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Comprehension Packet 
 

Name: _____________ 
 



 

Chapter 1: Aaron 
Need to know Vocabulary: 

- Eccentric:_________________________________
_________________________________________ 

 
1) Why do you think Mr. Minks made over 100 

inventions that have to do with pickles?  
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 

2) Based on what you know about Aaron’s family, 
why do you think they move a lot? 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

 
3) Choose one character you have met this chapter 

and infer what type of person they are. Explain. 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 



Chapter 2: Jessie 
 
1) Why do you think Eddie gets mad about the 

secret inventions?  
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 

2) What do you think will happen with the 
weather? Why? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

Chapter 3- Eddie 
1) Would you be upset, like Eddie, if a rich relative 

gave their money to charity instead of family? 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

2)  Do you think there will be any secret 
inventions? If yes, what kind? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 



 
Chapter 4: Aaron 

Vocab 
- Ginormous: ___________________________________ 
- Instincts: _____________________________________ 

 
1) Do you think it was a good idea to bring Soda on the 

trip?____________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
2) What is pickling? _________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
 
3) If you had a motto for your life, what would it be? 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

4)  Do you think Aaron is right in thinking that he should 
not trust the gardener? Why? 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

Bonus: Draw what you think the house looks like based on the description. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Chapter 5: Jessie 
 
Vocabulary: Flue: ___________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

1) What do you think the holes in the ground are 
for? ____________________________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 

2) Do you think Jessie has a reason to have a bad 
feeling about the trip? _____________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 

3) What do think is going to happen? ___________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 6: Eddie 

 
1) What is a legacy? _______________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
2) What do you want your legacy to be at your 

school? _______________________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

 
  

3) A homonym is a set of words that have 
different meanings (example: dog bark and tree 
bark,) Can you try and come up with another 
example of a homonym? ___________________ 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Chapter 7: Aaron 
 

1) Foreshadowing is an advanced sign, or warning 
of something that is going to happen in the 
future. What is one example of foreshadowing 
you notice in this chapter? What do you think it 
is warning is going to happen? ______________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

 
2) Do you think Mr. Felix really is a scary person? 

Or do you think he is playing a joke on the 
students? Why? __________________________ 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 8: Jessie 

 
1) Is it safe for Jessie to not have a trip buddy? 

Why or why not? __________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

 
2) Jessie overheard Mr. Felix and Mr. St. Clare 

plotting something. What is their plan? ________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

 
3)  Do you think it is safe for kids to try and stop 

bad guys on their own? Explain your thinking.  
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 9: Eddie 
 
 

1) “Twang!” is an example of an onomatopoeia. That 
is a word that describes a sound and actually 
sounds like the action or object it refers to for 
example “Bang!” Think of one or two other 
examples of an onomatopoeia. ________________ 

_____________________________________________ 
 
2)  Why do you think Mr. Minks created a ballroom if 

he hated having parties? _____________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3) Why do you think Mr. St. Clare is avoiding 

answering questions about inventions and empty 
spaces in the Mansion? ______________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 

 



Chapter 10: Aaron 
 

 
1) What are two examples of onomatopoeias in this 

chapter? __________________________________ 
 

2) Draw what your inventor’s workshop would look 
like and explain the important parts! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain: ________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

 



Chapter 11: Jessie 
 

 
1) In your opinion, why do you think Mr. St. Clare 

was trying to keep the students in the pickling 
room? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2)  If you were Jessie, would you have told your 

teacher what you had overheard? _____________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) Put yourself in Principal Klein’s shoes, if your 
student told you that the workers at the 
museum were going to steal things, would you 
believe them right away? _____________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 



 
Chapter 12: Eddie 

 
1) If you had a painting as a door to your room, 

what would you want on the painting? _________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2)  Would you have a door in your house leading 

outside with no stairs? Why or why not? _______ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 

 
3) Eddie thinks he doesn’t need help form anyone 

ever. Do you believe in this mindset that Eddie 
has? Explain. _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 



Chapter 13: Aaron 
 

 
1) Aaron is starting to notice how weird Jessie and 

Eddie are acting. What do you think he will do 
about it? ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) Mr. St. Clare is avoiding questions when asked 

about missing inventions, and becoming flustered. 
Do you think that Mr. St. Clare is a good thief or 
a bad thief? Or possibly, he isn’t really a thief at 
all? ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 14: Jessie 

 
1) If you could be a professional at any fun “kid’s 

game,” like water balloons or tag, what game 
would you want to become a professional at?  

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________  

 
2) Why do you think the students were not allowed 

to go up the staircase? ______________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) What do you think will be in the room that has so 
many objects in its painting? __________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Chapter 15: Eddie 
 

1) What do you think the note “Book your TRAVEL 
to the E-X-I-T” on the blueprint means? _______ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) Think of a word or phrase that rhymes with 

hundred. _________________________________ 
 
 

3) Where do you think the trap door will lead to? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 16: Chloe 
 

1) As we learn more about Sophie, why do you think 
she has been meaner than normal lately? _______ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

 
2) With the snow being mentioned many times, do 

you think something will happen because of it? If 
so, what? __________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 

3) What kind of person do you think Chloe is? Why? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
4)  What do you predict will happen next? _________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 



 
Chapter 17: Aaron 

 
 
1) It is obvious Mr. St. Clare is not happy about the 

students needing to stay the night at the 
mansion. Why do you think this upsets him?  
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 

2)  If you could invent something for a kitchen, what 
type of invention would you create? ___________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3) Why do you think Eddie is hiding his true 

personality? ________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 18: Jessie 

 
 

1) If Jessie told you about the robbery she thinks 
is planned to happen, would you believe her? 
Why or why not? _________________________ 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
2) Do you think that the bunny with cause any 

issues on the trip? ______________________ 
___________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 19: Eddie 

 
1) Why did Eddie and his family change their last 

name? _________________________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 

2) If you were in his family’s position would you 
have done the same thing? Explain. _________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
___________________________________ 

 
3)  Do you agree with Eddie’s thinking that 

fortune is more important than friendships? 
Explain your thinking. ____________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
Chapter 20: Chloe 

 
1) What does Chloe think about the way that 

Sophie is acting? _________________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

 
2) Why is Mr. St. Clare concerned about the 

roads? _________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 
3) What does it mean that the roads are 

impassable? What does this mean for the 
students? _____________________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 21: Aaron 
 

1) What was the first Mr. Minks Invention? 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
2) If you were stuck in a mansion overnight what 

would you want to do? ______________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
_________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 22: Jessie 
 

 
1) The saying “It’s raining cats and dogs,” is an idiom. 

An Idiom is a word or phrase which means 
something different i.e. “when pigs fly” means 
never. Come up with an idiom you have heard 
before and what it means. ____________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) What are three adjectives that you can use to 

describe Jessie?  
____________ ___________ __________ 

 
 

3) What is your prediction on what has happened to 
Mrs. Rosenbloom’s class? _____________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Chapter 23: Eddie 
 

 
1) What was the game Brian and Seth created?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2)  What do you think is Aarons reason for wanting 

to stay with Eddie? __________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
3) Predict what do you think is hidden at the top of 

the staircase? ______________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 24: Chloe 
 
 

1) What did Sophie Steal? What would you have said 
if you were Chloe? _________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
2) What made Mr. Minks “Wonder-tastic” to Chloe? 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) Why do you think Chloe stays friends with 
Sophie? ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
4) What happened with Sophie and the bunny? ____ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 



Chapter 25: Aaron 
 

1) Based on what you have read so far, what kind 
of person do you think Aaron is? ______________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) If you were Aaron how would you have handled 

confronting Sophie and Chloe? ________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3)  What do you think is going to happen in the 

Basement? ________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

  



Chapter 26: Jessie 
 

 
1) Anna thought she was hearing ghosts, what was 

she really hearing? __________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) What do you think the girls are going to do with 

the Magic Mirror? ___________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3)  If you had to go in a dark basement would you 

explore or stay on the steps and wait for your 
time to be up? ______________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 27: Eddie 
 

1) Was it a safe choice for Eddie to go off on his 
own? Why? _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) How does Eddie’s view point on legacies change?  

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

3) Do you think Eddie and the others will be able to 
stop Mr. Felix and Mr. St. Clare on their own? 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 28: Chloe 
 
1) If you were Chloe, would you continue to be 

Sophie’s friend? Explain. ______________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) Predict what you think Sophie will do to Anna and 

Jessie? ____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 
Chapter 29: Aaron 

 
1) Why was Aaron disappointed with himself? ______ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

2) Why is team work important? _________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

 



Chapter 30: Jessie 
 

1) Are those fifth graders acting responsibly? Do 
you think they should get in trouble? __________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

 
2) If you were in their position, what would you do? 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) What do think will happen when Principal Klein 
returns? _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 31: Eddie 
 
1) How did the way Eddie feels about Aaron 

change? ___________________________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

2) Where did we see the 0-1 number before? _____ 
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) If you had a secret room, how would you hide it? 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

You can draw a picture of how your hidden entrance works! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



Chapter 32: Chloe 
 

1) Explain the saying “Actions speak louder than 
words,” in your own words. __________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

2) What do you think the right thing for Chloe to do 
is? ________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) Do you think that Chloe and Sophie have a 
healthy friendship? Use examples from the text 
to support your opinion. ______________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Chapter 33: Aaron 
 

1) Create your own secret clue to find hidden 
treasure.  What does it mean? ________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

2) How do you think Aaron and Eddie will get out of 
the Upside-Down Room? _____________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) Why do you think there was an Upside-Down 
Room created in the first place? ______________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 34: Jessie 
 

1) Draw what you think the Upside-Down room 
looks like. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2)  How did Jessie and Anna find the secret room 
without having the clue? _____________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3) Where do you think the trash can leads to? _____ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 35: Eddie 
 

1) What does it mean to have a phobia? Do you have 
one? ______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 
 

2) What happened to the blueprint? ______________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Chapter 36: Chloe 
 

1) What did the kids have for breakfast? _________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 

2) Would you have told the class about the granola 
bars? ______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) Whose team would you have chosen to be on? 
Why? ______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 



Chapter 37: Aaron 
 

1) Design your perfect snow fort for a snowball fight! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2) Where do you think the footprints in the snow will 
lead to? ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 

 



Chapter 38: Jessie 
1) Chloe’s feelings towards Sophie seem to be 

changing. Do you expect for their friendship to last? 
Explain. ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
 
2) Where do you think the other students are? 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

Chapter 39: Eddie 
 

1) Mr. Minks thought “what you do is more important than 
how much money you make doing it.” What does that 
mean to you? ___________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
2) Explain how Eddie and Aaron’s dads view on 

needing help differ? _________________________ 
_______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 



Chapter 40: Chloe 
 

1) Why do you think the kids did not seem excited 
about helping Eddie and Aaron? _______________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

2)  In your opinion did Chole make the right choice? 
Explain with examples. ________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

3) Why did Chloe take her necklace off? __________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 41: Aaron  
 

1) What would be your perfect trap plan? Use the 
space below to draw or write out your plan.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Based on what you learned in the chapter, what 
do you think the students’ plan is? _____________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

 



Chapter 42: Jessie 
 

1) Do you think the students putting aside their 
differences helped? _________________________ 

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2) What will the paste do to the sheets? _________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

Chapter 43: Eddie 
1) Who do you think is with Mr. St. Clare? _________ 

_______________________________________________ 
 

2) What was your favorite part of the trap? ______ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Chapter 44: Chloe 
1) Do you think Mr. St. Clare is telling the truth? 

Why? ______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

2) How do you think Eddie will feel about the 
mansion closing? ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Chapter 45: Aaron 
1) If you were in Aaron’s position, would you take 

responsibility for what happened? _____________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

2) Do you think Principal Klein was right to expel 
everyone? _________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

3) What do you think Aaron’s plan is? _____________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 



Chapter 46: Jessie 
 
 

1) Would you have followed Aaron? Why or why 
not? _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

 
 
2) What do you think is in the secret room? _______ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 47: Eddie 
 

1) How did Eddie’s feelings about finding the secret 
inventions change from the beginning of the book? 
____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
2) What would you have done if you found the secret 

room? _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
3) Do you agree with Minks that “Profiting the world 

is way better than profiting yourself?” Explain your 
thoughts. ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

 



Chapter 48: Chloe 
 

1) Who came to the rescue with the snow-plow? Did 
you expect that? ______________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
2)  “It’s doing stuff when you’re scared that makes 

you extra brave.” Have you ever done something 
even though you were scared? _______________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
3) How is Chloe’s friendship with Jessie and Anna 

different than her friendship with Sophie?  
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Chapter 49: Aaron 
 

1) How do you think Aaron profited from Minks 
Mansion? ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 

2) Would you like to visit Liberty Falls? Why or why 
not? _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

3)  How was the ending of the book different or 
similar to how you predicted it would end? _____ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________  

 



Mr. Minks was famous for coming up with wacky 
inventions that were meant to profit the world. 
Create your own Wacky Invention! Draw and explain 
what it does! 
 
Title: ______________________________________ 
 
What it does: __________________________________ 
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
  

 


