not everyone will want this.
A promising and innovative
contacts app that goes well beyond
the built-in offering.

DOWNLOAD
NOW!
Pros/Cons
Having auto
updates of your
contacts is great
You can put
your contacts
into context
The screen is
tailored for preiPhone 5
It can be fiddly to
get to grips with

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | Free | v1.0

HOW TO…

Add a contact
on Crumbtrail

01 BEGIN

Tap the + button in
the top left-hand corner
of the screen to begin
adding a new contact.
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02 NAME

Type in the name
of the person you want
to include. You can add a
photograph too.

03 GROUPS

Tap the button for
groups to create a new
category name (eg work,
family or friends).

04 CUSTOMISE

There are various
fields to fill out with
different details. You
can even add you own!

05 USE LOCATION

The app uses your
current location and asks
if you want to verify it as
a meeting place.

REVIEW | WORK

FENCES

SET PROFILES AND ENSURE BESPOKE WORKING FROM ANDROID

ABOVE: Make changes via the sliders or drop menus

Being able to set up profiles is
a massive strength afforded to
Android users and with Fences you
can create new profiles that suit
all manner of different scenarios. With a set of
profiles in place, you are able to quickly and easily
get to a state of your choice – be it when you are
at work, home or play.
The main screen looks like the Settings menu,
albeit more wide-open and general including
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and GPS as well as display and
sound functions. Simply click ‘add profile’ and
then decide on what you want each one to
contain using the options beside each entry.
You may want, for example, Wi-Fi to be turned
on at home or for the screen brightness to be set
to maximum during the evening. It is a matter of
playing around with the app to get simple profiles
set up without lots of the barriers that some of
the competition can put in your way with their
sheer difficulty in use.
Some users have reported it crashing,
however, so do be wary of that and take
advantage of the 15-minute refund window if
you find this to be the case. We found that on
our devices there were no issues and everything
– including the ability of the mobile signal and

WEEK CALENDAR

ABOVE: There are

ABOVE: The app enables
different map types to you to be very specific,
choose from, depending right down to setting up
time conditions
on your preference

Wi-Fi to pinpoint our location whenever GPS
didn’t seem to function – worked as it should
have done. If customisation is a priority for you,
this could be an essential download.
A versatile and intuitive app that makes your
Android device work for you no matter where
you are or what you may be doing.
Android | OS 4.0.3 | £0.99/$1.49 | v1.0.1

RIGHT: Different
calendars can have
different colours
assigned to them

A POWERFUL CALENDAR THAT MAKES ADDING EVENTS EASY

Having achieved rave reviews on
iOS, Week Calendar finally comes to
Android and little has changed. It is
still a brilliant way of organising your
days and weeks with a host of options, many of
which use on-screen gestures to make life easier.
For example, events can be relocated by
dragging and dropping and you can also use
group templates. By moving events around,
they are quickly repositioned – but the app
goes further and also allows for auto-repeats,
so if you have regular tasks, they can be set as
reminders on whatever basis you want.
One thing the Android app has over the iOS
version is widgets – this means you can access
the calendar with far greater speed, but much
of the rest is the same. As well as weekly views
there are overviews by day, week, month and
year. You can perform batch operations and
customise your week numbers if they don’t tally
with traditional calendars, which is particularly
useful for tax or academic years. Using the app is
very easy and only requires a few taps before an
event has been created and added.
Additionally, different colours can be assigned
to different events and you can also add emojis

ABOVE: The uncluttered
calendar view lets you
see your upcoming
events at a glance

ABOVE: Events can be

repeated daily, weekly,
fortnightly, monthly or
even yearly

for extra personalisation if you like. Having
calendars with different colours is also a great bit
of thinking, allowing you to glance at the relevant
set of events in the blink of an eye and quickly
gauge what your plans are.

The linking of contacts to events and ability to
hide weekends make the wait worthwhile.
iPhone+ | iOS 6.0 | £1.49/$0.99 | v.5.2
Android | OS 2.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.2.2
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GET OUT OF
TROUBLE

01 FAKE-A-CALL

Fake an incoming
phone call to get out of
an awkward situation!

iPhone | iOS 4.0
| £0.69/$0.99| v5.0.6
Android | OS 2.0
| £0.62/$0.99 | v3.00

02 FAKE
SMS
Need a way out but don’t

ACT LATER
~ SMART
REMINDERS

ALTAMAIL

HIGHLIGHTER

Scheduling reminders
and dealing with them
directly through the
Notification Center
makes a lot of sense and would
add some efficiency and extra
functionality to anyone’s iPhone.
Unfortunately here we have an app
that crashed quite often in our tests
and is presented in a manner that
offers little comfort – but the idea
has a huge amount of potential for
those who need to work quickly and
keep their reminders on schedule.

AltaMail offers many
features that could
prove vital to those who
like to communicate
personally and professionally when
travelling. The attachment support is
excellent – as is the ability to quickly
action emails in a variety of ways
using gestures. Notifications can be
personalised, and the list of features
goes on. Only the presentation
offers a minor cause for concern
when dealing with emails that are
unusually formatted – and it has a
non-mobile feel about it. Overall,
however, those who have specific
needs for email communication will
likely find it very useful.

HighLighter could be
seen as a specialist app,
only needed by those
who have a specific
reason to highlight particular areas
of the Android interface. It is indeed
specialised, but could in theory be
used to highlight documents that
you can then take screenshots of,
opening up a range of uses when
put in the right hands. The process
to highlight is very simple so there
is virtually no learning curve at all,
and the output comes out exactly as
you would want it to. The range of
highlighting colours also helps bring
more variety and functionality to the
app – a nice little addition.

The idea is good, but the
presentation and stability are way
below expectations.

A serious email solution with many
professional features as well as
a few interface quirks.

Only be few people will need this
annotation solution, but for those
who do it’s brilliantly executed.

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.2.2

iPhone+ | iOS 3.1 | £2.99/$4.99 | v5.0

Android | OS 2.3 | £0.76/$1.16 | v1.5

have the acting chops to
fake a phone conversation?
Then this is the app for you.
iPhone | iOS 4.2
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.1

03 SPLASHTOP
REMOTE
DESKTOP
Forgotten a document? No
worries, access your
desktop with your iPhone.

iPhone | iOS 3.2
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.7.5.6
Android | OS 2.2
| £3.13/$4.99 | v1.6.6.4

04 DAVE
THE I.T. GUY
Blame a mistake on a

computing error with these
techno-jargon excuses.

iPhone | iOS 4.0 | Free | v1.0

05 THE
TRAINLINE
On your way to work and
train is delayed? Find
alternate routes and get
tickets fast with this app.
iPhone | iOS 5.1
| Free | v 2.1.4
Android | Varies
| Free| v1.60.00

MAILS PRO

For those who need
access to various email
accounts, this app
offers many potential
advantages. You can get all of
your emails in one place within an
environment that is sparse yet clean
enough. In our tests we had some
problems receiving every email in
real-time and there are aspects of
the app interface that take some
getting used to. Additionally, the
interface, despite being simple, could
perhaps be made more professional
as there are areas that would
benefit from a little tidying up. We
would class this as a competent
emailer, just in need of a few tweaks.
May be useful for serious
emailers, but doesn’t offer many
advantages over default solutions.
Android | OS 2.2 | £1.92/$2.92 | v1.4
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VESPER

Vesper has been
created by some wellknown names in the
Apple industry and as
such we end up with a notes app
that is possibly the best looking
out of all of them. The text and
simple environment work together
perfectly and the ability to add
an image to each note is a bonus
– but there is an elephant in the
room here, and that is the lack of
connectivity to any other service.
You are unable to use iCloud,
Dropbox or any service to sync your
notes and so they remain stuck on
the iPhone. A bit of a shame.

Looks beautiful and feels
fantastic, but is in serious need of
some synchronisation features.
iPhone | iOS 6.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.001

WYMFO

When you have
connected Wymfo to
your cloud services and
added the contacts
you deal with the most often, you
may be left scratching your head
as to why no one has thought of
this before. This app allows you to
share content held in any of your
cloud services with anyone by simply
dragging and dropping files. There
are no emails and no messing about
– just the ability to share content in
the easiest way possible. This has
the potential to kick off a variety
of copycat services because it is so
good and so incredibly simple.
A simple yet stunning
cloud sharing solution
that works on every
single level.
iPad | iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.1
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THE BEST
SUPERHERO
GAMES

TAP, SWIPE, POW! THESE COMIC BOOK GAMES PACK A PUNCH

PAJAMA SAM: NO NEED TO HIDE
CAPTAIN AMERICA:
Comic book characters can be excellent
SENTINEL
OF LIBERTY
This is not Gameloft’s most impressive spin‘edutainment’ tools and this app is a
off – but it is probably the easiest to master.
Most of your time is spent overcoming
obstacles by running, jumping, sliding, climbing and,
of course, fighting. You get points for collecting
objects and beating opponents, whom you can stun
by throwing Cap’s shield. The animation is decent
and the 3D environments are reasonably detailed
but fans of console games might wish the latter
could be more fully explored.
The moves are easily learned, but more
experienced gamers might find the limited
gameplay a bit frustrating.

great example. Pajama Sam is a small
boy who decides to get over his fear of the dark
by pretending to be his favourite superhero. The
gameplay constitutes a hidden object adventure
where you have to find the things Sam needs to
progress. Each scene is illustrated with impressive
graphics and the puzzles are not too challenging
for young minds. These qualities coupled with the
entertaining story should keep children happy.
Impressive on every level and
you can also try a free lite version
before you commit to buying.

X-MEN
If you prefer simple old school arcade
games to modern HD punchfests, this
easy-to-play adaptation of the X-Men
cartoon series should be right up your street.
You start as Cyclops and can play a solo game
or stir up some local multiplayer rivalry. Guide
your character through a two-dimensional 8-bit
landscape. Along the way you have to use mutant
powers to dispatch bad guys that spring upon you in
increasing numbers. Additional characters, such as
Wolverine and Night Crawler, can be unlocked as you
accumulate points. Great nostalgic fun.
A refreshing change from the graphics-intensive
heavy hitters that are commonplace in this genre.

iPad | iOS 4.2 | £1.99/$2.99 | v1.0.4

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99 | v1.0.0

iPhone+ | iOS 3.2 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0.3

Android | OS 2.1 | £0.62/$0.99 | v1.0.2

Android | OS 2.3 | £3.11/$4.99 | v1.0.3

Android | OS 2.1 | £0.61/$0.99 | v1.1
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THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN

AVENGERS INITIATIVE

The Amazing Spider-Man movie was
a pleasant surprise and this mobile
game adaptation is impressive too. The
3D environment representing New York City is
stunningly extensive and it is fun to just walk around
the streets and see how far they go without even
getting into the game itself. The gameplay relies
heavily on tapping and swiping to dodge and punch
but there is the added element of web slinging.
Although the app draws on the movie for its plot,
so there are inevitable limitations imposed by the
medium and format.
If you like superheroes who come out
fighting, you won’t top this game.

The title of this game is a bit misleading
since it actually only allows you to play as
Hulk or – once you’ve unlocked him – Captain
America. It starts with Hulk on a mission to round up
supervillains, which involves lots of swipe-induced
smashing. The 3D environments are atmospheric
and the animation is generally smooth on an iPad
but the game doesn’t run as reliably on some
Android devices. Moreover, you might find it dull
once you get past the novelty of dodging attacks
and pulverising your enemies. The graphics are great
but the gameplay is somewhat.
Excellent graphics don’t make up for the fact
that most of the team is missing.

BATMAN: ARKHAM
CITY LOCKDOWN
Thanks to its grungy atmosphere, awesome
graphics, challenging gameplay and cool
extras, this Dark Knight game is still among
the best apps of its kind even though it dates from
2011. It’s a spin-off from the Batman: Arkham City
game for consoles and PCs and your objective is to
hunt down Gotham’s villains. It relies a lot on handto-hand fighting but there are some nice touches.
Extras include wallpapers and comic books, plus
you can unlock customisations for Batman’s gadgets
and armour.
Never mind The Avengers; assemble
around this great game.

iPhone | iOS 4.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.5

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.05

iPhone+ | iOS 4.0 | £4.99/$6.99 | v1.0.3

Android | Varies | £4.99/$6.99 | Varies

Android | OS 4.0 | £1.29/$1.99 | v1.0.4

Android | Varies | £4.01/$5.99 | Varies
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RIGHT: The environments

look great and feel
interactive – each one has
several destructible parts

ABOVE: Your base is like an ant farm
with a grid of rooms – you can
expand as you earn more money

XCOM: ENEMY UNKNOWN
THE FAN FAVOURITE MAKES ITS WAY ON TO THE iPAD
PROS/CONS

Tense and
atmospheric, even
on a small screen
Well-designed
maps and
nicely balanced
gameplay
It’s expensive
and chews
through battery
Controls are a bit
awkward in places

When it comes to tactical
combat, XCOM has been a
big name for a long time; the
original title was released
in 1994 and was hugely popular. The
new title was first released on the Xbox
360 and PS3 last year and has now
made its way on to the iPad. While you
might expect this version to offer a
stripped back or limited experience, 2K
Games have actually done an amazing
job of bringing an almost unaltered
version to the touchscreen tablet. There
are, admittedly, a few compromises
– textures are less detailed, and the
character animations are lacking in

places – but the overall experience is
impressively close to the original, and the
game still looks great for an iPad app.
The game places you in control of
the XCOM project, tasked with fighting
off aliens that are invading the planet.
The story isn’t the most compelling, but
thankfully the gameplay is more than
enough to keep you interested.
The combat is turn-based and
incredibly tactical – and there’s a fairly
steep learning curve for newcomers. You
direct soldiers around the battlefield,
which is formed of squares. Each turn a
soldier has two moves; you can choose
to move and then complete another

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

ABOVE: Get cover behind sections of the environment if you want your soldiers to survive
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action like fire, or dash for a longer
distance. Gaining the optimum position
on the battlefield is vital, so working out
the best option on each turn is highly
important and extremely rewarding. The
cover system is equally as important –
objects on the battlefield offer either
half cover or full cover, and choosing your
position is a big part of each fight.
The game controls work brilliantly on
the touchscreen, although things aren’t
entirely perfect. Moving characters
across the screen is a simple case of
tapping or dragging, and there is rarely
a frustrating moment. However, we
did find it awkward when moving the
camera between levels in the map,
which involves swiping two fingers up
and down the screen, and rotating the
camera, which involves a twist of two
fingers. Once we got used to these, they
were not a problem – but initially they
stood out against the otherwise simple
and intuitive controls.
For each encounter you’ll pick from a
pool of your soldiers; each one will level
up as you use them, gaining new skills
and weapons. In order to give them the
best chance of survival, they’ll need the
best weapons, armour and items. These
can all be gained through research and
manufacturing, and this part of the game
is just as important as the combat itself.
Between firefights, you’ll be
transported back to your XCOM bunker
base. It’s divided into several sections;
research, engineering, barracks, hangar
and situation room. In each one you can

REVIEW | GAMES

SHOWCASE

Five strategies to fight
off space invaders
01 GETTING COVER
Cover is essential
to survive – get
your team
behind full
cover wherever
possible to give
them the best
protection.

02 FLANKING
On your turn, do
your best to get
round the sides
of the enemy
aliens and fire
when they’re
completely
exposed.

ABOVE: Levelling up your soldiers is vital, but losing a powerful one can be a big blow

03 BUILD A BASE
Expand your
underground
base as the
game continues,
allowing you to
gain resources
and conduct
deeper research.

ABOVE: Researching and building new technology is just as important as heading into battle
set your teams to work on different
tasks. A big part of the game involves
managing your resources; time and
money are both extremely tight, so
deciding what you should spend and
where is absolutely vital.
The best part of XCOM: Enemy
Unknown is that it gets the balance just
about right. You’ll never feel completely
overwhelmed, and while there is a
constant challenge, discovering new
research or building a new weapon will
give you regular boosts.
The biggest downside is the strain
the game puts on your device; the
download clocks in at almost 2GB, and it

killed almost 20 per cent of the iPad 4’s
battery after only a couple of missions. It
is pretty expensive for an iOS title too.
Despite this, we had great fun with
XCOM, and were really impressed with
how well the high-flying console title
transferred to the touchscreen. For fans
of tactical titles it’s an absolute must, but
you may want to seriously consider how
well your device will run the game before
you commit to buying it.
A solid strategy title makes its way
to iPad, with brilliant tactical play and
impressive controls and graphics.

04 ORGANISE
YOUR TEAM
Before battle
you’ll need to
choose a team –
you need a good
mix of skills
and depth in
soldiers.

05 MANAGEYOUR
RESOURCES
Balancing your
resources between
battles can be
extremely difficult,
so make sure you
spend your time and
earnings wisely.

iPad+ | iOS 5.0 | £13.99/$19.99 | v1.0.0

ALTERNATIVELY…

Five other
great tactical
games for
you to try

01 STAR COMMAND

Explore space and
fight off alien threats in
this brilliantly addictive
tactical action hit. Well
worth downloading.
iPad+ | iOS 4.3 |
£1.99/$2.99 | v1.0.2

02 STARFRONT:
COLLISION HD

An action-packed RTS
that rewards careful
planning, powered-up
troops and research.
iPad | iOS 3.2
| £4.99/$6.99 | v1.0.0

RUSH
03 KINGDOM
FRONTIERS HD

Tower defence all about
levelling up and fighting.
iPad | iOS 4.3
| £1.99/$4.99 | v1.1
Android | OS 4.0
| £1.30/$1.99 | v1.9.4

& CONQUER
04 COMMAND
RED ALERT
05 ANOMALY: KOREA
The classic title makes
its way to iOS, with all
the tactical gameplay
you would expect.
iPhone | iOS 3.0
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.7.0

An alien invasion
of earth puts you on the
front line. Great fun.
iPad+ | iOS 4.3 |
£2.49/$3.99 | v1.02
Android | OS 2.2 |
£2.99/$3.69 | v1.01
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ABOVE: Choose your character’s gender, customise
their outfit, and decide if they are good or evil

ABOVE: With many worlds to explore, the visuals
are amazing and very much of a console quality

STAR WARS:

KNIGHTS OF THE
OLD REPUBLIC

GAMERS WILL SEE THE LIGHT WITH THIS 10TH ANNIVERSARY GAME
Ten years isn’t a long time
when you are dealing
with galaxies but it is
long enough for us mere
humans to get a pang of nostalgia.
This is a port of a ten-year-old game
that was an incredible success on the
Xbox and PC back in 2003. To mark the
anniversary of the classic game, it has
been released on the iPad.
It’s amazing to see how well it
comes across. The Xbox was a very
powerful machine in its day and to
see the amazing visuals on offer here
with console gameplay that hasn’t
dated just goes to show the immense
capabilities of today’s technology.

As a Star Wars game, you get to see
the inevitable opening sequence but
it is the game itself that is the true
star, not the peripheral bits around
it. Although you can’t run this on the
iPad 1, the later iPads are more than
up to the job as long as you have the
storage space. Your reward is an RPG
packed with lightsaber battles spread
over eight enormous worlds, with a
host of characters to interact with.
All of this is set 4,000 years before
Anakin Skywalker’s arrival so don’t
expect many familiar here – not
that it makes a difference. The pace
of the game and the plot with its
engaging narrative keeps the whole

thing moving along. In addition to
mastering the Force, you choose how
your character develops by selecting
how they respond to questions. These
actions determines whether your
character will remain loyal to the Jedi
or become a villainous Sith Lord.
Controls can be fiddly at times and
they take a bit of getting used to, but
you soon adjust. For the price, you are
getting an incredible bargain with a
great amount of longevity.
An undoubted classic
that will never go to the
dark side of your iPad.
iPad | iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99 | v1.0

Pros/Cons
A faithful port that
seems to have
dated very little
The plot is
immersive with
amazing action
Controls can be a
bit of a burden
Storage space may
be an issue at 2GB

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

ALTERNATIVELY…

Other Star
Wars apps
and games
BIRDS STARS
01 ANGRY
WARS HD

It’s yet another iteration
of the Angry Birds
franchise but this time
with a Star Wars flavour.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 |
Free | v1.3.0
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02 LEGO STAR WARS

There are eight
levels to battle and build
your way through here.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 |
Free | v1.1
Android | OS 4.0 |
Free | v1.1

WARS
03 STAR
WALLPAPERS

More than 100
wallpapers for Android
that help showcase the
best of Star Wars.
Android | OS 2.1 |
Free | v1.0

STAR WARS
04STAR WARS PIT DROIDS 05 LEGO
FUNZONE
With 95 levels
and a load of wonderful
graphics, this is a simple
and addictive game with
plenty of puzzles.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.0 |
£1.49/$1.99 | v1.3.2

Lets you create and
share some amazing
creations and watch
loads of videos.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 |
Free | v1.3

REVIEW | GAMES

ABOVE: There is violence and some
swearing in this game so be wary of
allowing children to play

ABOVE: Cars can be steered by tilting
your device left and right – although
this can be turned off

ABOVE: The opening scenario sees you win a fight that you really shouldn’t have won

GANGSTAR VEGAS
A HUGE CONSOLE-STYLE GAME IN THE CITY OF SIN
Mobile developer Gameloft
has long had a reputation
for producing quality
games. Cue Gangstar
Vegas, the latest in the Gangstar
series, the mafia don of smartphone
street crime games.
Taking many of its influences from
the violence-laden callous cityscapes
similar to that of Grand Theft Auto,
here you get to steal cars and drive
them, engage in a shoot out or beat up
random people up. It’s a seedy world
made even worse by being set in Las

Vegas where the boundaries are lifted
and the action – as unoriginal as it may
be – is left to flourish.
Being based on GTA and the likes of
Saints Row is no bad thing, however,
since these are games that have
captured the imagination of gamers
for years. What lets this game down
are the controls, which are fiddly and
don’t always do what you want them
to. It detracts from an otherwise
very promising game that, due to its
incredible graphics that are very much
in the console league, weighs in at a
staggering 2.5GB.
But you can see why it’s a big game
with a price tag to match. The voice
acting is superb, the story missions
(and side missions) are a treat and
well thought out in terms of proving
maximum fun. As you get better, you
are rewarded so that you can have

greater fire power. It’s a deep game
that tries to give that sandbox feel of
GTA. To this end, you can pop into a
casino and play some mini-games.
A little annoying are the plethora
of on-screen graphics. There are just
so many, whether it’s the map, the
controls, the actions or the weapons.
This would be all well and good if they
actually worked exactly as you’d want
them to but their lack of response
can get in the way and can ruin the
game at a critical moment. We do hope
this gets resolved in an update, but it
wouldn’t be enough to put us off.
An incredibly cool, visually superb
game that takes you into the
gangster underworld of Las Vegas
and provides relentless fun.
Android | OS 2.3 | £4.99/$6.99 | v1.0.0
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | £4.99/$6.99 | v1.0.1

Pros/Cons
The graphics are
amazing and really
draw you into the
world
There are lots of
missions and side
missions to get
involved in
It’s a big game –
2.5GB may be
too much for
your device
The controls can be
unresponsive
at times

DOWNLOAD
NOW!

ALTERNATIVELY…

Five more
actionpacked
games

THEFT AUTO:
01 GRAND
CHINATOWN WARS

A stunning game that
kept the ethos of the
GTA games intact for the
mobile generation.
iPhone+ | iOS 3.1
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.1.0

02 PAYBACK

This game is
crafted to perfection
with all the menace that
the developers infuse
with their classic title.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.24

03 CRIME CITY

Fight online rivals
and build your very own
criminal empire.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| Free | v3.7.1
Android | OS 2.2
| Free | v3.7.4

04 VERTIGO ROGUE

Get yourself in
your chopper and blast
away at the enemies in
a game that may be old
but hasn’t lost its charm.
iPhone+ | iOS 3.2
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.2

SAN
05 DRIVER:
FRANCISCO

Converted by Gameloft,
this game is a port of a
console title and it plays
incredibly well.
Android | OS 1.5
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.1.3
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RETURN TO CASTLERAMA
A SEQUEL TO THE GAME BILLED AS A ‘PHOTO-REALISTIC WALK’

Adventure games, particularly the
point-and-click variety, were incredibly
popular in the Nineties. The Nintendo
DS and then smartphones and tablets
have since helped to revitalise the genre. As a
result, Castlerama tried to tap into this market
back in 2011 by allowing people to walk around a
fantasy world and take a prod at some items along
the way. They have gone further with Return To
Castlerama, creating a proper game that is more
true to those days of old.
You start with a cut-scene that shows
a character called David entering a secret
passageway and as you walk around using
controls that are incredibly intuitive and work
really well, you can pick up some scrolls and read
them, slowly building up a story arc. However,
while the revelations of David’s destiny are
enjoyable, this is not a well-thought-out game in
the vein of Monkey Island or Broken Sword.
The thing is, you soon realise that picking up
these scrolls and wandering around is all you are
doing. There are no puzzles to write home about
and interactivity is rather sparse. There is a sense
that you have to complete tasks and play out the
game in the exact order that the developers want
it to progress in. It’s hard to see the point when

PUZZLEJUICE
Combining Tetris with a word puzzle
does appear to be a rather convoluted
and mind-boggling way to take two
well-known forms of challenge and
produce something new from it. Certainly when
you begin wading through the tutorial at the very
start, you feel a little bit daunted by the whole
thing and perhaps that this game has been made
a little bit over-complicated.
When you begin to play you start to see just
what an arduous task really awaits you. For a
start you have to line up coloured blocks into
perfect neat lines of matching hues. Once you’ve
got yourself a full line, it turns into a selection
of letters. The more letters you get, the more
words you can form but trying to search for those
words while watching the blocks fall and trying to
position them in the right place is no easy task.
It’s like trying to play Scrabble and Tetris at the
same time and your heart begins to pump faster
as the game progresses. Puzzlejuice is unique in its
own chaotic way and still remains a well-polished
game. Despite the difficulty, it is actually very
good fun once you get into it. Perfect for Game
Night, Puzzlejuice can also be played as an offline
multiplayer to challenge your friends and family.
The presentation is spot on, the funky music
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the world you are exploring is not actually all
that exciting and you are expected to do so
little when you are there. In a genre that relies
on good gameplay to motivate you to continue,
this is a bit of a disappointment.

FALLING BLOCKS AND LETTER
TILES COMBINE TO TAX YOUR BRAIN

BELOW: The graphics feel a

little last-gen and don’t
draw you in a great deal

Adventure game fans will notice the lack of
interactivity and puzzle-solving in a game
where it should be key.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$3.99 | v1.0

BELOW: Use these letters to form

words in order to gain points

ABOVE: It looks like a

simple game of Tetris
will falling blocks

ABOVE: When a line is
completed, letters
become visible

soundtrack doesn’t grate in the way you might
expect, and it will get your brain working in a
different way – it simply depends on what you
want from your games.
A mashup game drawing on the principles of
Tetris and throwing in a word puzzle as well.
You’ll either love it or be infuriated by it.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v1.6

BRIDGY JONES™

There have been many
attempts at creating
bridge-building games
that will keep the
player enjoying them for a long time,
but few have been as graphically
impressive as Bridgy Jones. It looks
and feels good initially and the early
levels are good fun – but as the
complexity increases the interface
feels more than a little fiddly and
can actually get in the way of the
gameplay. It has the potential to be
a fun experience and the levels are
varied, but adjustments are needed
to the controls and touch interface
to make it really work.
Potentially an absorbing and
challenging experience, but it’s a
little too fiddly to play.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.1
| £0.99/$1.49 | v1.2.0

GP RETRO

The ‘retro’ in the title
of this game has been
realised by some
amusing graphics and
music which will take you back to
the golden days of blocky pixels and
challenging gameplay. This game is
fun for a while and over time you will
learn to control the car better, but
it doesn’t provide a challenge that
feels realistic. The AI feels somewhat
contrived at times and this can
lessen the appeal quite quickly. Still,
there are many types of game player
who will get enjoyment out of this
easier-than-average challenge.
Cute graphics and great music, but
the challenge isn’t as difficult as it
potentially could be.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0
| £1.49/$1.99 | v1.1
Android | OS 2.2
| £0.76/$1.16 | v2.1

ICEBREAKER – A
VIKING VOYAGE HD

With a name like Rovio
behind a game, it is
sure to grab a lot of
headlines and Icebreaker
is the latest title to receive such
attention. When you first start
playing, it may seem confusing
because what you have to do isn’t
completely clear. However, when it
all clicks you will be opened up to a
world of ever-more difficult levels
and a physics-based implementation
which is addictive in every way. It
is much more varied than you may
think as well. Rovio are without a
doubt on to another winner.
Hugely addictive, fun
all the way and will
keep you entertained.
iPad | iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0.0

FRIGHTEN YOUR
SOCKS OFF

01 SLENDER RISING

A spine-tingling
soundtrack builds the
tension as you to try to
escape the Slender Man.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.5.2

02 YEAR
WALK
This puzzler set in a forest
at midnight is a chilling
descent into madness.

MAN OF STEEL

As far as fighting
games go, Man of
Steel certainly fulfils its
objective of offering
a graphically-rich environment,
bringing the legendary superhero
to the small screen with amazing
realism. It is very well put together
and is worthy of the huge size of
the game, but it does feel as if a lot
of the fighting manoeuvres have
been used before. If you have played
other fighting games, this one may
not offer you enough diversity, but
fans of the character will still find
plenty to enjoy here.
The representation of Superman
here is excellent, but we have
seen some of it before.
iPhone | iOS 5.0
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.2
Android | Varies
| £3.18/$4.85 | Varies

SPIRAL EPISODE 1 WORLD WAR Z
There is no doubting
the presentation of
Spiral Episode 1 because
it looks simply stunning.
The voiceovers add to the game
and there is a genuine console feel
about it all. Once you start playing
you should be prepared to be a little
patient. If you are and you take the
time to understand how the combat
in particular works you may find
yourself struggling to put it down.
This is a highly ambitious title and
may push all but the latest devices
to their limit – so don’t be surprised if
you get the occasional slow down if
you are using an older model.

Breathtakingly beautiful to look
at and the gameplay is quite deep
over long periods.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.1

From the moment you
start playing this game
the zombies are out to
get you. Your goal is to
eliminate as many as possible and
this is helped by an intuitive shooting
system that merely requires aiming
your gun at each individual zombie.
This may sound overly simple, but
it actually works well because the
animation and everything else going
on is very intense. It isn’t gory, but
it certainly is fun and it feels like a
cut-down console title in the way it
plays. This is definitely one of the
better zombie shooters available.
A decent control system stands
out in this graphically-rich and
addictive zombie shooter.
iPhone+ | iOS 6.0
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.3
Android | Varies
| £1.97/$2.99 | Varies

iPad+ | iOS 4.3
| £2.49/$3.99 | v1.1

03 LIMBO
GAME
A spooky story and art
style combine for an
eerie adventure.

iPhone+ | iOS 6.0
| £2.99/$4.99 | v1.0.3

04 DARK MEADOW:
THE PACT
Escape the ruins of a

hospital haunted by a witch
and her legion of monsters.

Android | Varies | Free | v1.1

05 EMILY IN
DARKNESS
You’re never sure what

horrors you might bump into
in this pitch-black game.

iPhone | iOS 5.0
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.1
Android | OS 1.6
| £0.64/$0.99 | v1.1
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HERO OF MANY

BEAUTIFUL, ATMOSPHERIC AND PROOF THAT GAMES CAN BE ART

BELOW: The contrast between these dark

and light areas is incredibly effective

Some games are special – Hero of
Many is one of them. You could argue
that it is rather pretentious, with
the art styling and music lending it
a worthy tone. Still, you cannot argue against
its atmosphere and innovation. It’s a story that
drives the player on in an emotional journey that,
at its heart, is so incredibly simple to operate.
You explore four different worlds trying to
save your friends as you move a small glowing
blob around and try to avoid being attacked and
zapped of energy. It is a matter of investigating,
discovering the whereabouts of your friends
and solving puzzles along the way. Being able to
avoid and defeat the enemy is crucial if you are
going to meet the end of the 26 levels that are
presented before you.
This game looks amazing – the underwater
caverns feel ripe for exploration and you can
immerse yourself for hours in the music and the
visuals. The relaxing nature of it is due to the
simplicity of the controls. You can easily sit, move
around and feel at peace – although anxiety can
creep in from time to time.

INDIANA
STONE

Some will feel the gameplay is rather thin and
at times it is, since there is not much to it and
you don’t need lots of tutorials holding you by
the hand – but in this case that’s a good thing.
You are caught in a mystery and few will be able
to resist seeing it to the very end.

If you like to shoot things down
and wreak havoc, this isn’t for you.
Otherwise, buy it. It’s beautiful.
Android | OS 3.0 | £3.19/$3.99 | v1.036
iPad | iOS 6.0 | £2.49/$3.99 | v1.0.2

BELOW: The controls
mostly revolve
around tilting

IT’S LIKE WILE E COYOTE
CATCHING THE ROAD RUNNER

Steven Spielberg may have
something to say about the homage
to Indiana Jones in this retro-styled
infinite-running game that obviously
draws influence from the star of the hit movies
– but that doesn’t make it any less fun. In this
game, instead of being the hero running away
from the nasties, you are the nasty. It is your
job to steer a boulder through various settings
in order to crush poor old Indiana Jones – sorry,
Indiana Stone – who is darting away in front
of you, looking over his shoulder and shedding
beads of sweat in terrified anticipation.
The main controls involve tilting – but there
are also saws, spikes and walls to contend with.
You need to avoid obstacles to catch up with
the surprisingly fast Indiana, but when you gain
ground you feel satisfaction with anxiety building
as you know you are close to your running prey.
The art style is referred to as 9-bit, which is
essentially 8-bit with a 3D twist. There is a charm
to such art but, it has to be said, it cannot mask
what is repetitive gameplay. Still, the humour and
the pacing holds your attention for a long while
and so doesn’t become a mere curiosity.
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A great role reversal that has a
good story mode, fun animation
and a lovely little soundtrack.
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v2.1.3
iPhone | iOS 4.1 | Free | v1.3

ABOVE: Regain the idol from Indiana Stone by
avoiding obstacles and chasing him down

CRAYON
LITTLE NICK: THE PETTSON’S
PHYSICS DELUXE GREAT ESCAPE JIGSAW PUZZLE
The look of this game
makes it immediately
appealing to children,
but the gameplay itself
is suitable for anyone. The use of
crayons confuses the mind a little
bit, but this is actually a good thing
because it makes it even more
challenging. Few physics games can
really make you think and want to
keep trying over and over again, but
this one surely does and will keep
you coming back to have another
go. It is one of the most addictive
puzzlers we have seen to date.
An immersive
experience for both
children and adults.
iPhone+ | iOS 3.1.3 | £4.99/$6.99 | v1.2.0
Android | OS 2.2 | £1.69/$2.99 | v1.0.4

This game includes
some lovely graphics
and an overall look that
will appeal to young
children. It feels professional all
the way through and kids will gain
some fun from it, but whether it has
enough variety to keep them playing
day after day is debatable. We like
what we see but feel that there are
better options available, making this
one of many games that will suffice
for quick blasts of entertainment.
With more variety it could offer a lot
more for younger gamers.

As a puzzle game
this one has all of the
hallmarks required
to make it a fun
experience. The controls are easyto-use and the visualisation is
particularly good, which makes it feel
like a real puzzle even on a smaller
phone screen. Children and adults
will enjoy the graphics and music,
but we have to say that the variety
of puzzles needs to be much greater
for it to captivate for a longer period
of time. Still, it is very good at what it
does and is worth a look.

A fun game for young children,
but not one that stands out
against the competition.

An entertaining game while it
lasts, but it would benefit from
more content to truly shine.

iPhone+ | iOS 4.2 | £1.49/$2.59 | v1.0.1
Android | OS 2.0.1 | £1.53/$1.99 | v1.0

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v2.0
Android | OS 2.2 | £1.48/$1.80 | v2.01

GO MEDIEVAL

01 INFINITY BLADE II

Like Game of Thrones
for iPhone and iPad,
this sprawling fantasy
adventure is award winning.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| £4.99/$6.99 | v1.3.2

02 TINY
THIEF
New from the makers of

Angry Birds, solve puzzles
as a Robin Hood-like hero.

SHELTER

The idea of a zombie
card game may sound
strange and potentially
lifeless, but this game
proves that such an oddball creation
can be fun and keep you playing for
a long time. The game requires you
to build your strategy ahead of time
and then take on the enemy through
various campaigns. You cannot rush
it and a lot of thought is required to
succeed, but if you are patient the
rewards will be yours. It isn’t perfect
and will not appeal to everyone, but
some players will love everything
about it. It’s certainly a fun
experience and brings something
new to the zombie game genre.

An unusual but fun game which
should keep you coming back.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99 | v2.0
Android | OS 2.2 | £1.48/$1.80 | v2.01

STARGATE SG-1:
UNLEASHED EP 1

Fans of Stargate will
jump on this app and
likely have positive
feelings about it from
the very start, but it is safe to say
that you will need to be a fan to
really love it. The game itself feels
a little too constrained for serious
gamers and this could quickly lead to
boredom. Add to this some unreliable
aspects and things start to go
downhill quickly. Parts of the game
are fantastic and it has potential to
be one of the best mobile games
ever, but it needs work to increase
the options and iron out problems.
It looks great and the promise is
immense but it fails to deliver.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99 | v1.0.5
Android | Varies | £2.99/$4.99 | Varies

WHERE’S
MY MICKEY?

Following the classic
Where’s My Water?
game with a branded
version sounds like
a recipe for boredom, but that is
definitely not the case here. The
animated sequences between levels
are astonishingly good and the game
is just as much fun to play as it ever
was, with many new objects and
challenges to keep you entertained.
There is a sense that this game is
different and better than anything
that has come before it. It feels like
millions has been spent developing it.
Not completely
original, but stunning
in many areas.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99 | v1.0.2
Android | OS 2.2 | £0.64/$0.99 | v1.0.2

iPhone+ | iOS 5.0
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.0.0
Android | iOS 2.3
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.0.0

03 CATAPULT
KING
Fly through the air taking

down forts, dark knights,
and dragons in this highly
addictive medieval mobile game.
iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| £0.69/$0.99 | v1.2.1
Android | OS 2.3 | Free | v1.0.3

04 THE SIMS
MEDIEVAL
Build your own castles and

control every character,
from the king right down
to the lowly peasants.
iPhone | iOS 3.0
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.0.0

05 THE
BARD’S TALE
A 3D epic role-play game
with a sense of humour.

iPhone+ | iOS 4.3
| £1.99/$2.99 | v1.7.1
Android | OS 2.3
| £1.85/$2.99 | v1.4
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GAMES | REVIEW

AGRICOLA

BELOW: The town is full of resources to help improve

your farm, but do you go all out for expansion
or build cautiously within your means?

THE BOARD GAME REMADE FOR iPAD

Based on a popular board game,
Agricola is reborn here as a turnbased strategy game in which you
have to farm resources, perform
actions to improve your homestead and
feed your family all within a tight window of
opportunity. There are many different ways to
go about building the most productive farm,
and these possibilities are what make Agricola
so compelling. There are choices to make as you
get to grips with using your task force wisely
– do you go for a modest expansion, keeping
overheads (in this case, food) low or do you
concentrate on expanding your workforce to
enable more actions to be taken but run the risk
of not being able to feed them all?
Playing the game is incredibly easy. You’re
presented with an overhead view of your
farm and perform actions by sliding icons over
buildings to utilise the services on offer. It works
best as a pass-and-play game with friends but
it also supports online play so that you can
challenge friends through Game Center too.
There is much to learn and a lot of knowledge
is gained through trial and error – make one bad
decision early on and it can bite you in the back

LIMBO

later down the line – but there are always ways
out of tight spots and you can earn bonus points
by using all resources available instead of relying
on a chosen few that work for you early on.

A sprawling and compelling strategy game
where savvy management of resources is key.
iPad+ | iOS 4.3 | £4.99/$8.99 | v1.0.0

RIGHT: Massive spiders

are a reoccurring
threat in Limbo

THE PUREST PLATFORM ACTION FROM THE DARKEST RECESSES OF YOUR BRAIN

Subtle, eerie and completely
unforgettable, Limbo first surfaced
as a downloadable console game last
year. It wasn’t released by a major
publisher and so didn’t really trouble the charts,
but those who did play this independent release
were unanimous in their love for it – and for good
reason. Think of it as an unsuspecting Super Mario
game that has just resurfaced after living with Tim
Burton for too long. It is a game that is outwardly
platform in theme, yet peppered with genuine
head-scratching puzzles, a sense of foreboding
and painted the darkest of blacks.

You control a boy who is searching for his sister
in a bleak and terrifying land and, as you’ll soon
discover, getting through the terrain requires quick
reflexes and a logical mind. The puzzles are so
subtle that you’ll often not realise that you have
to solve one to progress. These could involve
pushing or pulling objects into new positions,
distributing your weight to trigger a mechanism
or simply waiting for something to happen –
refreshingly, the solutions are never obvious.
The only thing that lets Limbo down on iOS is
the control system, which is never explained to
you. General getting around is fine (and done by

ABOVE: Playing the game makes you feel isolated and
utterly lonely – there are few laughs to be had here

ABOVE: You do encounter other people at times, but
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they seemingly just want to cause you harm

swiping the screen), but more complicated actions
are trickier to fathom and death is never far away
– and the deaths in this game are pretty horrible.
Limbo draws together your biggest fears and
darkest nightmares in an engrossing world
begging to be explored.
iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99 | v1.0.3

ABOVE: The black-and-white gameplay makes for a
bleak and eerie atmosphere

It’s a jungle out there.
Swing through it
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PROBLEMSOLVING ADVICE
AND TUTORIALS
TO EDUCATE YOU
ON THE INNERWORKINGS OF
YOUR DEVICES

t iPhone

CREATE AND SHARE
VIDEOS INSTANTLY
WITH INSTAGRAM

Post videos of the world around you, complete with
trademark vintage filters to add the finishing touches

F

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES

86 CREATE VIDEOS WITH THE
IMPROVED INSTAGRAM

iPhone We get you up to speed with
the most recent update to the popular
photo-sharing app.

or some time now Instagram has been
the unrivalled king of the photosharing field, with its retro filters and
interactive community favoured over all
other competition. The trend has shifted in
recent months however, with time-sensitive or
flash media becoming the new craze, and apps
like Vine and Keek have led the way with their
functionality based around short videos that
users capture and share with the world.
Suddenly Instagram had some catching up
to do. Not to be outdone, the Facebook-owned
social photography network has now launched
its own video capabilities, complete with new
filters created especially for your clips.

THE KEY PARTS OF INSTAGRAM VIDEOS

> Find your way around the new features

Camera

You can jump between front
and rear-facing cameras by
using the camera icon at
the top of the screen. This
is ideal should you want to
throw in a selfie.

88 BECOME A MIXING MASTER
USING TRAKTOR DJ

iPad Master the basics to get creative
with this incredible software.

Time bar

The blue bar at the bottom
of the camera view shows
how long is left of the 15
seconds, which is handy for
stop-and-change shots.

90 FIND NEWS WITH FEEDLY

Android Get to grips with this great
alternative to Google Reader

Cover image

This is the only chance
you have to entice
followers to watch your
video, so use the scrollbar
feature to good effect and
choose the right frame
as your cover image. This
will then appear in the
same way as a photo
would on your feed.
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This tutorial will show you how to get the
most out of this new update, including taking
advantage of the stop-start record technique
so you can cut between shots as you film.
There’s a clever preview feature that allows
you to watch your entire video through with a
filter applied before confirming your choice. We
will take you through every step of the process
from capturing your video to sharing it with
the rest of community and beyond. The beauty
of Instagram is that your posts can be as
detailed or as simple as you wish, the filtering
is all down to you. So grab your smartphone
and get recording what’s happening around
you! Let’s run through all you need to know.

Record

The big red button is of
course record, and users
have to tap and hold in order
to capture video. Releasing
will pause the video.

Delete

The arrow marked with a
cross allows you to quickly
delete everything that’s
been captured so far and
lets you start from scratch

TIP

INSTAGRAM

Get Creative

Instagram videos allow you to start and
stop recording as you see fit, so get
creative and make a stop-motion video –
the functionality is perfectly set up for it.

1

2

INSTAGRAM

>Now with video

1 CAPTURE

Unlike with images, it’s not possible to grab a
previously taken video from your Camera Roll,
everything has to be shot in-app. So tap the blue
capture button at the bottom of the screen and
then swipe left to enter video-capturing mode.

2 VIDEO

The capture button will have now turned red,
ready for you to record. In order to capture your
video you’ll need to tap and hold the button. You’ll
see the 15-second video timer fill as you do so.

3 STOP AND START

3

4

One of the best aspects of the video feature
(and very similar to Vine) is that you can pause
recording at any point by lifting your finger off the
record button. This means you can change shots
and get more content into your video.

4 FILTER

Once you’re happy with what you’ve got, tap the
next button to move into filters. These are all
new and especially for your videos. As you move
through the different options, you can watch your
video each time to see how it changes.

5 COVER FRAME

The next stage is to make your video stand out
on the Instagram timeline. Choose a cover frame
to be shown as your video preview. You can scrub
through your whole video to find one.

6 SHARE

5

6

The final stage will be familiar to regular users, as
it involves the same process of adding a caption
and sharing as with photos. Be sure to tap the
links to Facebook and Twitter too.

About the app…

INSTAGRAM

The heavyweight of photo sharing
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | Free | v4.0.2
Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v4.0.2

Updated to include video support in response to
the success of apps such as Vine and Snapchat,
Instagram is still very much on trend when it
comes to capturing and sharing media. It’s easy to be
social as Instagram is a huge community of smartphone
photographers all keen to share their own world with
the rest of the app’s community. Users can also geo-tag
their posts and see them plotted on the Instagram map,
allowing you to explore by location.
For ease of use and the sheer size and interactivity of
its community, Instagram is hard to beat.
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TUTORIALS
t iPad+

USE TRAKTOR DJ TO REMIX
A SONG

In this tutorial we’ll show you how to master this wonderful
virtual turntable app and make the most of your favourite music

About the app…

TRAKTOR
DJ FOR iPAD
The perfect mixing app for any skill level, from
novices to professional DJs

iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | £13.99/$19.99 | v1.2.1

This fantastic app is the only turntable
software you’ll need to remix tracks on the fly.
Traktor DJ is simply brilliant, with a whole host
of features working seamlessly to provide you with the
ultimate DJing experience, and one that rivals even
fully-fledged turntables. The controls are intuitive, the
layout is clean and the effects on offer are flawlessly
executed. Throw in some recording options, playlist
support, quick syncing and more, and this app is one no
self-respecting DJ should be without. It’s great fun and
definitely worth the asking price.
Traktor DJ is the best virtual turntable app around

A

cross a host of platforms there are
a multitude of DJ programs that
offer an adequate experience, but
the iPad has been crying out for an app to
top them all. A download that streamlines the
whole experience and is accessible to DJs of
any skill level, while retaining the level of detail
professional DJs require – has finally arrived in
the form of Traktor DJ for iPad.
If you’re a bit of a novice, there’s no need to
worry. Traktor DJ is incredibly accessible and,
once you’ve learned the basics, you’ll soon be
editing and remixing tracks with ease. In our
tutorial we’ll show you the various features
you can use to create the ultimate song, and
highlight some neat tips to enhance your DJing
skills that much more.
Having mastered the controls, we’d definitely
suggest having a go at recording a full track.
There’s nothing better than remixing a great

MIXING A TRACK >How to master this virtual turntable
Record

Tapping the speaker at
the top brings up the
option to record your mix,
which can be saved and
played back later.

Fader

Use this to switch the
volume between your
two chosen songs,
or mute one of them
entirely, while they are
either paused or playing.

Change the
tempo

The heart icon in the topmiddle denotes beatsper-minute and enables
you to alter the tempo
of the track, speeding it
up or slowing it down as
you see fit.

Mixing tools

On the right-hand side are
the tools you’ll need for
mixing. Tap any of them
to open it up and see the
available options.
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song into the perfect song, adding your own
individual touches to enhance music you
already enjoyed and make it that little bit
more special. Traktor DJ makes this easy, as
it’s feature-rich with intuitive gesture controls,
ensuring that you’ll have no problem adding
whatever specific effect or feature you’re after.
So let’s take a look at how best to utilise this
great app, and by the end of this tutorial we
expect you’ll be on your way to mastering this
amazing virtual turntable.

“HAVING LEARNED THE
BASICS, YOU’LL SOON BE
EDITING AND REMIXING
WITH EASE”

TIP

Loops and cues

Using loops and cues is the first step to becoming a
master of Traktor DJ. Practice jumping to different
points in the song and applying effects to get the
best sound – just experiment and have fun!

1

TRAKTOR DJ

2

1 IMPORT A SONG Traktor DJ allows you to import any songs you’ve

2 NAVIGATION

Scrolling from side to side will take you to different
points in a song, or you can also drag and tap on the bar immediately
below the song. Pinch on the bar to zoom in and out.

purchased through iTunes. Simply tap the music button in the top-right
and you’ll be able to pick two songs to add to the ‘A’ and ‘B’ line.

3

4

3 USING FX

4 EQUALISER Use the Equaliser button to dictate the volume for

The FX button in the top-right brings up mixing options.
Moving your finger up denotes volume, while moving across signifies the
strength. Touch and drag to add an effect, or lock it in with the padlock.

5

different elements of your chosen song. Here, the Filter tab can also be
used to affect the bass and treble of the song at will.

6

5 LOOPS The Loop button, which can also be activated by touching

two fingers to your track, enables you to repeat a section of your song.
Dragging your two fingers will alter the length of the loop.

6 SETTING CUES

The Flag button enables you to set waypoints
(cues) in your song. These can be straight jumps or they can be loops,
enabling you to repeat and jump to sections of your song with a tap.
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TUTORIALS
t Android

WHY FEEDLY SHOULD BE YOUR
GOOGLE READER REPLACEMENT

Feedly has made a big play to take
over from Google Reader – we show you
how you can benefit from switching

T

he demise of Google Reader led to a flurry of activity among
the other news feed and reader apps – new updates appeared
every week, with slicker interfaces and features aimed at
luring in those Google users. Feedly has made headlines for its strong
campaign push to be the new Reader, even offering seamless migration of
your Google Reader content to Feedly if you switched early on.
It was impressive marketing, and thankfully it’s backed up by a service
that can stand up to its own claims of being a real alternative. Feedly
looks great for starters, with an understated yet content-rich interface
that makes it easy for users to see their news on screen in a way they
want. The pages themselves strip back hefty news sites and turn them
into ‘cards’ of stories that can be swiped through. The visual noise is gone,
leaving just the stories for you to find and enjoy. From here you can share
stories across a great range of platforms as well as jump straight to the
main webpage if you so wish. If the personalised news feed isn’t enough
customisation power for you, it’s also possible to save articles to read later,
when time is less pressing. Here we show you how to take advantage of all
the cool things Feedly has to offer.

HOW TO USE YOUR
FEEDLY

>The key areas you need to
know about
1 Search

Jump to the search section to find new
sources to follow. You can look for these
by either using the marked sections on
offer, or the search term bar above.

2 Settings

This button allows you to tweak the
way your stories are presented, as well
as manually refresh the news feed for
any new stories.

3 Home

Tap this button in the top-left of the
screen to return to the main area of
the app, from which you can choose a
different section to browse through.

4 The Feed

FOR MORE
GOOGLE READER
ALTERNATIVES CHECK
OUT ISSUE

35
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All the latest stories from your chosen
sources appear here, each one opening
into a full screen when tapped and
marking itself as read once you’ve
finished viewing it.

About the app…

FEEDLY
All of your internet browsing
content in one place on
your device

Android | OS 2.2 | Free | v16.1.542
iPad+ | iOS 4.3 | Free | v16.1.542

Apps have been working
hard to try and pick up the
soon-to-be feedless users
of Google Reader. Feedly has made
a huge effort, enabling you to sync
your Reader bookmarks and
content with the app early on. Even
without all that effort, this is an app
that deserves your attention
because of how it simplifies entire
source sites into easy-to-read cards
and links together everything from
news sites to YouTube channels.
Easy-to-find and save articles
as you like for an effortless
browsing experience.

“THE VISUAL NOISE IS GONE, LEAVING JUST
THE STORIES FOR YOU TO FIND AND ENJOY”

TIP

FEEDLY

Read articles anywhere

When you save articles for later these sync across
all of your devices – so even if you found the story
quickly on your smartphone, it will be waiting for
you when you pick your tablet up later.

1

2

3

4

5

6

FEEDLY >All the news you want
1 SEARCH

2 SECTIONS

3 STORIES

4 SAVE FOR LATER

5 SHARE

6 CUSTOMISE YOUR FEED

Having logged in and set up your account, you
now need some news. Hit the search button to
get started, and you’ll see a great selection of
themed tiles as well as a green search term bar.

If you think that you want to come back to an
article later, there’s a handy Save button next
to the Twitter icon on every story.

The best way to get some sources on your feed
is to go by section. Tap on a section tile and a
list of sites will appear. Hit the plus sign next to
the relevant name to add it to your news feed.

Feedly has a host of social features. There’s
a dedicated Twitter button but also links to
Facebook, Google+ and more via the share icon.

Now you can read through your news at your
leisure. Tap the top-left home icon and choose
from individual sections or display all stories at
once. They’ll appear as easy-to-digest cards.

Browse articles by section and even by
individual news source via the home toolbar.
Simply tap a section name of the site name.
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200
GREATEST APPS EVER
THE VERY BEST iOS & ANDROID APPS

BOOKS

Recently got
engaged? Prepare
to take on a lot of
new information!
Fortunately, there
is Wedding
Planner for iPad,
an all-in-one management app for your special
day. Use it to store all of your essential info
and track how things are progressing.
iPad | iOS 5.1 | £6.99/$9.99 | v1.5.5

WHY WE LOVE…
JAMIE’S 20
MINUTE MEALS

Cook fantastic food in
under a half an hour with
Jamie Oliver’s official app.
Featuring 60 recipes, it
couldn’t be simpler to swipe
through the photo-laden
step-by-step instructions.
Fancy something a bit
different for dinner? Shake
your phone to get a random recipe.
iPhone+ | iOS 3.1.2 | £4.99/$6.99 | v1.3
Android | OS 2.0 | £4.99/$3.99 | v1.3.4

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE APP?

GET IN TWEET
TOUCH…
US WITH

YOUR FAVOURITE APPS

@Knowyourapps

OR RECOMMEND
THEM ON FACEBOOK

/AppsMagazine

SEND US AN EMAIL TODAY
WITH YOUR FAVOURITE APPS

apps@imagine-publishing.co.uk
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EDUCATION

ENTERTAINMENT

iPhone/Android

iPad

iPad

Children’s story read
aloud by author
Michael Morpurgo, plus
musical performance and a
historical timeline of WWI.

Scan business cards
for easy storage and
import contact details
directly into your address book.

View hi-res, rotating
images of every
element in the periodic table.

Use all those tools in
exactly the same way
on your iPad as you
would on a real canvas, mixing
your paints with great results.

iPhone/ iPad

iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

Piece together
the interweaving
stories of an archaeologist
and a mental patient from a
multimedia map of Glasgow.

Create documents,
spreadsheets and
presentations and
view PDFs on the go.

This augmented
reality app lets you
explore the stars,
planets and constellations in
the night sky in real-time.

Stream music and
video from your
desktop, and enjoy
content from Plex’s channels.

Android

iPad

Pinpoint all the
major cities of the
world and learn their
locations with this addictive
geography game.

Paints, inks and
abstract shapes are
available, so you can
achieve the effect you’re
looking for.

iPad

WAR HORSE

iOS 5.0 | £4.99/$6.99

CAMCARD

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99
OS 2.0 | £1.90/$2.99

DEVIL’S PLANTATION QUICKOFFICE PRO HD

iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99

iPad

iOS 5.0 | £13.99/$19.99
OS 3.0 | £14.71/$19.99

iPhone/iPad/Android

KOOKY

WHY WE LOVE…
WEDDING
PLANNER FOR iPAD

BUSINESS

Illustrated children’s
story and impressive
stop-motion feature
film about a little pink bear
that’s lost in the woods.

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

POCKETCLOUD
REMOTE DESKTOP PRO

Gain remote access
to your desktop from
your device.

iOS 5.0 | £10.49/$14.99
OS 2.2 | £9.35/$14.99

THE ELEMENTS: A VISUAL
EXPLORATION

iOS 5.1 | £9.99/$13.99

STAR WALK

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99

MAPMASTER

OS 1.6 | £1.40/$1.65

ARTRAGE

iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99

PLEX

iOS 5.1 | £2.99/$4.99
OS Varies | £3.21/$4.99

PROCREATE

iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99

iPhone/iPad

iPhone

iPad

iPhone/iPad

In this novel
experience you are
given bits of people’s
lives as you weave the story
together in your own mind.

Speak into this app
and have your words
translated into 40
languages, either spoken back
to you or sent as a message.

Learn about the work
of five great painters,
including van
Gogh and Monet, and then
experiment with their style.

In this game you
literally have to sneak
up on your phone
from a distance to capture
photos of the shy monsters.

iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

Create a stunning
CV with this step-bystep app that creates
a polished final product that
can be easily exported.

View the pyramids
and temples of Giza
in stunning 3D and
examine the treasures that
were once inside them.

Includes a full set of
sketching tools in
a streamlined and
intuitive user interface.

iPad

iPad

iPad

iPhone/iPad

Discover TS
Eliot’s epic and
revolutionary poem,
view interactive notes, and
watch related videos.

Visualise seating
plans, schedule
meetings, save notes
and record audio for taking
minutes in this business app.

Takes you deep into
the human body, with
video content and
annotated graphics. A
fine app on the iPad.

Watch the world go
by with this unique
app that lets you
view thousands of public
video cameras in real-time.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPad

iPhone/Android

Interactive
illustrations and
music bring the
macabre magic of Edgar Allen
Poe’s haunting poetry to life.

All-in-one scanner
JotNot can be used
to scan text files,
business cards, bills and more
using your smart device.

A broad approach to
the history of the
world, combining
science, culture and politics in
a handy timeline.

Prank your friends
and family with
classic phrases from
the cult TV show.

iPad

Android

Explore 600 million
years of evolution
with a fossil timeline
and multimedia treatments
that explain the science.

The ultimate virtual
pet, Tom will repeat
what you say and
you can also dress him up and
customise his appearance.
iPhone/iPad

CHOPSTICKS NOVEL

iOS 4.0 | £4.99/$6.99

THE FANTASTIC FLYING
BOOKS OF MR MORRIS
LESSMORE

Breathtaking visuals
and a heartwarming
story. Essential.

iOS 5.1 | £2.99/$4.99

THE WASTE LAND

iOS 5.0 | £9.99/$13.99

iPOE

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99

iPad

THE LAND OF ME:
STORY TIME

Pick and choose the
plot lines of stories
in this interactive
children’s app.

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99

SAYHI TRANSLATE

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

CV EXPRESS

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

MEETING MINUTES

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$5.99

JOTNOT SCANNER PRO

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

iPhone/Android

SPLASHTOP –
REMOTE DESKTOP

Gain remote access
to your computer
anywhere.

iOS 3.2 | £2.99/$4.99
OS 2.2 | £3.13/$4.99

PLAYART BY TAPOOK

iOS 4.3 | £2.49/$3.99

PYRAMIDS 3D

iOS 5.1 | £2.49/$3.99

DK THE HUMAN BODY APP

iOS 4.0 | £4.99/$6.99

LITTLEBIGHISTORY

iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99

NHM EVOLUTION

iOS 4.3 | £9.99/$13.99

SNEAK

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

SKETCHBOOK MOBILE

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99
OS 2.2 | £1.32/$1.99

iSPY CAMERAS

iOS 4.0 | £0.69/$0.99

FONEJACKER

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99
OS 1.6 | £0.60/$0.99

TALKING TOM CAT 2

OS Varies | £0.69/$0.99

iPhone/iPad

iPad

iPad

Sci-Fi comic series
about an elderly
couple who invest in
a radical rejuvenation therapy
with unexpected results.

Share your portfolio
with clients instantly
in this impressive app,
and even access it without a
web connection.

Discover alien worlds
outside of our solar system
with this immersive app.

The renowned
streaming service
comes to iOS, sharing
media from your desktop to
your device. Supports AirPlay.

iPhone/iPad

iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPad

This magical
children's story
encourages kids to
use their imaginations to
ward off bullies.

Ensure people get
feedback, direction
and encouragement
with this stylish project
management app.

This educational
game is a fun way
to master the
Pythagorean Theorem with
great graphics and examples.

Very realistic effects
in this app, with
textured oil paint,
virtual pressure sensitivity
and smudge blending.

UPGRADE SOUL

iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99

DANDELION

iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99

SHOWCASE APP

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

PROOF

iOS 5.1 | £2.49/$3.99

JOURNEY TO THE
EXOPLANETS

iOS 4.0 | £6.99/$9.99

PYTHAGORAS THE GAME

iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99

VLC STREAMER

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

ART SET

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

TOP 200 | GREATEST APPS EVER

FINANCE

FOOD & DRINK

GAMES

HEALTH

MEDICAL

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad

The price you pay
for this app is fully
justified, thanks to its
superior functionality and the
useful tips it divulges.

Step-by-step photo
recipes, plus extra
kitchen tips such as
how to sharpen knives.

Hand-painted
scenery, evolving
landscapes and a
reactive narration creates a
one-of-a-kind game.

iPhone/Android

iPhone

Track your earnings
and expenses with
this app, and transfer
money between accounts.

Its superb recipes,
detailed videos and
excellent expert
advice make it a great app for
cooks of all skill levels.

iPad

iPhone

iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPad

This is one of
the best finance
managers around,
with easy-to-use functions.

An absolute must
for all foodies, this
app features mouthwatering fullscreen photos
and some clever features.

A mesmerising puzzle
game that has you
cutting ropes to feed
candy to a gremlin.

Simply hold your
thumb over the
camera lens to
monitor your heart rate.

Record your life
with this magazinelike app for your
memories, ideas and photos.
Share online or keep private.

This dissection of
the human skeleton
goes into incredible
detail with plenty of room for
adding your own notes.

iPhone/iPad/ Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPad

iPhone

iPhone/iPad

Epic dogfights in this
airborne adventure
with console-quality
multiplayer options.

One of many
fantastic health apps
from 3D4Medical, this
breaks away from most by
focusing on fitness.

Minimalist, gesturedriven alarm clock
and stopwatch that
will launch your favourite apps
for when you wake up.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

POCKETMONEY

iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99

MY BUDGET BOOK

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99
OS Varies | £1.99/$2.99

MONEYWIZ – PERSONAL
FINANCE FOR iPAD

iOS 4.2 | £2.99/$4.99

STOCK PULSE

StockPulse keeps you
updated with the
price of your shares
and the latest business news.

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99
OS 2.2 | £1.85/$2.99

iPhone/iPad

DEBT MANAGER

JAMIE’S 20 MINUTE MEALS BASTION

iOS 3.1.2 | £4.99/$6.99
OS 2.0 | £2.99/$3.99

GREAT BRITISH CHEFS

iOS 4.0 | £2.99/$4.99

OTTOLENGHI

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

iOS 5.1 | £2.99/$4.99

iPhone/iPad/Android

NEED FOR SPEED MOST
WANTED

Hi-res, high-octane
street racer.

iOS 4.0|
£2.99/$4.99
OS 2.3 | £3.27/$4.99

CUT THE ROPE HD

iOS 4.3 | £2.49/$3.99
OS 1.6 | £1.25/$1.99

HOW TO COOK EVERYTHING SKY GAMBLERS: AIR
The app is perfect for
SUPREMACY

any level of cooking
experience and can
teach you some great new
skills in the kitchen.

iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99

iPhone/iPad

THE PHOTO COOKBOOK
– QUICK & EASY

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99

ANGRY BIRDS SPACE

ENDOMONDO
SPORTS TRACKER PRO

A mix of fitness
tracking and social
networking.

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99
OS Varies | £3.99/$4.99
iPhone/Android

ZOMBIES, RUN!

Run to stay alive
in a world infested
with zombies in this
immersive AR workout.

iOS 6.0 | £2.49/$3.99
OS 4.0 | £2.79/$3.99

CARDIOGRAPH

iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99
OS 1.5 | Free

iMUSCLE 2

iOS 6.0 | £1.99/$1.99

GORILLA WORKOUT

iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

Plan everything, from
your big day’s budget
to the colour scheme
and the seating plan with this
detailed wedding app.

View rotatable 3D
images from Gray’s
Anatomy of selected
organs or regions of the body.

WEDDING PLANNER FOR iPAD

iOS 5.1 | £6.99/$9.99

iPhone

VISUAL ANATOMY

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$1.99
OS Varies | £1.60/$2.49

iPhone/iPad

TIME BACKER

Type in a URL and
select a date, then
discover how website

OS 4.0 | £0.69/$0.99

LULLABY!

Gentle songs and
ambient sounds
set to child-friendly
graphics will soothe your
baby off to sleep.

iOS 6.0 | £0.69/$0.99

DAY ONE JOURNAL

iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99

START BY TACK

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

Android

SKELETON SYSTEM PRO III

iOS 5.0 | £10.49/$14.99

COMPLETE RELAXATION –
GUIDED MEDITATION

Relax with these
comforting words
set to ambient music.

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99
iPhone

HD WIDGETS

iEMERGENCY+

A real-life workout
videogame for
men and women.
Complete levels as you get fit.

Customise your home
screen with these
stunning widgets
for current time, weather
forecasts and other utilities.

An app worth having,
but one you hope
you never have to
use. It stores your emergency
contacts in one place.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

iPhone/iPad

Videos show you
how to select your
ingredients and make
your own rice and sushi in this
detailed Japanese cooking app.

Devilish difficulty
and a simple design
combine in this
addictive puzzle game.

Military-grade
workout app that
requires no fitness
equipment bar your device.

This app starring Sir
Paul Smith follows
the history of bicycle design.

Aimed at medical
students but suitable
for general interest,
this app features six tests to
revise how the body works.

iPad

iPhone/ Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPad

Keep track of your
incomings and
outgoings with this
app that filters paid, planned,
and overdue payments.

File away your
favourite web recipes
in this dedicated
cooking database.

Control the criminal
underworld in this epic mobile
version of the classic game.

Including over 300
poses with photo,
video and audio
guides. You can also create
your own workout routines.

Unique icons in a
range of colours
and styles, including
animal fur and pastel sweets,
for your device.

Includes five different
ways to explore
the musculoskeletal
system and a pop quiz.

Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

Android

iPhone/Android

Eat more healthily
with this handy
meal-planning
and tracking app.

Get smooth, rotating
3D effects for your
home screen, smart
folders, panels and other
assorted widgets.

Reduce stress and
see your breathing
patterns displayed in
colourful graphics.

iPad

iPad

Create decorative
cards in-app with
hints and tips from
Martha herself.

Life-like depictions
of the heart and
circulatory system
that can be rotated 360° to
appreciate its complexity.

Clean, simple
interface allows you
to visualise your debt,
organise your incomings and
outgoings, and pay it off.

With images of every
ingredient and step
to each recipe, it
couldn’t be easier to follow.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

Compatible with
Excel, Google Docs
and Open Office –
manage all of your finances on
the go with this app.

iOS 4.0 | £0.69/$0.99

iSPREADSHEET

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99

BILLS FOR iPAD

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99

MONEY TAB

Update your
expenses in real-time
with this tracking app
with stylish Holo-design. View
stats and export to MS Office.

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

TEACH ME SUSHI

iOS 4.0 | £2.99/$4.99

PAPRIKA RECIPE MANAGER

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99
OS 2.2 | £3.11/$4.99

A revolution in
physics gaming, this
game breathes new
life into the franchise.

iPhone/Android

LIFESTYLE

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99
OS 2.2 | Free

SUPER HEXAGON

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99
OS 2.2 | £1.99/$2.99

GRAND THEFT
AUTO: VICE CITY

iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99
OS 2.3 | £2.99/$4.99

GREEN KITCHEN – HEALTHY BEAT SNEAK BANDIT
VEGETARIAN RECIPES
Part puzzle, part

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99
OS 2.3 | £0.62/$0.99

YOU ARE YOUR OWN GYM

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99
OS 2.2 | £1.25/$1.99

YOGA PRO FOR iPAD

iOS 4.2 | £0.69/$0.99

CALORIE COUNTER PRO

OS Varies | £1.99/$1.99

CYCLEPEDIA – ICONIC
BICYCLE DESIGNS
iOS 5.1 | £6.99/$9.99

ICONS PRO

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

SPB SHELL 3D

iOS 3.1 | £0.69/$0.99

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY 2

iOS 3.0 | £0.69/$0.99

MUSCLE & BONE
ANATOMY 3D

iOS 5.1 | £2.99/$4.99

BREATHING ZONE

Stylish interface
and inspiring recipes
prove healthy eating doesn’t
need to be bland or boring.

stealth, all rhythm
action. Tap your
screen to the beat of the
music to navigate levels.

Android

iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

Spending tracker
in a clean interface
with a unique twist,
indicating how guilty you
should be for big expenses.

Recipe app for those
with specific dietary
needs, such as gluten
and soy allergies, and fans of
the Paleo ‘caveman diet’.

Create your own
world, block by block.

Plan your workout in
this stylish app and
receive motivation
from the voice coach.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

iPad

iPhone/iPad

Compare mortgages
side-by-side, work
out what the true
price would be and manage
your payments.

Import and organise
your favourite online
recipes so they are all
in one place and easy to find
when you want them.

Visually stunning
open-world fantasy
adventure with
intuitive gesture controls.

This app is packed
with photo, video and
audio tutorials to help
you reach your peak level of
fitness. Also includes yoga.

Aspiring novelist?
My Writing Desk for
iPad is your space to
express yourself in a clean,
distraction-free environment.

Keep a digital diary
of your family’s
shots, vaccinations,
medicines, illnesses and more.

OS 2.2 | £0.69/$0.99

GUILT

OS 4.0 | £1.26/$1.99

MORTGAGE MENTOR

iOS 4.0 | £1.49/$1.99

iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99

NOM NOM PALEO

iOS 4.3 | £3.99/$5.99

MY RECIPE BOOK

iOS 5.1 | £1.49/$1.99

iOS 3.1.3 | £1.99/$2.99

MINECRAFT –
POCKET EDITON

iOS 4.3 | £4.99/$6.99
OS Varies | £4.99/$6.99

HORN

iOS 5.0 | £4.99/$6.99
OS Varies | £5.07/$6.99

iOS 4.3 | £2.49/$3.99
OS 2.1 | £2.47/$3.99

RUNTASTIC PUSH-UPS PRO

iOS 6.0 | £1.49/$1.99
OS 2.2 | £1.69/$1.99

FITNESS FOR iPAD

iOS 4.1 | £0.69/$0.99

OS 2.1 | £9.45/$14.95

MARTHA STEWART
CRAFT STUDIO

iOS 3.2 | £2.49/$3.99
OS 2.2 | £2.49/$3.99

HEART PRO III

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

MY WRITING DESK

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$2.99

iOS 5.0 | £6.99/$9.99

FAMILY ILLNESS AND
SHOT TRACKER

iOS 3.1.3 | £1.49/$1.99
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WHAT’S HOT?

THE ORCHESTRA

Conduct your own
symphonies with this
app, featuring videos
and articles on classical music.
iOS 6.0 | £9.99/$13.99

TINY CHAT

Meet new people with
this video chatroom app.
Thousands of people
are always online to chat with.
iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

gREADER PRO

Since Google Reader’s
demise, this app now
supports Feedly Cloud.
OS 2.1 | £3.19/$4.99

TRANSFER WINDOW

Get alll the sports
news as the football
season kicks off.

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

HORN

Go on an epic quest
and save the world in
this gorgeous-looking
action adventure fantasy game.
iOS 5.0 | £4.99/$6.99

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE APP?

GET IN TWEET
TOUCH…
US WITH

YOUR FAVOURITE APPS

@Knowyourapps

OR RECOMMEND
THEM ON FACEBOOK

/AppsMagazine

SEND US AN EMAIL TODAY WITH
YOUR FAVOURITE APPS

apps@imagine-publishing.co.uk

94 www.knowyourapps.com

MUSIC

NAVIGATION

NEWS

PHOTO & VIDEO

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

iPad

iPhone/iPad

With a multitude of
instruments, plus
multitrack recording,
this is a magical music box
that anyone can enjoy.

View near real-time
air traffic maps that
let you track the
paths of aircraft above you.

Newspaper skin
for reading your
favourite new media
news sites in an old-fashioned
but intuitive interface.

The final piece in the
iLife puzzle for iOS,
iPhoto comes with
an astonishing suite of editing
tools to tweak images.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

Android

iPad/Android

Make music in
minutes with
this easy-to-use
interface. Export results to
iTunes Audio Sharing.

Join the world’s
biggest treasure
hunt by becoming a
Geocacher. It’s great fun.

Easily sync your
favourite subreddits
for later offline
viewing in this clean, easy-touse Holo interface.

Edit images on the
go with a range of
touch-control tools
using this essential software.

iPad

iPhone/iPad

Android

iPhone/iPad

Take tracks from your
iTunes library and
start mixing them
together on this fully-featured
turntablist app.

Crowdsourced
maps with offline
functionality to save
on data costs.

Another popular choice
for viewing Reddit,
with new Slideshow
mode for easy viewing.

Great on the iPhone
and iPad, this moviemaking app allows
you to capture, edit and share
footage anytime.

iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

iPhone/Android

Explore three
centuries of classical
music with this
interactive mix of music and
video content.

Download more than
7,000 maps from
around the world for
offline use on your device.

Toggle easily
between original
news sites and an
elegant magazine reader, and
save articles for offline use.

Create time-lapse and
stop-motion videos
with this sleek app
with adjustable frame rate.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone

iPad

iPhone/iPad

Ideal for the
mountains, view
3D maps and aerial
images and plan your route.

Learn to speed-read
while taking in the
news headlines. Set
the pace that words appear
one at a time to train yourself.

Create a comic
book starring your
friends and family
by applying speech bubbles
and borders to images.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

Android

Hum a tune or sing a
lyric and SoundHound
will give you the full
name of the song and artist.

Maps work offline;
however, online use
also includes Google,
Wikipedia and Yelp searches.

This iPad exclusive
RSS reader is perfect
for viewing the latest
news, with multiple themes to
add a personal touch.

The fastest camera
on Android, this app
will take ten shots
per second and offers a range
of filters for your images.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

View guitar tabs,
create lists of your
favourites, and view
chord diagrams.

Augmented reality
navigator and
compass that lets
you track your location and
work out bearings in real-time.

Save feature articles
and blog posts for
later offline reading
in this paper-like reader.

Transform your
photos into works of
art with this picture
editing and painting app.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

Android

iPhone/iPad

Record live airplay,
set up a radio alarm
clock on your iPhone
or iPad, and AirPlay radio
stations to other devices.

Provides geographical
details for highland,
hilltop and mountain
walks across the UK and
Republic of Ireland.

This RSS client
for Feedly offers
a customisable
interface, as well as the option
to have articles read to you.

Simply pan the
camera left to right
while taking photos
and watch as they are
stitched together seamlessly.

Android

iPad

Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

Wirelessly sync your
Android device with
your desktop iTunes
so you can enjoy your music
on your smartphone.

All-in-one compass,
GPS, map, zoom
camera (photo and
movie), range finder and twoaxis inclinometer for iPad.

Simply swipe through
this clearly laid out
app to read articles
offline with ease. Double-tap
images to zoom in.

Apply paper texture
and cartoon effects
to your photos and
real-time video shooting.

iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone

Import all of your
Google Maps data,
including starred places and web
history, to Apple Maps.

Download and listen to
your favourite podcasts
directly from your
iPhone or iPad without the need
to sync with iTunes.

A replacement for
your native camera
app. Don’t just point
and shoot, add effects to your
images in-app with ease.

GARAGEBAND

iOS 5.1 | £2.99/$4.99

FIGURE

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

DJAY

iOS 4.3 | £15.99/$19.99

THE ORCHESTRA

iOS 6.0 | £9.99/$13.99

REACTABLE MOBILE

Create music with
this clever app that
includes synthesisers,
samples and oscillators.

iOS 4.3 | £6.99/$9.99
OS 2.2 | £7.19/$9.10

SOUNDHOUND

iOS 5.0 | £4.99/$6.99
OS Varies | £3.99/$5.99

ULTIMATE GUITAR TABS

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99
OS 2.0 | £1.86/$2.99

OOTUNES RADIO

iOS 3.0 | £2.99/$4.99

AIRSYNC FOR iTUNES

OS 2.2 | £4.99/$4.99

VINYL THE REAL RECORD
PLAYER

Add authentic crackle
to your digitised music
and watch as your
album art ‘discolours’ with time.

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

PLANE FINDER

iOS 5.1 | £2.99/$3.99
OS 2.2 | £1.99/$1.99

GEOCACHING

iOS 5.0 | £6.99/$9.99
OS 2.2 | £6.99/$9.99

GPS NAVIGATION 2 –
SATNAV BY SKOBBLER (UK/ROI)

iOS 4.3 | £1.49

CITY MAPS 2GO

iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99
OS 2.3.3 | £1.99/$1.99

MAPS 3D – GPS TRACKS FOR
HIKE, BIKE, SKI & OUTDOOR

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

COPILOT LIVE PREMIUM

iOS 4.3 | £19.99/$28.99
OS Varies | £19.99/$29.99

SPYGLASS

iOS 4.3 | £2.49/$3.99

HILL LISTS

iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99

THEODOLITE HD

iOS 4.3 | £2.49/$3.99

MY PLACES FOR GOOGLE
MAPS

iOS 5.1 | £0.69/$0.99

PULP

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

REDDIT SYNC PRO

OS 2.2 | £1.59/$2.00

BACONREADER PREMIUM
FOR REDDIT

OS 2.0 | £1.23/$1.99

LONGFORM

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99

READ QUICK

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

MR. READER

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

INSTAPAPER

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99
OS 2.3.3 | £1.93/$2.99

gREADER PRO

OS 2.1 | £3.19/$4.99

PRESS (RSS READER)

OS 4.0 | £1.89/$2.99

DOWNCAST

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

iPHOTO

iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP TOUCH

iOS 5.0 | £6.99/$9.99
OS 3.1 | £6.99/$9.99

iMOVIE

iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99

LAPSE IT – TIME LAPSE PRO

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99
OS 1.6 | £1.99/$1.99

HALFTONE

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

CAMERA ZOOM FX

OS 1.6 | £1.79/$2.99

PHOTOVIVA

iOS 4.3 | £3.99/$5.99
OS 2.2 | £3.82/$5.99

360 PANORAMA

iOS 4.0 | £0.69/$0.99

PAPER CAMERA

iOS 4.0 | £0.69/$0.99
OS 2.1 | £1.19/$1.99

CAMERA+

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

TOP 200 | GREATEST APPS EVER

PRODUCTIVITY
iPhone/iPad

NUMBERS

REFERENCE
iPhone/iPad

BRIAN COX’S WONDERS
OF THE UNIVERSE

SOCIAL
iPad

TWEETBOT FOR TWITTER
(iPAD EDITION)

SPORTS
iPhone/iPad/Android

F1 2013 TIMING APP CP

TRAVEL

WEATHER
iPhone

iPad

WEATHER POD

FLIGHT+ FOR iPAD

The live map tracks
every race, with
detailed profiles for
both cars and drivers.

Whether you’re
taking a flight or
keeping track of your
friends and family, Flight+ is
one of the best apps around.

This app keeps itself
from getting cluttered
by using gestures to
display info. For example, slide
right to view a 3 day forecast.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/ iPad/ Android

Based on satellite
imagery, view the
Earth displayed at
any time, in any location. Also
works as a live wallpaper.

Make friends and
have lively group
conversations with
this video chatroom app – or
remain silent and just watch.

Pennant displays
stats in a brilliantly
animated way, and
one that is simultaneously
cool and traditional in feel.

Book a room, track
a flight or rent a car
and view maps of
hundreds of airport terminals
with this all-encompassing app.

Create your own
weather station
with customisable
features and great graphics.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

This versatile app
allows you to create,
edit and view
documents – and create
attractive, customised pages.

Find essential
information that is
well-presented and
easy to use in this clever app.

Includes extras for
Twitter, such as
dictated tweets,
scheduled posting and more.

All the latest football
news, transfer
gossip, confirmed
transfers and tweets from
sports journalists.

Get live departure
and arrival times for
trains and download
timetables for offline viewing.

Vivid, real-time
animated radar
images of weather
across the United States, with
storm alerts and bookmarks.

iPhone/iPad

iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

message new people
near you or around the world.

View maps and track
your position on golf
courses across the
world with this GPS app.

A combination of
lifestyle and travel
tips in a stylish
magazine interface covering
cosmopolitan cities.

Get seven-day
forecasts and radar
imagery of the USA
and much of Europe.

iPhone/Android

This spreadsheet was
designed for your
touchscreen, allowing
you to calculate figures and
create graphs with ease.

With wonderful
images, animations
and video content, it’s
a must-have for any stargazer.

Perfect for heavy
Twitter users, it
includes multiple
timelines and smart gestures.

iPhone

Android

This purely gesturebased app has one of
the most innovative
and intuitive interfaces of any
app around.

iOS 5.1 | £6.99/$9.99

CLEAR

iOS 6.0 | £1.99/$2.99

PAGES

iOS 5.1 | £6.99/$9.99

GRAFIO –
DIAGRAMS & IDEAS

For a little
brainstorming session
at work, you can’t go
wrong with Grafio.

iOS 5.0 | £5.99/$8.99

iOS 5.0 | £3.99/$5.99

TERRATIME

OS 2.0 | £1.99/$2.99

WOLFRAMALPHA

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99
OS 2.1 | £1.86/$2.99

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99

TINYCHAT

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

TWEETCASTER PRO

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99
OS 2.0 | £3.07/$4.99

DICTIONARY.COM –
SKOUT+
DICTIONARY & THESAURUS
Create and manage
a profile and instant– HD IPAD
An amazing resource
to have available on
the iPad.

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99
OS 2.0 | £1.90/$2.99

iOS 5.0 | £19.99/£28.99
OS 2.1 | £19.99/£28.99

TOPPS PENNANT

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

TRANSFER WINDOW

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

GOLFSHOT: GOLF GPS

iOS 4.3 | £20.99/$29.99
OS 2.2 | £18.57/$29.99

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

KAYAK PRO

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

MYTRAINS

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99
OS 2.2 | £2.99/$4.99

CITY GUIDES

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99

Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPad

The innovative
keyboard learns the
words you use for
more accurate auto-correction
and predictive text.

This exquisite app
brings the night
sky to your device
with all major planets and
constellations displayed.

Soon to be a
subscription service,
this app allows you to
send messages and pictures.

All the latest footy
news and transfer
gossip in one app
with notifications for your
favourite team.

The interactive bucket
list offers photo-laden
travel features of
dream global getaways.

SWIFTKEY 3 KEYBOARD

OS Varies | £2.99/$3.99

REDSHIFT – ASTRONOMY

iOS 4.3 | £7.99/$10.99

WHATSAPP MESSENGER

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99
OS 2.1 | Free

FOOTBALL RUMOURS 2

iOS 4.1 | £0.69/£0.99

1,000 PLACES TO SEE
BEFORE YOU DIE

iOS 4.3 | £2.49/$3.99

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

WEATHER LIVE

OS Varies | £1.29/$1.99
iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99

NOAA RADAR PRO

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

WEATHERPRO

iOS 5.0 | £2.49/$3.99
OS 2.1 | £2.49/$2.99

FIZZ WEATHER

A slick UI with a
wealth of useful data,
you get weather info
for over 58,000 cities.

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99
OS 2.1| £0.99/$1.62

iPad

iPhone/iPad

Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

Endlessly large
canvas for simple sketching
that you can export as PDFs.

Interactive 3D
globe for children,
beautifully rendered
with details of all the
countries of the world.

Manage your social
networks in one
place and view
your Facebook and Twitter
accounts in one timeline.

Improve your team’s
performance with
video analysis and
draw directly onto images.

A list-making app
specially designed for
your holiday packing,
with a detailed pre-departure
to-do list with over 100 tasks.

Simple and accurate
seven-day forecast
for UK tidal times.
Scroll through hundreds of
locations on the coastline.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

Android

iPad

Elegant sketching
app, also allows you
to import photos to
trace over and record your
sketching for playback.

Browse Wikipedia
using this excellent
reader, which
offers great formatting and
customisation options.

Keep track of your
position using GPS or
switch to offline maps when
out of mobile signal range.

A retro weather
app with beautifully
designed dials
and gauges that appear in
stunning Retina display.

iPhone

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

Create winning
football strategies
with this animated
playbook app.

Discover great
adventures around
the world, then
create your own wish list of
places you want to visit.

Visualisation of
real-time space
weather affecting
our solar system.

SYNCSPACE: INFINITE
SHARED
WHITEBOARD

iOS 5.0 | £5.49/$7.99

SKETCHTIME

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

BAREFOOT WORLD ATLAS

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

ARTICLES

iOS 5.1 | £0.99/$0.99

SEESMIC PRO

OS 2.1 | £1.89/$2.99

MY FOLLOWERS ON
INSTAGRAM

Find out when
someone unfollows
you on the photosharing site.

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

iPhone/iPad

Android

iPad

Create a world-class
presentation with
this top app with a
range of impressive themes
and customisable features.

View all of human
history on a colourcoded timeline and
tap for detailed descriptions
of specific events.

Designed to use
your iPad’s touch
functionality to
manage your blog. Drop media
into your posts with ease.

KEYNOTE

iOS 5.1 | £6.99/$9.99

WORLD HISTORY

OS 2.3.3 | £2.53/$3.50

BLOGSY

iOS 5.0 | £2.99/$4.99

COACH’S EYE

iOS 6.0 | £2.99/$4.99
OS 4.0.3 | £3.30/$4.99

BOATIE

Navigation and
reference guide for
ether sailing for all
boats, yacht or dinghy.

iOS 5.0 | £4.99/$6.99
OS 2.2 | £4.99/$7.65

THE MASTER
TACTICIAN MOBILE PRO

iOS 4.0 | £1.49/$1.99

PACKING PRO

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$2.99

BACKCOUNTRY NAVIGATOR
PRO GPS

OS Varies | £6.99/$9.99

SULLIVAN’S LIST

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99

TIDE TIMES

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

PEEPOMETER

iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99

SPACE WX

iOS 4.3 | £1.49/$1.99
OS Varies | Free

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Pad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

Write a list and sync
it between devices
so that you and your
flatmates can all keep track of
who’s buying what.

Clear, accurate and
occasionally witty
definitions, plus a
detailed thesaurus.

View all of your social
networks in one
place with StatNut
and display them in a simple,
colour-coded interface.

Multipurpose
playbook includes
features for a variety
of sports, from soccer to
hockey to roller derby.

Turn your device into
a radar dish and see
what air traffic looks
like in real-time.

View animated hourly
and weekly weather
forecasts for up to
nine different places around
the world simultaneously.

iPhone/iPad

iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

Explore 2,000 years
of one of the world’s
greatest cities with
articles, photos and video.

Keep your username,
followers and direct
messages, but delete
your tweets with this social
network spring-clean app.

The rules to 74
major sports from
golf to Greco-Roman
wrestling, with illustrations.

Use Google Maps’
Street View and your
device’s GPS to create
an intuitive map that responds
to your movements.

Charming animated
weather illustrations
belie the useful
functionality of this five-day
forecast app.

GROCERY LIST

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99

REAL MEMO PRO –
HANDWRITING

Freeform draw and
write notes when
you’re in a hurry.
Tilting will create a new note.

iOS 5.0 | £1.49/$1.99

CHAMBERS DELUXE

iOS 4.3 | £6.99/$9.99
OS 2.2 | £6.13/$9.99

LONDON – A CITY
THROUGH TIME

iOS 5.0 | £9.99/$13.99

STATNUT

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

TWEETICIDE

iOS 5.0 | £1.99/$1.99

COACHNOTE

iOS 4.3 | £2.99/$4.99

CURLY’S POCKET
GUIDE TO SPORT

iOS 4.3 | £0.69/$0.99

FLIGHTRADAR24 PRO

iOS 4.3 | £1.99/$2.99
OS Varies | £1.99/$2.99

LIVE STREET VIEW

iOS 5.0 | £0.69/$0.99

MAGICAL WEATHER

iOS 5.1 | £2.99/$4.99

WEATHER DOODLE

iOS 3.2 | £0.69/$0.99

www.knowyourapps.com

95

BOOKS

iPhone/iPad/Android

For functionality and
design we would take
Kobo every time. Free
books and cool reading stats.

One of the most
powerful educational
tools around, with full
university courses available
directly on your device.

Track your accounts
and bills all in one
place, with the ability to set
budgets thrown in as well.

phenomenon is one
of the best free
downloads you can make.

INSTAGRAM

This Facebook-owned app famous
for its filters is no longer just
about taking photographic stills of
your coffee’s latte art - Instagram
now supports video. Available on
both iPhone and Android versions,
you can shoot up to 15-second
long films, offering a snapshot into
your daily life. As you might expect,
you can also apply special effects,
with 13 filters developed specifically for video.
iPhone | iOS 5.0 | v 4.0.1

Study almost any
subject for free with
these video tutorials.
iPad+ | iOS 6.0 | v 1.3.0

SPOTIFY

Discover new music
with this streaming
app’s new features.
iPhone+ | iOS 5.0 | v 0.7.1

PODIO

Access projects
anywhere with this
mobile workspace.
Android | OS 2.2 | v 2.4.3

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE APP?

GET IN TWEET
TOUCH…
US WITH

YOUR FAVOURITE APPS

@Knowyourapps

OR RECOMMEND
THEM ON FACEBOOK

/AppsMagazine

SEND US AN EMAIL TODAY WITH
YOUR FAVOURITE APPS

apps@imagine-publishing.co.uk

96 www.knowyourapps.com

iOS 5.0

POCKET EXPENSE
TEMPLE RUN
The free-running
PERSONAL FINANCE

iOS 5.0

iOS 4.3
OS 2.1

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

Apple’s own native
bookstore comes
with iCloud features,
as well as the ability to change
reading settings to suit you.

A library of over
3,000 videos to help
users learn pretty
much anything they want, no
matter what their interests.

Bloomberg is a must
for City traders and
anyone interested in
the stock market.

A real challenger to
Temple Run, this
endless platformer
has one-touch controls.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPad

Android

Essentially a portal
to read over 12,000
comics, and over 500
of them are free.

Everything NASA in
one place, including
news on missions
and stunning imagery.

Monitor your spending
and ultimately save
money thanks to the
charts, graphs and stats that
are provided here.

The Angry Birds
franchise collides
with Star Wars,
complete with lightsabers and
the Force to help you.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

A great app for book
recommendations,
Goodreads also has
wishlists and social links.

As well as a class
timetable and
planner, you can add
contacts, get notifications and
back up data.

Send money
between accounts
using just a mobile
number, from your device.

Gem-matching
and settlement
management have
been neatly fused together.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

Regular programming
with remarkable
speakers and lectures
for free via this app.

Check your current
balance, view your
account and send
money via 16 currencies.

A fantastic-looking
game for a free
download – just try to
survive a zombie onslaught.

iOS 5.0

COMICS

iOS 4.3
OS Varies

GOODREADS

iOS 5.0
OS 1.5

iPhone/Android

AUDIOBOOKS FROM
AUDIBLE

Part of the Amazon
family, so you have
plenty of choice.

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

Android | OS 2.2 | v 4.0.2

FREE FAVOURITES
KHAN ACADEMY

iTUNES U

iPhone/iPad

iBOOKS

WHY WE LOVE…

GAMES

iPhone/iPad

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

PRICELESS APPS FOR iOS AND ANDROID
THAT DON’T COST YOU A THING

FINANCE

iPhone/iPad

KOBO

FANTASTIC FREE APPS

EDUCATION

iPhone/iPad/Android

BUSINESS

KHAN ACADEMY

iOS 6.0

NASA APP

iOS 5.0
OS 2.1

CRAFTSY

iOS 6.0

TED

iOS 6.0
OS 2.2

ENTERTAINMENT

BLOOMBERG

iOS 3.2
OS 1.6

SPENDING TRACKER

iOS 5.0

BARCLAYS PINGIT

iOS 4.3
OS 2.2

PAYPAL

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

JETPACK JOYRIDE

iOS 4.3
OS 2.2

ANGRY BIRDS STAR WARS

OS 2.3

TRIPLE TOWN

iOS 4.1
OS Varies

DEAD TRIGGER

iOS 4.2
OS Varies

FOOD & DRINK

HEALTH

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

iPhone/Android

Remotely access your
desktop PC or Mac,
so you can take your
business along wherever you
should be going.

So much more than
an extension of the
iPlayer catch-up
service, with a great interface.

An essential
destination for when
you want something
great to eat.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

Cloud storage so you
can save and access
all your key files
across all your devices.

Keep up with your
favourite shows
anywhere; just sign
in with your Sky ID.

Your ultimate kitchen
companion, Whisk
helps you order
ingredients for portion sizes.

Your ultimate calorie
guide with a massive
database as well as
exercises and social links.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

A very clever workbased network
where users across a
team can delegate tasks.

Give your home
videos some epic
Hollywood effects
with this brilliant free app for
your iOS device.

LOGMEIN

iOS 4.3

BOX

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

PODIO

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

iPLAYER RADIO

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

SKY GO

iOS 5.1
OS 2.2

ACTION MOVIE FX

FOODSPOTTING

iOS 6.0
OS Varies

WHISK

iOS 5.1
OS 2.2

EPICURIOUS RECIPES
& SHOPPING LIST

An absolute must for
culinary masters and
budding chefs alike.

iPhone/Android

ENDOMONDO
SPORTS TRACKER

Endomondo is the
most social fitness
experience around.

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

CALORIE COUNTER

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

NIKE+ RUNNING

This app requires a
pair of Nike shoes
that have an insert
for the Nike+ sensor.

iOS 5.0

iOS 4.3
OS 1.5

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/Android

This handy app
lets you connect to
iTunes wirelessly and
play music and movies that
are on your Mac or PC.

The app that’s
perfect for any level
of experience, from
oven wizards to toast burners.

check symptoms and
conditions, but you
can also get drug information.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

Android

iPhone/Android

This app instantly
translates the spoken
word into text.
Send notes and reminders to
yourself, and so much more.

Cross-device viewing
thanks to the cloud.
An absolute must for
subscribers to the service.

Find and book a
restaurant table in
just a few taps, last
minute or planned.

Post your concern
and a qualified doctor
will respond with a
diagnosis fairly swiftly.

iPhone/Android

JAMES CAAN
BUSINESS SECRETS

Find out about hiring
staff, raising money,
and more in this app.

iOS 4.0
OS 2.1

DRAGON DICTATION

iOS 4.0

REMOTE

iOS 5.0

NETFLIX

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

iOS 5.0
OS 2.3.3

HOW TO COOK EVERYTHING WEBMD
ESSENTIALS
Not only can you

iOS 5.0

TOPTABLE

iOS 5.0
OS 2.1

iOS 5.0
OS 2.1

HEALTHTAP

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

TOP 100 | FANTASTIC FREE APPS
LIFESTYLE

MUSIC

NEWS

PRODUCTIVITY

SOCIAL

TRAVEL

iPhone/Android

iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

With voice, barcode
and cover image
search available, this
app will find what you need.

Quite literally a wall
of sound for users to
interact with, as each
‘brick’ hosts an artist, their
music and cool photos.

It’s not only one of
the best news apps
around; it’s also great
fun to use on your device.

Create a note on your
device and save it to
the cloud, where it
can be picked up and edited.

The official app of
the social network
heavyweight to share
your thoughts and more.

iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

This app is not only
great to keep up
with your shopping,
but also a wonderful place to
browse for bargains.

Build customised
playlists from millions
of tracks and share
them with the world.

Bring together your
favourite RSS feeds
in one place for easy
access in a stylish interface.

With cloud syncing
you can create your
lists and share your
tasks across devices.

The ultimate social
networking tool has
regular updates. Easy
to use and fairly foolproof.

This excellent app
even goes beyond
the booking phase to
give you tips for on your trip.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

Searching and
sharing on Fancy is
all about becoming a
curator of cool.

A cool combination of
calendar and music
discovery, with each
new day bringing with it a
new artist for you to enjoy.

Pocket lets you save
any article, image or
video you find online
and read it later.

Essentially giving
you Microsoft Office
on your device,
completely free for all.

This growing
community is a great
way to discover new
things, and a hell of a timesink.

This is one of those
definitive apps, giving
you access to pretty
much anywhere on the globe.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

This is a handy app to
use in an unfamiliar
place when you need
to find local amenities.

An extraordinary app,
Shazam can identify
songs by listening to
them for a few seconds.

This app allows you
to watch live news
feeds over Wi-Fi, so
you can always stay current.

A wonderfully
character-filled
sketching and
creative app where users can
purchase other themed tools.

A simple and
satisfying interface
that Facebook and
Twitter can only dream about.

GOOGLE SHOPPER

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

EBAY FOR iPAD

iOS 5.1

FANCY

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

AROUNDME

iOS 4.3
OS 2.2

iPhone

SNAPGUIDE

This communitydriven guidebook is a
wonderful resource.
Browse its many topics and
get all sorts of handy tips.

iOS 5.0

AWEDITORIUM

iOS 3.2

SPOTIFY

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

BAND OF THE DAY

iOS 5.0

SHAZAM

iOS 6.0
OS Varies

FLIPBOARD

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

PULSE NEWS

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

POCKET

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

BBC NEWS

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

iOS 5.0

PINTEREST

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

PATH

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

iOS 5.0
OS 2.1

GOOGLE EARTH

iOS 4.3
OS Varies

TRIPADVISOR HOTELS
FLIGHTS RESTAURANTS

Hotel and restaurant
reviews, cheap flights
and virtual tours.

iOS 4.3
OS 2.2

Watch live streams
from the TV station
in the palm of your
hands. Feature-rich, brimming
with content and totally free.

Access your images,
documents or any
other type of digital
file you like, anywhere.

Bring your loved ones
closer to you with the
free video and audio
calls of Skype.

Download full city
guides, plus maps, for
over 60 of the most
exciting destinations.

OS 2.2

NAVIGATION

iOS 5.1

iPhone

iPhone

iPhone/iPad

Monitor your baby’s
development week
by week with 3D
visualisation, plus a log to
record doctor’s appointments.

A quite brilliant
example of just
how engrossing and
stunning navigation apps can
really be on iOS.

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad/Android

GOOGLE MAPS

iOS 6.0
OS Varies

RECCE – NEW YORK

iOS 5.0

WAZE SOCIAL
GPS & TRAFFIC

A social app for
drivers to share info
on traffic delays.

iOS 4.3
OS 2.2

DROPBOX

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

PHOTO & VIDEO
The native app is
gone on iOS, but this
free replacement is
actually much better.

iOS 5.0

PAPER BY FIFTYTHREE

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

KAYAK

This cloud of music
bubbles is one of
the most innovative
ways to discover new music.
Intuitive and fascinating.

Back on iOS and still
the undisputed king
of the mapping world.
This app is all you need.

Comes with data
visualisation and
stats so you can track the
whole family, and medication.

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

FACEBOOK

iPhone/Android

This app tests your
vision through a
series of exams, and
includes an optician finder.

BLOOD PRESSURE
MONITOR

CLOUDON

iOS 4.3
OS 2.2

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iOS 5.0

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

Sets the standard
and changes the way
people order taxis on
iOS or Android.

iPhone/iPad/Android

SKY NEWS FOR iPAD

iPhone/iPad/Android

PREGNANCY+

WUNDERLIST

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

HAILO

iPad

HITLANTIS

MEDICAL

iOS 4.0
OS 2.2

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

TWITTER

Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

VISION TEST

EVERNOTE

iPhone/Android

SKYPE

iOS 5.0
OS Varies

REFERENCE

iOS 5.0
OS 2.1

SPORTS

WEATHER

iPhone/ Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

Covering a wide
range of sports, the
app includes news,
videos and stats.

Fill your screen with
some great themes
to accompany your
weather forecast.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPad

iPhone/Android

Give your images
an impressive boost
with the range of
filters and editing tools on
offer in this app.

Translate to and
from 64 languages,
speech from 17
languages, and listen in 24.

The Sky Sports
channels on your
device, as well as
some impressive in-game stat
screens and graphics.

A solid and
professionally
produced app, it
offers very detailed info.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPhone

This app has quite
simply become the
go-to image editing
app across all devices.

The place to go
with your burning
questions, with the
community providing answers

For the amount
of info at your
fingertips, this app is
a must for every sports fan.

You never need to
aimlessly trawl the
coastlines looking for
the big waves again, thanks
to this free app.

iPhone

iPhone/iPad

iPhone

An excellent client
for easier Wikipedia
access, including the
ability to bookmark entries
and sections within them.

Watch the hottest
action live with
this streaming app
(monthly subscription fee).

iOS 4.3

iOS 4.3
OS 3.2

Forecasting with a
difference as this app
is truly social, allowing
users to share their climate
and what they’re doing in it.

YOUTUBE

iOS 6.0
OS 2.2

CAMERA AWESOME

iOS 5.0

SNAPSEED

iOS 5.0
OS 4.0

iPhone/Android

GUIDEPAL CITY GUIDES

SCRIBD – THE WORD’S
LARGEST ONLINE LIBRARY
All the reference
books you’ll need,
available offline.

iOS 6.0
OS 2.2

GOOGLE TRANSLATE

iOS 3.0
OS Varies

QUORA

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

BBC SPORT

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

SKY SPORTS FOR iPAD

iOS 5.0

YAHOO! SPORTACULAR

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

WEATHERWISE

iOS 4.3
OS 2.2

THE WEATHER CHANNEL

iOS 6.0
OS 2.2

SURF REPORT

iOS 2.2.1

iPhone

iPhone

iPhone/iPad/Android

As hearing loss
usually happens
over a period of
time, uHear is a good app for
monitoring your hearing.

Access more than
7,000 maps from
around the world,
and download them to your
iPad or iPhone for use offline.

Offering 1TB of online
storage, this app is
great for showcasing
and sharing your best photos.

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/iPad/Android

iPhone/Android

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

iPhone/iPad

With a wide range
of cool filters and a
great community you
can create amazing photos.

Everything you could
wish to know about
the sky above you is
in this very handy reference
app. Keep looking up.

Another great
official app with
comprehensive
highlights and news.

Share real-time
forecasts so you
can see the latest
weather from around the
world, thanks to other users.

uHEAR

iOS 2.2.1

PROGNOSIS: YOUR
DIAGNOSIS

Uses case studies for
better diagnosis in
patients by doctors.

iOS 6.0
OS 2.3.3

BUDDYTRAFFIC

iOS 4.3

NAVFREE GPS
LIVE UK & ROI

Voice directions and
no data connection
needed. Great stuff.

iOS 4.3
OS 2.3.3

FLICKR

iOS 4.3
OS 2.3.3

INSTAGRAM

iOS 5.0
OS 2.2

WIKIPANION

SKY MAP

iOS 4.3

EUROSPORT PLAYER

MLS MATCHDAY

iOS 5.0
OS 2.3.3

WEATHERMOB

iOS 6.1

WEZZOO

iOS 4.3
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The future has arrived, 123-reg...

PO

YOUR WER U
BUSIN P
ESS!

CLOUD SERVERS ARE HERE
Get the PERFORMANCE your business needs NOW!
By combining virtualisation with dedicated hardware resources we have been able
to overcome the biggest performance based bottle-neck experienced with VPS.
Giving you the performance you would expect from a dedicated server but
for a fraction of the price.
Dedicated performance

Full Admin or Root access
Dedicated hard disks in a hardware RAID

Run demanding applications
Host multiple websites
Install your own OS
Automatic daily backups
Handle EVERYTHING!
Everything from ERP or CRM systems
to latency-critical web applications like
a Game or Teamspeak Server are no
problem for our Cloud Servers.

From just

£59.00
per month

Buy now and we’ll
waive the setup fee*

Experience the future now...
Visit www.123-reg.co.uk/cloud
* Terms and Conditions apply. Prices and features correct as of July 2013. Prices shown are ex VAT (charged at 20%).

WHERE YOU GO, ATLAS GOES
Enjoy your iPhone anywhere this summer!

THE WATERPROOF CASE
for iPhone®5 NOW AVAIL ABLE

